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Attention All Members  

*Meeting -  Change of Location* 
The March 8 meeting will be at:  

FILIPPI'S PIZZA GROTTO  - Mira Mesa  

(Feb. meeting still at Sizzlers) 
  

 

Attention All Members  

Its a new year, Pay your Due's now - $35! 

Please fill out an Application form (Renewing Member)  
Send to SDPOCI (address on form) 

  

Don't forget your P.O.C.I. due's too! 
To be a member of this chapter you MUST be a curren t member of the  

Pontiac Oakland Club International (P.O.C.I.) and h ave a P.O.C.I. Membership number.  
  

 
  

 

  

 

"Mac"  
by: Jeff Gallagher

     Some people need only one name for total instantaneous recognition. One of these 

http://sdpoci.com/pociapp.htm
http://poci.org/membershipapp.shtml


rare individuals is here among us, his name is Dennis MacDonald better known as 
"Mac".  It’s unique when writing an article that the author actually has a personal story 
to share about the subject of the article.  This is not the case, as I do have a personal 
story to recount on my first meeting with Mac. 

  
            Not long after buying my 72 GTO and before I fell into the SDPOCI, I was 
looking for someone to work on my car.  Not just anybody mind you, someone who 
really appreciated my classic, my baby.  I tried a couple places in San Diego and some 
in North County San Diego and even more in my home town of Escondido. None of 
these establishments gave me any feeling of comfort.  All they see is just an “old car” 
(cringe).  I was on the phone one day, ordering some parts from Ames (on the east 
coast as everybody that owns a Pontiac knows) and while we were talking I mentioned 
the lack of a really good mechanic out here on the left coast.  As he finished taking my 
order he paused and said in an unbelieving voice “You live in Escondido 
CALIFORNIA, right?”  Before I could say yes, he quickly added, (with another tone 
rightfully questioning my intelligence) “and you have never heard of Mac?”.  
Apparently I was among a select few who had not.  
  
            Shortly thereafter and a little skeptical to I might add, I 
made my first trip to D.Mac’s automotive, located of all places, 
right here, in my own town.  I went in the office/waiting area 
and glanced at the pictures of drag racing that are on the walls, 
when I noticed a smaller framed newspaper article with Mac 
(many years ago) being handcuffed and put into a police car for 
street drag racing.  (Hmmmm, I think I like him already.)   Soon, 
I was very pleasantly greeted by Cheri (Mac's wife) who runs 
the office at D.Mac's, she asked if she could help me. I asked to 
speak to this “Mac” person.  She pointed back outside, at my 
GTO, Mac was already outside looking at my car..  When I 
walked out and met him and saw the way he was looking at my 
car and after talking with him for but a few minutes, I knew I 
was at the right place, finally.  

  
  

I could and should go on about the how since then my 
Pontiac mechanic worries are no more.  How he has made me take his car home when 
mine was not drivable or how he would work late or on a Saturday or even Sunday.  
These are just some of my personal accounts of Mac and most local Pontiac 
enthusiasts I talk to have similar accounts of Mac going the extra mile time and time 
again..  
  

Back to Mac 
Enough of my ramblings, back to Mac!  Let’s start at the beginning. 

  
           Mac was born in 1943 and grew up in Warsaw, New York.  His family then 
moved to Stamford Connecticut in 1959.  Here in Stamford he got his first car oriented 
job, like allot of us, it was working in a gas station.  This lasted until 1964, where he 
then got a job as a mechanic at the local Stamford Ford dealer.  Around 1961 Mac first 
started to get the drag racing bug.  Mac’s brother had a 1957 Pontiac Coupe, 4 speed, 3 



deuces and a 4.88 rear end. It was a very fast car.  His brother got married, so  Mac 
took the engine and rear end out of his brother’s car and put it into his 1940 Chevy 
Coupe.  It ran12.20 E.T. at 108 MPH.  He was hooked!  Mac has loved drag racing 
ever since. 

  
             Mac moved to York, PA in 1965 where he worked for Goodyear for about a 
year.  He decided to buy his father’s 1960 Ventura, pack it and move west to San 
Diego.  From 1966 to 1977 he worked at the Miramar Naval Air Station Firestone & 
Goodyear garages.   In 1968 Mac bought a house and moved up to Escondido.   
  

D.Mac’s Automotive is Born 
       Mac had a desire to open his own automotive business, so in 1977 he opened 
D.Mac’s Tire & Automotive at 525 North Broadway in Escondido CA.  A custom 
built facility which can handle all automotive and car restoration needs.   
  

     In 
San 
Diego 
area, 
this is 
THE 
place 
for 
classi
c 
Ponti
ac 
restor
ation 
and 
mech

anic work.  As I mentioned earlier many (if not all) of the local Pontiac enthusiasts 
have known Mac for many years.  I not only bring my Pontiacs to Mac but also my non 
classic automobiles.  
  
            D.Mac’s Automotive has 5 work bay areas that can perform a full range of 
automotive repair including, brakes, front end, rear end, starters, alternators,  belts, 
hoses, tune ups, alignment, tires, wheels as well as full auto diagnostics and smog 
testing.  Whenever I stop at Mac’s he always has 2 or 3 (sometimes more) classic 
Pontiacs in different stages of restoration.  Mac specializes in restoring 1964-1974 
GTO’s, 1967-1979 Firebirds and 1961-1970 big Pontiacs.  Along with helping us 
maintain our classic’s D.Mac’s restoration services also include, interiors, convertible 
tops, shifters and full on engine extraction, engine rebuild & engine insertion.  If you 
own a Pontiac (or any car/truck actually), D.Mac’s Tire & Automotive is the place to 
go.  The SDPOCI would like to thank Mac for all his help over the years.  Of course he 
does not do this all alone.  All of us that go to D.Mac’s also know Mac’s right hand 
man, Brian as well as the rest of the friendly mechanics, Devin and Tony.   

Thanks all!  



  
Drag Racing 

Mac started drag racing in 1961 and has done allot of it since then.  
I asked Mac for a few of his drag racing memory highlights, up to now of course. 

Won the fastest GTO at the GTO 
Nationals   - TWICE  

Won the Pontiac Nationals in Texas  -
  TWICE  

Won it ALL  at the Moline IL, 
P.O.C.I. National Convention.. 

Won three match races over Jess Tyree at the Hot Rod Reunion, Bakersfield, CA   

  
Memorable Moment 

While racing in Denver in 1996, at the P.O.C.I. convention he met Smoky Yunick and 
John DeLorean.  

Smoky actually autographed Mac’s dash, not to mention the photo below! 



  
 Smoky Yunick     John DeLorean     Mac 

  
  

Mac in 2005 
  

2005 finds Mac and Cheri still owners 
of D.Mac’s Automotive and still living 
in Escondido.  He will start the 2005 
drag racing season still driving his 
Yellow 62 Catalina, but he will be back 
racing in his trademark 1964 GTO 

sometime later this year.  He and Cheri have also been very active members of the 
SDPOCI since 1989 and also the GTOAA since 1994.   
  
  
  

D.Mac’s Tire & Automotive,  525 North Broadway,  Escondido CA.   
760-746-0111 
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You know you are a car nut when…..? 

Answer at the end of my article. 
       The only thing I don’t like about San 
Diego is it gets too cold in the winter.  
We are in the middle of it and I want the 
sun to come out!  Can I whine or what!  
The folks back east would lynch me if 
they could for saying that. 
I want to thank everyone that attended the 
installation brunch.  We had the event at 
the 94th Aero Squadron and it was great 

food, and oh ya, the company couldn’t have been better.  Turn out was a little low but 



many were sick with the crud.  I understand, I had it for about three weeks. 
  
      The all car show, THE SPRING POW-WOW,  that we are sponsoring will be 
Sunday May 1st at the embarcadero north,(by Seaport Village).  We will need volunteers 
to help out so let me know if you are available and willing.  We will have a similar 
format as the last PIP with the BBQ and award plaques.  I would like to go with crystal 
plaques, laser engraved. 
     Steve and I are very excited about our race car build that is in progress as we speak.  
Check out the article that Steve wrote in this newsletter.  See you all soon! 
  

 You know you are a car nut when your trunk looks like a detail shop! 
  

   
     Well, it’s official. I am your 
vice-president for another year. 
The installation brunch took place 
at the 94th Aero Squadron and a 
good time was held by all, (at 
least the intimate group that 
attended). The food was very 
good, the price was reasonable, 
and the facility is very nice. One 
thing that I forgot to mention last 
month was my experience in the 
Holiday Bowl Big Balloon 

Parade. I offered to drive my Firebird to carry one of the dignitaries. I did it mostly for 
my son Matthew. I joked with my wife the day before that maybe I would get to drive 
the mayor. She responded by saying “ You aren’t going to drive the mayor!” I knew that 
he would have a great time no matter who we drove. In any case, we arrived there in the 
morning to find out most assignments had been given and there would be more cars than 
needed. The person doling out responsibilities said that the mayor was not assigned yet. 
The person from the convertible club who was organizing said that they would provide a 
car for him. I showed a bit of disappointment and was asked if I would really like to 
drive the mayor. I said of course. 
      
      Needless to say, especially with the current mayoral controversy, it was quite the 
trip. Matthew waved at the crowd as if everyone was waving at him. As it turns out, 
Mrs. Mayor is a University 
of Connecticut Husky, as I 
am. We all hit it off very 
well and enjoyed ourselves 
immensely. I only wish that 
Matthew would have been 
able to see the parade. 



Below is a photo that Mr. and Mrs. Murphy were gracious enough to take 
  

     The year is already shaping up to be a busy one. I hope you all check the calendar on 
a regular basis to make sure that no event goes unnoticed. I hope to see you out there 
often, and that those of you who haven’t been able to attend meetings in the past will 
show up to our new meeting venue. See you there.  
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Getting Buffed 
    No. not like AHnold or even 
listening to Jimmy Buffet tunes.  I 
mean really "Buffed Out". Like as 
I finally got a new car buffer for 
Christmas.  I have all the other 
tools/toys but never considered a 
power buffer until lately (like 
after getting my second Pontiac to keep shiny).  I did some minor research and was 
looking through the many buffer choices.  As I am mostly interested in buffing out 
polish/wax I found that the web information pointed at Random Orbital Buffers.  I liked 
the idea of the Cordless buffers, as there was no cord to deal with.  After talking to some 
of the other club members who also own dark colored Pontiacs, I found that they all use 
a power buffers on their cars.  I mentioned this fact to my wife Dyanna at some point 
before Christmas and meant to do a little more research.  But with the onslaught of the 
holidays I never really got a chance to research the subject.   Thankfully Dyanna did do 
some research and also talked to some SDPOCI club members who helped her make 
perfect choice.   

     When I opened the new buffer I was very happy but 
mentioned that I thought a cordless buffer would be better. 
As I mentioned, Dyanna did do the research (as I did not 
and should have remained silent) and had all the data as to 
why this new Porter Cable, 3.7 amp, 6in, Variable Speed, 
Random Orbital Buffer would be what I really needed.  She 

was right, as I found out after I did the research. As far as cordless goes, they are great to 
take to shows for some last minute once over buffing.  However the needed speed  (as I 
came to find out) for buffing out wax is 2500 RPM's (this speed needs to be a constant) 
and the cordless tools would have a hard time keeping that speed for an entire car buff 
out (granted you can have multiple batteries) .  And there is also the added weight of the 
battery. Ok on the top part of the car, heavy on the sides.  But is this data all true???     

Next Month  -  Using the new buffer for the first time. 
  

?Question to SDPOCI members? 
What wax do you use? and why? Power Buffer? 

  
Email me your answer, click here! 
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February 2005 
  

Pontiac Drag Days Race #1 
       Mac and I both attended the first race of 
the PDD series on January 22.    We have 
both had better days.  I went out the first 
round for the first time in 2 years, and Mac 
went out the second round.  The only benefit 
of going out the first round is that you can 
get into the “Buy Back” race.  Even there I 
only won one round and then I lost again.  
For me it was an unusual day.  My lights were pretty good during time trials.  I had a 
0.003, a minus 0.004 (red) and a 0.030.  Then in my first race I had a 0.259.  For some 
reason my mind was wondering at the starting line, which is not a good thing.  It was 
disappointing because my normal problem is inconsistent 60’ times, but the track was 
very nice that day as my 60’ times only varied by about 0.015 seconds during 
competition.  On my first Buy Back run I ran 11.124 on an 11.12 dial-in, but my 
opponent red lit, so it was a gimmee.  My 2nd Buy Back was just like eliminations, a 
“sleeper”, with a .218 RT.  Oh well, next time I have to take 15 winks on the line 
instead of 20!  In Mac’s case it was also a mixed bag.  His first time trial was “only” a 
10.47 at 130.  He knew there was an issue as he couldn’t get the exhaust temperature 
up.  He found a piece of rubber blocking one of his alcohol injector nozzles.  The next 
run was 9.547 at 140.99.  His first round opponent red lit so Mac was able to run it out, 
going 9.604 on his 9.64 dial.  The second round was his turn to red light with a –0.038.  
Apparently his trans brake is not locking up consistently again, which results in staging 
too deep.  He ran 9.59 on his 9.64. 

 The next PDD race is Sunday, February 27th.   
Gates open at 7:30 and time trials start by 9:00.   

  
  

High Performance Pontiac (HPP) Shootout 
  

      HPP Magazine was at LACR on both 
Saturday and Sunday.  They were covering the 
PDD meet on Saturday, and Sunday was an HPP 
Shootout.  This is a popular series in the 
magazine, and it was their first time to 
California.  Normally the HPP Shootout has a 

dedicated track and there are only 5 cars.  They can get in upwards of 10 runs and then 
they publish the most interesting ones.  We were lucky to get in 5 runs as we shared the 
track with a lot of other cars, and there were 24 entries in the shootout.  This should 
cover at least 4 issues if they cover every car.  Mac and I were both included in the 
Sunday event.  In Mac’s case he ran his car as he normally does, making no changes.  
He made 3 good runs, and then had a fuel issue on the fourth so he did not make a 5th 
attempt.  He used these runs as practice to get more information about his trans brake 
issue.  His first three were (RT/ET) –0.007/9.59, -0.018/9.56 and –0.028/9.61.  On his 
fourth run he had a fuel problem, slowing to 10.20 at 134, but his RT was a good 
0.014.    
      My Saturday troubles carried over to Sunday.  My first problem was installing the 



paper license plates they give you to use for the shootout.  I couldn’t get my old 
hardware apart.  It took me over one hour to get the plates on.  It turned out the only 
impact was to my psyche as I was not late – just last.  The way the shootout articles are 
written, it is clear that readers of the magazine like to see how making changes to the 
car impacts performance.  So I decided I would make my first run with my exhaust 
system removed and with collectors attached to the headers.  I normally run with a full 
exhaust system.  Then I would run open headers without collectors, and then I would 
reinstall the full exhaust system.  The first run was great.  I got a 1.485 sixty-foot time 
and ran 11.066 at 119.577.  That launch was “wheels up”, so I hope they got a good 
picture of it.  Now my troubles surfaced again.  After the burn out on my second and 
third runs, the car felt like it was still on the rev limiter when I launched.  My 60’ time 
slowed to 1.658 and it was not from tire spin.  I think I fixed it by the fourth run so I 
did get a clean run with the full exhaust.  I will be analyzing the details and drawing 
some conclusions for the article.  At least I will submit them; we will see what gets 
published later.  For the second and third runs I will have to see if I can use the down 
track results to draw any conclusions.   It was a very difficult weekend for me, but the 
shootout was fun.  

It was nice meeting Tom DeMauro (Editor) and seeing Don Keefe (significant 
contributor) again 

          
     For those of you that check out the Performance Years bulletin board check out 
Don’s avatar and I will tell you the story about it later.  As to publication of this 
shootout, I wouldn’t be surprised for it to take about 6 months.  It takes quite awhile to 
go through the whole process. 

  That’s it for now, so “see ya’ at the tree” 

Send all Racing Questions & Comments to the "Old Man" himself at: 
JimTaylor1@cox.net 
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The Mean Indian is Getting Even Meaner 

By Steve Levin
      Work is finally progressing on the engine build for the Mean Indian. Jerry and I went to Bill 

Takanabe’s home shop where the magic is being done. For those of you who don’t know but care 
to, this engine started as a 455 block drilled for 4 bolt mains. It was purchased on e-bay and 

shipped to California. We went to do semi final assembly on January 15.  
  

Below is a partial list of the engine components: 



 Ross high compression dome pistons 
H Beam balance rods 

Custom ground Iskenderian racing cam 
Comp Cam solid roller lifters 
1.6 Comp Cam roller rockers 

Dominator 1190 carb. 
Polished and ported aluminum heads flowing at 355 cfm 

Polished aluminum Victor intake, port matched to the heads. 
Billet polished RSB Motorsport  rocker covers 

Doug’s headers, ceramic coated 1 7/8” tubes with 3 ½ inch collectors 
MSD anodized aluminum crank trigger 

MSD Digital 6 ignition box 
Electric water pump 

  
      This is my first experience in engine assembly and it is very informative to me. Jerry and Bill 
are great teachers. No question is too stupid for them, and believe me, I think I pushed the limits 
during this session. We are having some additional work done on the headers that will allow for 
fuel/air ratio monitoring inside the car. Currently, we are scheduled to have our “Day at the Dyno” 
on February 19. We are excited about positive results. Our target is 750+ horses with just a 
carburetor, (no nitrous).  If things go well, we get to take the engine home with us that day. In next 
month’s article, I will have more info about the disassembly and modifications to the suspension 
and brakes, and maybe even news about installation of the engine in the car. 
I’ll keep my figures crossed or maybe do some type of ritual Indian dance and come March, 
hopefully we’ll be ready to roll. Stay tuned. 

Jerry, I hate to say it, but I think we put it together upside-down. 
   



 
How many pounds in a foot? 

  

 
It looks so pretty, we may never want to start it. 

  
  
  
  
  

 
                             

                                



 
  

  
  

    Heavenly Brownies 
  

Brownies 
 4 squares unsweetened chocolate 
1 cup butter 
2 cups sugar 
3  beaten eggs 
1 tsp vanilla 
1 cup flour 
¼ tsp salt 
1 cup chopped  walnuts 
  
Fudge Frosting 
4 cups chocolate chips  (semi-sweet) 
2  14 oz can condensed milk  (Eagle Brand 
only) 
1 Tlb vanilla 
Mix together over low heat until melted   
Add chopped walnuts for garnish 

   
Melt chocolate with butter and cool slightly.  In separate bowl, cream sugar, eggs and 
vanilla.  Add chocolate mixture and mix.  Add flour and salt and mix again just slightly.  
Add walnuts.  Pour into greased and floured  9 X 13  inch pan.  Bake at 350 degrees for 
30 to 35 minutes.  Do not over bake! 
  

As soon as brownies come out of the oven, top with fudge frosting.    
Sprinkle with walnuts.  Cool and  cut. 

  
Rocky Road Version: 



Add a cup of mini marshmallows to the top of the cooked brownies just before spreading 
the frosting on top. 

  
This recipe always seems to get a  “Blue Ribbon”  at the fair.  Enjoy!! 

  
"Alan's" Wine Selection: Château de Moo 05 (milk) 
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Website of the  Month 

 
Pontiac GTO Bar Stool 

We had a lot of inquiries on the cool Pontiac Bar Stools that were 
 at our GTO display at the San Diego International Auto Show 

  
To purchase these type of bar stools  Click Here! 

  
 

Activities for February     

 SDPOCI Monthly Meeting  
Sizzlers (click here for map) 

February 8 (Tuesday) 

Pontiac Drag Days  
Race #1 

February 27, 7:30am 

Return to Top 
  

Officers Installation Brunch  
 94th Aero Squadron 

Jan. 23, 2005 



      Even though there was a light turnout (flu and cold season took it's 
toll), fun was had by one and all.  The annual SDPOCI Officer’s 
Installation Brunch was held on the outside patio at the 94th Aero Squadron 
on January 23.  President Jerry Beaudry chaired the event thanking all of 
those who made 2004 a successful year and welcoming the returning and 
new officer’s who will determine the fate of the Club in 2005.  John 
Erdman and Greg Raymond received special recognition for their 
contributions as the two outgoing officers.  No one at the brunch really 
imagine that John and Greg will actually retire.  The word on the street is 
that they will still be very active members in the upcoming years.  Future 
SDPOCI President Adam Beaudry (circa 2020) was in standard form, 
making 18 trips to the buffet, getting one item each time. 

 
Back Row: Cindy Keetch, Jerry & Romona Beaudry, Dave Keetch, Steve 
Levin, Les Case, Adam Beaudry, Lori Chase, Bill (Mr. 74) Dunne, Greg 

Raymond, Glenda & John Erdman 
Front Row: Alan Sugarman, Sue & J.C. Dumas 

  
  

 
  
  

SDPOCI Meeting Minutes 

 January 11, 2005 

San Diego Chapter POCI  

Meeting Minutes  
1/11/05 

President Jerry Beaudry called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and announced 
that the meeting would come to order.  
  



Introductions and Guest Speaker:  The SDPOCI welcomes new 
members Ross & Lynda Mills who have 2 2004 GTO’s. Also welcome Bob 
Molls who is restoring his original owner 66 GTO.  
  
Minutes 
A motion was made by Jim Taylor and seconded by Alan Sugarman to approve 
the minutes of December 2004. The motion passed unanimously. 
  
Treasurer’s Report 
Dale Arries, reported that the club has $1387.22 in the bank. 
  
Car Council Report 
  

�  Jan. 1, 2005 New Law, if your windshield wipers are on then you must 
turn on your headlights.  

�  1976 and older do not need to be smogged 
�  We have dates for the San Diego County Fair, Sat June 11 and Friday 

July 1.  Please let Dave Keetch know what day you would like to show 
your car.  

�  Steve Dunn at RCD Suspension would like to let us tour his facility 30 
– 40 people.  

�  Auto Museum show will be June 4. 
�  Tune into Dave Stahl  radio show 7- 9am 
�  We can still get the James Dean exhibit trailer for our show for free. 
�  Call Dave about Barona, Dave Mendenhall 
�  Will there be an El Cajon and Escondido cruise nights in 2005?   

Escondido is still going on in 2005. 
  
Racers Report 
  

�  1-22-05 First race in the Pontiac Drag Days series. 
�  The El Capitan High school car received a $5000 dollar donation from 

an Indian tribe. 
�  Mean Indian – New engine being built on Jan 15, soon to be installed. 
  

Activities Report 
  

�  Pontiac Drag Days  1-22-05   &  2-27-05 
�  Officers Installation Brunch  1/23/05 at the 94 Aero Squadron 
�  Big 3 Swap meet, we have 12 parking spot passes, 2/25 – 2/27 
�  Art Fitzpatrick will give a presentation at the next SDPOCI meeting. 
. 

New Business 
  

�  Voted on changing the meeting location for March, Voted in Fillipis 
Pizza in Mira Mesa. 

�  Please send any updates to the showcase page to Jeff. 



  
OLD Business 
None 
  
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff & Dyanna Gallagher, SDPOCI Secretary 
1/12/2005 
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San Diego Chapter Officers 
President  
Jerry Beaudry  
619-444-1577 

jerrybeaudry@cox.net 

Vice President  
Steve Levin 
760-489-1151 

steve11ca@aol.com 

Secretary  
Dyanna Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

dmadro@cox.net 

Treasurer  
Dale Arries 

619-420-6546 
mstoadswildride@juno.com 

Webmaster/E-Newsletter 
Editor 

Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Co-Activities Chair  
Alan Sugarman  
858-451-3275 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

alan.sugarman@ngc.com 
jgallag@cadence.com 

Historian  
Cindi Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Car Council  
Dave Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 
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Click here for SDPOCI Membership Application  
  

Click here for POCI Membership Application  
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For Newsletter Archives select here! 
  

For a Printable version of the above Newsletter select here! 
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