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Attention SDPOCI  members, Due’s time once again. See last page for details 

 

 SDPOCI Monthly Meeting, March. 14, Tuesday, 7:00 pm  
This month the meeting is at: Fillipi’s Pizza in Mira Mesa.  



 
 A Brush With Royalty 

By: Terry Shrock 
      
 
 
     In  early June, 1996 I happened upon an 
AP Photo in the San Diego Union-Tribune 
that caught my eye.  The photo was of The 
Crown Princess Victoria of Sweden. She 
was being driven from her high school 
graduation back to the Royal Palace in 
Stockholm by her father, King Carl 
Gustav in his prized Metallic Red 1969 
Pontiac GTO Convertible.  

 
 

      I thought it interesting that the King of 
Sweden, a noted car collector, would 
choose a Pontiac GTO for this event, a very 
important milestone in the life of his 
daughter, the Princess.  
      
 
      I then called the Swedish Embassy in 
Washington D. C. and spoke with a young 
lady and told her of my plans to send the 
King some pictures of my 1969 Pontiac 
GTO Convertible. 
 
 
      She gave me the address of the King at 
the Royal palace in Stockholm and told me 
that she thought he would enjoy receiving 
information about my car.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 On June 4, 1996 I wrote the 
King a letter and enclosed two 
pictures of my car along with 
copies of my original 
paperwork.  In my letter I, with 
tongue in cheek, offered to let 
the King drive my car if he ever 
got to San Diego.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some 4 months later I received 
a reply from the King's 
Secretary with regrets that he 
was unable to take me up on my 
offer.(see below) Looks like he 
probably got a laugh out of the 
whole thing. 
 

 



Scenes From Afghanistan 
The below pictures are from our own Lt. Cmdr. Heath (Heeter) Thomas while deployed.  

For more, see his new website at:   http://members.cox.net/heeters78/ 

 



 
 
Gentlemen (and gentle ladies), 
start your engines. April is here 
and with it comes Daylight 
Savings Time. And with that 
comes the car show season. We 
start the season off with the 
second annual Spring Pow Wow, 
our clubs premier show of the 
year. This year we will be in a 
new venue, a great one at that. 
Simpson’s Nursery will play host 
to the club this year and we are 
looking forward with great 
anticipation. If you haven’t 
already, please send in your 
registration forms, and make 

sure to get your friends to turn in their forms as well. Remember, this show is now open to all. Yes, we will 
feature Pontiac, but there are a whole slew of awards for vehicles of all makes and models. There will be 
raffles, food, music, and shopping, something for everyone. 
 
 Another thing that April brings in Cruisin’ Grand, the Friday weekly event in Escondido where 
hundreds of cars and a great many more people show up to look, chat, eat, shop and just have a great time. 
This event runs from the first Friday in April until the last Saturday in September. We will be signing up for 
our club night to reserve on spot on Broadway. This is generally in conjunction with our annual Super Cruise. 
 
 Jerry and I are attending Pontiac Heaven at the start of April. Also attending from the club are D. Mac 
and “Old Man” Taylor. Alan Sugarman and my son Matthew will be going along with us for moral support as 
well. I am looking forward to my first run on a ¼ mile since we have put in the new motor. There is a full 
weekend of racing with Pontiac Heaven on Saturday, Muscle Car Heaven on Sunday, and even racing till 
midnight on Friday night. A car show and other festivities are planned as well. Look for my report next month 
on how things went. 
 
 Lastly, my monthly reminder about the National POCI convention at the end of June. If you haven’t 
already, get yourself registered and get your room reserved. It isn’t often we have the Nationals in our own 
back yard (ok, so next door), so let’s all take advantage of the opportunity and show the rest of the country 
what a great local chapter is all about. I look forward to seeing you there as well as on April 29th at the Pow 
Wow. 
 

 
 
 



    The cruise season got off to a fast 
start with a real nice show at Daltons 
Roadhouse.  As always there was a 
good size turnout for this free 
monthly show.  My GTO was 
having some wing work done so I  
took my 1971 LeMans convertible 
and met up with fellow SDPOCI 
member Terry Shrock.  It was a very 
pleasant day, cool yet sunny.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Check the Website’s Calendar for updated info on all SDPOCI events! 
 

 



   Well Pontiacers,  The season is upon us.  
Things are really starting to pick up.  Spring 
has sprung and with it comes more and more 
automobile activities.  Just a short run-down 
of things to come in the near future are:  
Goodguys show at the Del Mar Fairgrounds 
on March 31 to April 2,  the Rookies Car 
Show in Oceanside on April 9,  Motorcars 
On Mainstreet near the Hotel Del on April 
23,  Heartbeat Happening at Bates Nut Farm 
and SDPOCI SPRING POW WOW AT 
SIMPSON’S NURSERY ON APRIL 29.    
 
 
 

 
     I just want to take a minute to invite all of you to our annual show.  If you have never been to Simpson’s 
Nursery, it’s a great place for a car show and a great place just to meaner around.  They are set up for car 
shows with several antique cars and memorabilia of their own, an antique gas station (the possible scene of 
our individual pictures this year) a huge nursery and a great place on the grass to display our cars.  We will 
have a buckboard supplying our refreshments for the morning and lunch in the afternoon and a complementary 
photo of you and your ride as you enter.  We will also be having a raffle so please bring a nice gift to raffle 
off.   
 
 
 
      On a slightly different note, my 455 engine build was 
completed earlier in the month and Jerry Beaudry and I took it 
out to Pomona to be dyno’d.  We met Ole Man Taylor and Bill 
Takanabe who built OMT’s new race engine.  My engine went 
first and we had two good pulls with 295 horsepower and 505 lb-
ft. of torque.  We adjusted the timing and made a third run 
and……bang.  SHUT DOWN!  Upon pulling the heads, the only 
damage done was a blown head gasket.  Next stop….Bill 
Takanabe is going to machine the heads and block to an RA50 
finish and we will use a Cometic head gasket.  Hopefully that 
will fix the problem.  Stay tuned and don’t touch that dial. 
 

 
Drive It Like You Stole It!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
April 2006 

 
 
Pontiac Drag Days Race #3 – Rained Out 
The weather has had bad timing this month.  LACR announced on Friday afternoon that 
 the track would be closed Friday night and Saturday.  I had the car loaded, but at least  
I had not yet left the house.  The next race is April 29. 
 
Antique Drags 
Barona is holding the 30th annual Antique Drags on Sunday, April 30.  I don’t plan on  
going as there is a PDD race April 29.  Gates open at Barona at 6:30 AM and racing  
begins at 8:00 AM. 
 
Away Races 
The Pontiac Heaven and Musclecar Heaven drag races in Phoenix (Speedworld Raceway  
Park) on April 1-2 are shaping up to be great events.  There are cars and spectators  
coming from long distances, and many Pontiac aftermarket parts suppliers are planning  
on being there.   
April 1st will be the all Pontiac race and April 2nd will be the Musclecar race (all makes).   
This is always a fun weekend, and hopefully it won’t disappoint this year.  For info go  
to the Pontiac Heaven web site - http://www.pontiacheaven.org/ 
There will also be a drag race at the National POCI convention.  Convention dates are J 
une 27 to July 2, with drag racing on Friday, June 30 at the California Speedway (Fontana).   
It is getting a lot of national sponsorship and should end up having a great payout for the  
money brackets. 
 
Dyno Day! 
Well, after all of the problems I experienced with my “project engine” it was finally  
completed in March and we pursued a date for the dyno.  Jerry Beaudry had been helping  
Alan Sugarman with the rebuild of his 455, and it was done about the same time as my  
engine.  To save money we shared a dyno day at the Vrbancic Brothers in Ontario on  
March 21.  Alan and Jerry went first.  The first good pull on Alan’s engine made 394  
HP, pretty good for a street engine.  After that run they decided to advance the timing  
to see if they could get to the 400 mark.  Something must have gone wrong with the  
timing setup as the engine started pumping a lot of oil smoke out of the breathers.   
The engine was shut off and looked at for symptoms.  It had blown oil out the back of the 
 crankshaft, and when the #6 plug was removed a fountain of water came out.  Hopefully  
it is just a blown head gasket and cracked ring!  We then hooked my 482 up and did some 
pulls.  The best run was 710 HP at 6500 RPM and 634 lb-ft of torque at 5100 RPM.  We 
tried a total of three carburetors and three manifold spacer configurations.  The only  
change from the very first run to the best run was to retard the timing from a total of 32  
degrees down to 30 degrees.  We have a few things to review, but the results weren’t bad.   



I hope to be installing the engine 
in July.  I am waiting until then 
so I can participate in  
some races that I don’t want to 
miss.  If you want to hear one of 
my dyno runs you can  
go to the following link.  Thanks 
to Mark Strelka for hosting this 
and some videos of my cars.  
Mark made my new valve 
covers.    
www.strelkabuilt.com/JimTaylor
/JimTaylorDyno.wmv 
 
That’s all the skinny for now, so 

“see ya’ at the tree” 
JimTaylor1@cox.net 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Ontario, CA 

 



 
     In conjunction with this year’s POCI Convention, POCI is pleased to present its third annual drag race 
event; Gettin’ Your Kicks In 2006 at the nearby Auto Club Dragway located at California Speedway in 
Fontana, California on Friday, June 30th.  The track is just a short 10 minute drive from the Ontario 
Convention Center.  Thanks to the efforts of the POCI Drag Race Committee, Gettin’ Your Kicks In 2006 
looks to be the biggest and most exciting POCI Drag Race ever. More than $10,000 in Cash, Trophies and 
Prizes will be awarded. Competitors will have their choice of three (3) money brackets and three (3) trophy 
brackets as well as a time only lane. The money brackets will be highlighted by a Quick 8 Program that will 
feature some of the fastest & finest Pontiac racers in the country. 

     Cash, Trophies and Prizes will be awarded back four (4) places to the semi-final rounds in each bracket. 
Racers competing in the money brackets will also be paid back four (4) places to the semi-final rounds. 

      Don’t let the thought or racing an experienced racers scare you away. Be it a 9 second tube chassis 
dedicated drag car to a 19 second show car, we have a bracket for everyone. You will be competing with like 
cars based upon the speed/quickness of your car. If you have not been down a drag strip and are not up to the 
side-by-side racing action you can run in our Test ‘n Tune lane. At your own pace you can run your Pontiac 
down the track. Pontiac’s are born to run and in this way you can legally plant your foot into it and stretch out 
the old Pontiac’s legs. 

Fan Appreciation 
     This is not just a racers’ event…this is a family fun day for all Pontiyakers. Sure we will have a number of 
bracket race classes for the racers along with the prerequisite trophy awards and prizes but we are doing 
something different. We are conducting a Fan Appreciation Drawing to encourage fans to come out to the 
track and see some grr-reat Pontiac racing. With each paid admission entrants will be entered into our Fan 
Appreciation Drawing. Prizes from some of the Pontiac community’s most respected names will be awarded 
throughout the afternoon to those fans in attendance.  At the time of this writing we are proud to announce 
sponsorship support form Pontiac, AllPontiac.com, Jim Wangers Productions, Butler Performance, Hubbes 
Performance, Pacific Performance Racing, and Year One. We are in conversation with several other highly 
identified companies and will make those announcements as sponsorships are finalized. 

Track Admission 
     Track admission is $10 for all entrants. Kids 10 and under are free with an adult admission. Racers will 
purchase their tech card and buy into the day’s race program.  Money brackets buy-in is $45. Trophy brackets 
buy-in is $25. Test ‘n Tune is $15. 

Event T-Shirts 
     Another outstanding piece of artwork has been created by Dave Bell for the event.  This 10-color art will 
be screened on the back of a high quality heavy weight cotton tshirt and will be available in sizes from small 
to 4XL. 



HPP Shootout 
     We are also please to announce that High Performance Pontiac will be conduction one of their shootouts 
at the POCI Drags. We will be assembling 15 cars for this special feature that will run in several issues of the 
magazine. 

Bracket Designations and Rules 
�  NHRA Bracket Rules will apply. 
�  Super Chief (Quick 8) – 12.99 & 
quicker: Super Chief Bracket 
competitors must be a Pontiac bodied 
car or run a “traditional” Pontiac motor. 
GM Corporate motors will be allowed, 
provided the car is a Pontiac. All 
electronics and launch enhancements 
are allowed. Qualifying cars will come 
from the Chief Bracket entries. Cars 
not meeting the Quick 8 will be 
designated to compete in the Chief 
Bracket. 
 
�  Chief Bracket – 12.99 & quicker: 
Chief Bracket competitors must be a 
Pontiac bodied car or run a “traditional” 
Pontiac motor. GM Corporate motors 
will be allowed, provided the car is a 
Pontiac. All electronics and launch 
enhancements are allowed. 
 
�  Warrior Bracket – 11.50 & slower: 
No electronics/delay boxes. 
Transbrakes are allowed. The car 
must be a Pontiac and run a 
“traditional” Pontiac motor or a factory 
authorized and installed motor (77 and 
later). 
 

�  Stock Bracket – 11.50 & slower: 
The Stock bracket is designed for 
stock and stock appearing 
competitors. The car must be a 
Pontiac and run a “traditional” Pontiac 
motor or a factory authorized and 
installed motor (77 and later) and run 
through a closed exhaust system. No 
delay boxes, electronics, transbrakes, 
racecar lettering or slicks allowed. 
DOT approved tires are allowed. 
 
�  FWD Bracket – 11.50 & slower: The 
FWD Bracket is for GM Front-Drive 
cars (ie. Grand Prix, Grand Am, 
Bonneville, etc.). Slicks and DOT tires 
are allowed. 
 
�  TOW Bracket: The TOW Bracket is 
open to all GM trucks and SUVs. 
 
�  Time Only: This class is open to all 
Pontiac/GMC enthusiasts regardless of 
skill level. 
More Information 
For more POCI Drag Race 
information visit the Pontiac Drag Days 
website at www.pontiacdragdays.com 
or call 310-465-0603. 
 

 

 
 
 



Activities for April 2006 
Need More Info? Contact:  Jeff or Alan 

 
April 7th  

1st  Crusin Grand 
Escondido, Ca 

 
 

Monthly Meeting 
April 11, Tuesday, 2006 

7:00 pm 
At: Filippi's Pizza Grotto in Mira Mesa 

 
April 23rd  

Motorcars On Mainstreet 
Coronado, CA 

 
April 29 th   

Spring Pow Wow Show  
Simpson’s Nursery  

Jamul CA 
 
 

For more show/cruise info, check the SDPOCI’s on-line Calendar 
 
 
 
 
  

Dyanna Madro 
Terry Senior 
Allan Sugarman 

 
 
 
 
 
 



San Diego Chapter POCI 
Meeting Minutes   3/14/06 

 
Vice President Jeff Gallagher called the meeting to order at 7:00  pm and  announced that the meeting would 
begin.  
 
Introductions and Guest Speaker: 
New members: Mike Bendak who has a 1960 Bonneville and 89 Firebird and Nick Slupinski who has a 65 
GTO. 
 
Minutes 
A motion was made by Jerry and seconded by Jim Taylor  to approve the minutes of the last months meeting.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Dale Reported $2460.15 
 
Car Council Report: Dave Keetch 

- Dues for the Car Council, Dale will mail check 
- 6-3-2006 Museum Show, we need to supply a raffle prize and they need judges. 
- Chula Vista  6-6-06 to 9-26-06 
- La Mesa 6-1-06 to 8-1-06 
- El Cajon 4-12-06 
- Escondido 4-7-06 to Oct. 
- Fair dates  Tue 6-20-06 & Sat 6-17 
 

 
Racers Report: Jim Taylor 

- Jim Raced in the snow 
- Next race 3-18-06 
- Phoenix race coming up 

 
Activities Report 

- 3-31-06 to 4-2-06 Good Guys show Del Mar 
- Motor cars on Mainstreet – Coronado  
- 4-29-06 Spring Pow Wow show  Simpsons Nursery,. Jamul  
- Booth planning committee for ht Nationals 
- Trash pickup 3-19-06  

 
Old Business: None 
      -Big 3 Swap meet went very well 
 
New Business: 

-.News from the front – Heeter is doing good and sends his regards. 
- Birthdays for March Jerry, Chuck, Brian and Cindy 

 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dyanna Madro-Gallagher, SDPOCI Secretary 
March 15, 2006 



San Diego Pontiac Oakland International 
Chapter Officers 

President  
Steve Levin 
760-489-1151 

steve11ca@aol.com 

Vice President  
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Secretary  
Dyanna Madro 
Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

dmadro@cox.net  
 

Treasurer  
Dale Arries 
619-420-6546 

mstoadswildride@juno.com 

Webmaster/E-
Newsletter Editor 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Activities Director 
Alan Sugarman  
858-451-3275 

alan.sugarman@ngc.com 
 

Historian  
Cindi Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Car Council  
Dave Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Membership Renewal Information 
 

 San Diego POCI Due's: $35 per year.  Make check payable to S.D. POCI 
 Send check to: 
       S.D. POCI 
      579 Fig Ave.  
Chula Vista, CA 91910-5420 
_________________________________ 
  
For the National POCI  membership renewal, you can now do so online: 
 http://www.poci.org/  go to the "Membership Renewal" tab. 
  
Or by mail: send $31 (add $2 for spouse) or $34 dollars to:  
 P.O. Box 9569 
Bradenton, FL 34206 
Note: Be sure to include your POCI member number when you send your check.  

 


