
 
    April  2007 

 
“Rolling Thunder” Delights Crowd at St Patrick’s Day Parade 

 

*D. Mac’s Grand Opening BBQ*  
Sunday April 21  

 
The Next Monthly Meeting will be:  

April 10, (Tuesday) El Torito’s Restaurant  
7:00 pm Mira Mesa 

----------------------------------------- 
May Meeting will be at:  JBA Performance Center 
Due’s for the new year do NOW! (See last page) 

 



 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

      
       Melissa and the Heeter in full Irish Gear                             Dave Keetch had the Bonnie ready. 
 

              
         Sometimes curiosity is a bad thing.                         Jim & Lissa were ready to rock  the parade 

                                                    
The Boatman in the SUNGOAT led the way. 



 
Well, I left Oklahoma 
Driving in a Pontiac 
Just about to lose my mind 
I was goin’ to Arizona 
Maybe on to California 
Where the People are all 
livin’ so fine 
 
Eric Clapton 
“Tulsa Time” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello Poncho Owners, 
 
Well, spring has sprung and car shows and cruise nights are starting up.  Due to an early start of daylight 
savings time, we’re off to an early start.  For a complete rundown of the activities starting up, be sure to go to 
our calendar website at http://www.sdpoci.com/calendar.htm.  If you haven’t done it by now it’s time to drop 
the engines and trannies back into the old American Iron and get ‘um up and running.  As you can see, April is 
flush with events, including a poker run, Chiefs Along The Channel, Motorcars on Mainstreet in Coronado 
and many local and neighborhood mini-cruises.  By mid April, Cruisin’ Grand and the El Cajon weekly cruise 
will both up in full swing. 
 
We had a great showing at the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade this year.  We had five cars show up, Jeff and 
Dyanna had a little trouble and didn’t make it (been there), but the rest of us had a great time.  This is 
definitely something you may want to participate in next year.   
 
Before I go too far, I want to remind everyone who has not paid his or her dues to please do so.  As of this 
writing, we’ve had a good showing, but there are still a few of you that need to pony up.  Remember your dues 
are what keeps us humming along.  Thanks for your support. 
 
Our annual show is about two and a half months away and things are falling into place very nicely.  We have 
some good (and new) venders, Jim Wangers and Art Fitzpatrick will be there and we are pushing all of the 
local clubs to come out.  This is shaping up to be the best show yet.  
 
As you can see, we have a lot of activities planned.  No moss gathers under the feet of the SDPOCI.  Be sure 
to visit our calendar and come out to some events. 
 
     
 

Drive It Like You Stole It!  
         The Prez 

 
 



The Sounds of Thunder" 
"Is that the sounds of thunder?" was the 
question that we heard coming from the 
loud speakers set up on the 8 or 10 
reviewing stands along the 45 minute 
route at the 2007 St. Patrick's Day 
Parade on March 17th in San Diego's 
Balboa Park area. The answer to the 
question:  "No, it’s the members of the 
San Diego Chapter of the POCI in their 
vintage Pontiacs". We were Entry No. 
220 in what turned out to be one of the 
largest and best attended parades in San 

Diego history.  What a great day it was!!  But things didn't start out that way. I awoke at 6am to some low 
cloud cover and even some mist in the air in San Marcos. By 7am the roadway was dry but I had to swipe my 
windshield wipers a couple of times on the way to our meeting place off I-15. Then things got even worse.  No 
black on black 1972 455 GOAT in the parking lot. It seems that a quirky solenoid kept the 455 GOAT at 
home and, since the LeMans was in Mac's Shop, no Jeff and Dyanna Gallagher in the parade, something that 
they had been looking forward to for a year. That left us with 5 cars for our entry.  Our fearless leader and 
Club President Alan and friend Rosemary arrived shortly and we proceeded onward to Balboa Park where we 
met up with the others, Heath and Melissa Thomas, Jim and Lissa Thompson and Dave Keetch, and we were 
sent to our assigned staging area. Since the Parade wasn't scheduled to start until 11 am we had some time to 
walk around the area, check out some of the vendors and have some coffee. I ended up back at the staging area 
and passed out some of the Irish Green beads that we purchased for the Parade which were quite a hit, 
especially with the uniformed fireman manning the both new and vintage fire engines that were parked next to 
us. Parades have a certain "hurry up and wait" mentality, but, eventually, about 11:30 things started to pick up 
and, as if by some magic from above, the sun started to show itself, sweatshirts and other outer garments were 
shed and we had another one of those t-shirt and shorts days that make San Diego famous. Because my car is 
Verdoro Green and it’s a St. Patrick's Day Parade I was asked to do the honors and carry the Entry Number 
220 on my windshield. This meant a lot to me since my father, Glen Patrick, was born on March 17th, 1907 
and the Parade this year was on the 17th, as well. My Irish grandmother, Nellie Killoran, was convinced that 
he was a saint and that "her ship had come in!" In fact, my dad's favorite color was Green, as any true 
Irishman's choice would be. (I hope Jeff doesn't read this!!) Finally, the waiting was over and we got going 
just before noon, having been sent off by a Parade Marshal whom I have known for years through car clubs 
and shows. One of the tricks in driving in this Parade is to time your arrival to co inside with the reading of the 
Club description over the pa systems set up at the various reviewing stands. Since there was a lowly mustang 
right in front of us, I waited for it to pass and, while I didn't know what had been written for our club, waited 
to hear the words. When I heard "Is it the sound of thunder or is it the cars of the SDPOCI", I knew when to 
open up my e-cut-outs and make some noise, which was a great hit as I repeated it all along the Parade route. 
Lots of cheers and applause, except from one particular motorcycle cop who apparently got me mixed up with 
those other guys who where, as Dave Keetch so aptly put it, 
"chirping their tires". There was even a series of mini burnouts, 
entirely sanctioned by the Parade Officials sitting on high, if you 
can believe that. If we didn't win the trophy for "Best Car Club" if 
was fixed. While the Parade was fun it only lasted about 45 
minutes and we then drove off to the Studio Diner for a late 
lunch. Having reservations allowed us to sit together on the 
patio. The lunch was great, the company fantastic, and the drive 
home on a warm, sunny day in a GTO convertible, priceless. One 
final note, my new e-mail: 69sungoat@cox.net.  SUNGOAT 



No Luck for this 
Irishman on 

St. Patrick’s Day 
      Dyanna and I have looked 
forward to this St. Patrick’s 
Day parade since last years was 
rained out.  This year the 
weather prediction was for clear 
and sunny skies.  I prepared the 
GTO for parade duty, cleaned 
and waxed it to a gleaming 
black jewel.  Loaded the trunk 
with supplies for the day, got 

the beads, full tank of gas and last but not least, the wife.  In the car ready to go and all I get is CLICK CLICK 
CLICK.!   The starter picked this particular moment in time to go belly up.  I was not a happy camper.  
We could not drive in the parade but did manage to get the beads to the  Boatman (Terry Shrock) so all was 
not lost.  
I removed the old starter and Mac got a new one for me. Once I re-installed it , all was right with the universe 
once again. 
 

Daltons Car Show 
I always wonder at the start of a new year 
how a particular year will be as far as car 
show turnout.  If Daltons is any predictor 
this will  be a really big year for classic 
cars.  Daltons parking lot was completely 
full for last months car show.  As always 
there were  a few of the SDPOCI members 
there to take in a great day.  

 
 
 
 

 
D. Mac’s Grand Opening BBQ 

                                                              
Cheri & Mac have invited all the  
members of the SDPOCI to attend a BBQ 
on Sunday April 22. This will be at their 
new facilities located at 1554 East Grand 
Avenue in Escondido.  Bring out your 
Pontiac!  All the other businesses will be 
closed and we will have the entire parking 
lot to ourselves.   
BBQ, Cars, Music and good friends. 
Does it really get any better than that? 
The festivities will begin at 11:am and 
run till about 2:pm.  



 
April 2007 

Pontiac Drag Days 
March 17th was the third PDD race of the season, and the third one I have missed.  My friends also missed it 
so I don’t even know the results of the event.  The next big event is Pontiac Heaven in Phoenix, but my engine 
was finished too late to make it.  I have made the last 5 years in a row, so it is a tough race for me to miss. 

Rebuilt 482 and Dyno Results 
Well, well, well, I just came back from the dyno at Vrbancic Brothers in Ontario and the issues continue.  
There were some whopping improvements in torque, but the max horsepower didn’t change much.  We 
experienced some oiling issues that have to be fixed so the hope is that the HP was down for that reason.  
Even so, the max torque was 681 lb-ft at 4600 RPM and the max HP was 717 at 6400.  The pulls last year 
resulted in 637 at 4900 and 706 at 
6400.  However, average torque 
increased about 30 lb-ft and 
average hp also increased about 30 
numbers.  It just flattened out at 
the top end.  It will not go on the 
dyno again, but some oiling mods 
will be made before I install the 
engine.  I am still hoping to start 
the install this weekend.  I hope to 
make the April 21st PDD race.  
That will be the 100th race by the 
PDD organization, and Bernie 
Longjohn will be giving an NHRA 
Wally to the winner.  Then I hope 
to make the Antique Drags at 
Barona on May 20th.  Since I 
missed the Phoenix race this year I 
decided I will try to make it to the 
POCI Nationals in Tulsa in July.  That’s an awful time of year to be racing in OK (very hot), but that’s when it 
is.  I have enough relatives back there that I will not have to pay for lodging.  I mentioned that I would like to 
stay at the hotel during the event for the convenience, but they wouldn’t hear of it.  No sense upsetting the 
relatives! 

The other piece of news is that I did receive my replacement MR-1 block.  It looks good, but I 
would still like to get it sonic and hardness tested. 

See ya’ at the tree (if I ever get it back together again)             JimTaylor1@cox.net   

 



Activities for April  2007 
 

SDPOCI Monthly Meeting, Tuesday April 10, El Toritos, 7:pm 
 

Date Area Event Contact Comments 

April 14 
Saturday 

Santee 
CA 

Poker Run 
Sponsored by: East County Cruisers  

Call:  
760-440-9058   

Website Info 
Starts at:  Pinnacle Peak 

Steakhouse, Mission Gorge 

April  15 
Sunday  

Rancho 
Bernardo 

Cruisin Coco's 
Discount Meals for all who bring a car     11:am - 2:pm 

16759 Bernardo Center Dr.  

April 22 
Sunday 

Escondido 

D. Mac's Grand Opening BBQ 
SDPOCI Day at Mac's Shop 

See Mac's new facility  
and have lunch with the club!!  

Call: Alan 
858-592-3088  

       Time: 11:am -2:pm 
      Food: BBQ   

April 28 
Saturday 

Madera, 
CA 

Central Valley Classics Car Show 
Pontiac, Olds, Buick, Cadillac   

Email 
kmuel@aol.com  

Website Info 

April 29 
Sunday 

Ventura, 
CA 

Chiefs Along the Channel 
Pontiac Car Show   

Call: Tom 
805-484-2981  

Reg: 8:am 
Show: 10:am - 3:pm 

April 29 
Sunday 

Torrance, 
CA 

Rev'ved Up 4 Kidz 
Charity Car Show   

  www.revvedup4kidz.com 
Show: 10:am - 3:pm 

April 29 
Sunday 

Coronado Motor Cars on Mainstreet 
Charity Car Show   

  www.coronadomainstreet.com 
Show: 10:am - 3:pm 

              

Weekly Cruises  

Day Area Event Contact Comments 

Friday Escondido Cruisin Grand  
Beginning: March 30 Thru  September 28    

5 - 9 PM  
Every Friday  

Wednesday   El Cajon Cajon Classic Cruise Show 
April 11 - August 29     5 - 9 PM  

Every Wednesday  

 

Rules, Rules and Now Even MORE Rules 
Escondido changes Pre Show Parking Regulations 

1. Escondido Police Department will be issuing parking tickets until 4 pm on Cruisin Fridays(regular is 
5pm) and therefore if you park your car before 2 pm you will  be subject to a ticket.  

All of us want to avoid parking tickets and make sure our businesses can continue  to do        
business  while the event is getting started each Friday.  The event does not start until 5 pm.  

2. To keep clear access to the Downtown Businesses and unobstructed sidewalks to the business 
customer, we ask that no chairs be placed on the sidewalks before 4:30pm.  

3. South Kalmia will be closed to all parking at 4:30 pm and opened for the late arrival Classic Car 
parking at 5:00 pm. Cars, including Classics, parked on South Kalmia during the closed time period  
will be subject to a ticket/towing by the Escondido Police. Access the late parking will be via the alley 
from Juniper .  

 



Sunday June 17th, 2007  
SDPOIC Presents:  3rd Annual  
Spring Pow Wow Show 

 
Back on the Bay at the: Embarcadero North 

Registration: 8:00 am to 10:00 am -- Show 10:00am to 3:00 pm 
Benefiting the "Fisher House" Helping Military Families 

Download the Registration Form from the Home page 
 

-------------------------------------- 
 
 

  
  Dyanna Madro-Gallagher 
   Lou Brown 
   Ben Morris 
   Terry Senior 

 
 



San Diego Chapter POCI 
Meeting Minutes 

March 2007 
President Alan Sugarman Called the meeting to order at 7:pm and announced that the meeting would come to 
order 
 
Introductions and Guest Speaker: Leo & Kristin Monteil who own a 72 GTO also Arnun & Jean Amborse 
who own many Pontiacs. 
 
Minutes: A motion was made by Jeff Gallagher  and seconded by Heath Thomas to approve the minutes of 
the previous month.  The motion passed unanimously  
 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Jerry Beaudry reported that the club has $1212.63  and no outstanding debts.  
 
Car Council Report:  Dave Deetch reported on Call Box #151 

1. 6/2/07 Auto Museum Show, 10 Cars or more will get a trophy class. Need vounteers fro Judging 
2. Mar 25 Swap Meet 
3. App 272829 
4. Nat. City Auto show, 1st Sunday in August 
5. El Cajon Cruise starting as well as the Escondido Cruise 
6. April 13, Santee Lakes cruise will start up 

 
Racers Report: See Newsletter, Pontiac Heaven is coming up. 
 
Activities Report: 

1. Next months meeting at JBA’s, Jim Thomson to arrange 
2. Encinitas Cruise on Thursday, Taste of Mainstreet, August 
3. St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
4. Cruisin Coco’s 3rd Sunday of the month 
5. Santee Lakes 
6. Our Spring Pow Wow Show, need volunteers.  

 
New Business:  A Special Thanks to Cindy Keetch for arranging the pot luck at the big 3 Swap Meet. 
 
Old Business: None 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
Jeff Gallagher, Stand in Secretary  
  

       
 
 
 

 



San Diego Pontiac Oakland International 
Chapter Officers 

President  
Alan Sugarman  
858-451-3275 

alan.sugarman@ngc.com 
 

Vice President  
Terry Shrock 
760-598-8905 

69sungoat@cox.net.   

Secretary  
Dyanna Madro 
Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

dmadro@cox.net  
 

Treasurer  
Jerry Beaudry 
619-368-5208 

jerrybeaudry@cox.net  

Webmaster/E-
Newsletter Editor 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Historian  
Cindi Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Car Council  
Dave Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

 
Membership Renewal Information 

 
 San Diego POCI Due's: $25 per year.   
Make check payable to S.D. POCI 
 Send check to: 
       S.D. POCI 
11027 Dutton Drive 
La Mesa, CA 91941 
_________________________________ 
  
For the National POCI  membership renewal, you can now do so online: 
 http://www.poci.org/  go to the "Membership Renewal" tab. 
 Or by mail: send $31 (add $2 for spouse) or $34 dollars to:  
 POCI World HQ 
 PO Box 539 
Victor, NY   14564 
 
Note: Be sure to include your POCI member number when you send your check.  


