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Pontiac’s at the Main Street America Show 

 
 

The SDPOCI’s August Meeting will be:  
Tuesday, August 14th 7:00  Studio Diner  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



       � ’m sitting at my desk the day 
after the Main Street America Car 
Show hosted by the Corvette Owners 
Club of San Diego.  What a show.  If 
you didn’t attend, you really missed a 
class act.  They had 424 pre-registered 
cars which filled the Embarcadero 
North.  They had so many cars that 
their club cars were parked adjacent to 
Seaport Village which enticed many 
passersby to take a closer look at all of 
the cars on display.  As usual, their 
club did a bang up job from start to 
finish.  It was a perfect day, the 
overcast clouds burned off by about 

9:30 and it turned out to be another perfect San Diego day.  The point I’m trying to make is what a great city 
and general area we live in, not just for automobile related activities, but everything in general.  During this 
same weekend there were sand castle contests in Imperial Beach, the Comic-Con show at our conventions 
center and numerous other activities 
throughout the community.  While much of 
the country is sweltering in heat and humidity 
or getting pounded by rain, we are basking in 
the sunshine and thoroughly enjoying the 
summer.   
 
Speaking of activities, we have another club 
event coming up on August 16 on Highway 
101 in Encinitas. The city hosts a monthly 
“Rods and Woodies” show much like Cruisin’ 
Grand in Escondido and the Cajon Classic 
Cruise in El Cajon.  As usual, the parking can 
be a problem, but our club has secured 
preferential reserved parking so there is no 
need to arrive super early.  In addition to the 
car show, there is another event happening.  It 
is the annual “Taste of MainStreet” 
International Food Festival.  Presented by the 
Downtown Encinitas MainStreet Association, 
the Taste of MainStreet has become one of the largest and most successful events of its kind in San Diego 
County. Participating restaurants will offer delicious samples of a vast variety of food. Guests will be treated 
to 30 different taste sensations.  Tickets are $20 and can be obtained by calling 760-943-1950.  This promises 
to be a great event so let’s all go down there and have a great time.  Remember, WE have preferred, 
reserved parking so this will be a no hassle evening.  For more information, go to 
http://www.encinitas101.com/specialtaste.htm. 
 
There are many other automobile events still to come this summer so be sure to go to our website 
at http://www.sdpoci.com/calendar.htm for all of the info. 
 
That’s about it from my side of the desk.  Hope to see you at some of these events. 
 Alan 



Was That July? 

That Just Went Bye-Bye? 
 � ooks like it’s that time of 
month again.  I received the clarion call 
from Jeff, our friendly webmaster, aka J-
man the Taskmaster, to send in my 
contribution for the upcoming August 
Newsletter. Can it be true that its time to 
publish the August 2007 Newsletter?  
What happened to July?  Was it just a 
small blip on the radar screen of life?  

How have we come this far so quickly?   
As they say, time flies when you’re having fun. 

 
 And fun was had by all who took advantage of the many opportunities involving Pontiacs and parades 
and car shows in San Diego. 
 
 I was initially contacted by Dave Pyle, a member of SDPOCI and the Poway Cruisers about a car 
show-parade scheduled for the Forth of July in Rancho Bernardo. The Rancho Bernardo Spirit of the Fourth 
Parade and Car Show. It seems that they needed cars to participate in a show in the morning and a parade in 
the afternoon. They needed convertibles for the parade so I contacted the organizer who set up the car show as 
well as the person in charge of convertibles that would carry the numerous dignitaries in the parade.  The car 
show lasted until 2pm at which time the convertibles were to report to their nearby staging area. There was 
also a reception for the drivers and their passengers at one of the local Banks.  I was assigned to carry John 
Schmidt from The Navy League. A graduate of Annapolis, he is a retired Navy Captain who once served as 
the commander of the USS Will Rogers, a nuclear powered submarine. The Navy League is an organization of 
retired Navy personnel supporting  active-duty sailors. 
 
 Dave Pyle and his gorgeous 1964 GTO were already there when I arrived but I didn’t see him so I 
scouted out a shady spot to set up anticipating another nice, warm Rancho Bernardo day.  The show was in a 
parking lot and it did get warm. I’m guessing that there were 100 plus really nice cars in the show which broke 
up about 2pm.  At 2pm I drove over to the staging area, parked in my assigned spot, No. 72, and went inside to 
the reception to get a drink. The next hour was spent just like every other parade I’ve ever driven in, Hurry Up 
and Wait. I was able to talk with John Baca, a Medal of Honor recipient who I had driven in a parade in 
Poway several years ago. I met Capt. Schmidt, my passenger and we proceeded to get in line for what was 
about a 45 minute drive at low speeds in the sun. I was able to open up my e-cutouts every so often and got a 
nice response from the large crowd of spectators. At the very end, when I let my passenger out I noticed 
something strange, like my parking brake was on. It turned out that my master cylinder went on the brink and I 
was lucky to make it back home. If I had known what the problem actually was I would have called for a tow, 
instead of driving back to San Marcos. At the time I was looking at all the traffic surrounding the parade and 
the length of time it would take to get a tow truck through it, so I just nursed the SUNGOAT on home. Thanks 
again to Capt. Schmidt for all his service to our Country. 
 
 Since the Fourth was on a Wednesday I was able to contact my mechanic, Mel Muzio, with my tale of 
woe. I didn’t know what was wrong and my next show was on July 14 in Carlsbad. He was at work on 
Thursday and quickly recognized the symptoms as a MC failure. Not a big deal except that mine is chrome 
and it would take a while to buy a new one,  tear it down and send it out to be Chromed. Luckily Summit 
Racing had a Chrome one and we were in business. The new one arrived and was installed and ready by the 



following Wednesday just in time for The All American Car Show IX, sponsored by the San Diego Mopar 
Club. 
 
 The All American Car Show IX—that’s what they call 350 really hot cars in a large parking lot in 
Carlsbad, Ca.  July 14, 2007. I was happy I had pre-registered for this show when I arrived about 7:30 am. I 
was directed to the pre-reg line and quickly directed to my parking spot. We were parked as we arrived so I 
ended up between a nice Ford Street Rod and a 1959 Dodge Crown, which I thought was the best of show. 
There were a number of celebrities scheduled to appear and I met Bill Goldberg early on while he was 
walking around looking at the cars. Bill Goldberg played college football for Georgia and later with the 
Atlanta Falcons and LA Rams of the NFL. 
He became a super-star wrestler, an actor, 
wrote a book, and is currently appearing 
as a commentator for Extreme Fighting. 
He also hosts a muscle car show for the 
History Channel and the Speed Channel. 
He resides in Bonsall with his lovely wife 
and small son and 22 vintage cars. When I 
first spoke to him he owned 2 Pontiacs 
and later he came up to tell me that he had 
just purchased a 1969 GTO Judge to add 
to his collection.  He spent most of the day 
signing autographs, posing for pictures 
and generally hanging out with people. 
Dave Pyle, John Torrico and I corralled 
him with information on the SDPOCI. I 
was fortunate enough to win the award for 
Best Convertible and he came over to pose for some shots with the SUNGOAT and my newest award. Thanks 
again to the Mopar Club for putting on a great show. 
 
 The Chicken Pie Diner, in Restaurant Row in San Marcos hosts a cruise nite on Tuesdays. I want last 
week, had a nice dinner and won a nice gift certificate as best of show in a field of about 20 cars. No rules, no 
limits, just a fun thing to do on a Tuesday. Thanks to CPDiner. 
 
 Keep the cards and letters coming!!!   SUNGOAT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Main Street America 
The Corvette guys really outdid 
themselves this time. What a great 
show in arguably the best location on 
the planet for a car show.  There were 
about 440 beautiful cars in attendees 
for the this outstanding show.  As 
usual we had a nice showing of 
Pontiacs which are always a crowd 
favorite, even among all that fantastic 
plastic.  
 

Here is a shot of two tourists showing proper reverence as they pass the GTO’s     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Pontiac Drag Days 

 
      July 22nd was the last Pontiac race at LACR.  The last day of racing at the track was July 29.  I did not 
make either event, but it is sad.  Hopefully the track at Banning will be opening soon.  It is called Drag City, 
but it has been in process for years. 
 

National Pontiac Convention 
 
       The POCI National Convention was in Tulsa this year.  I was not able to get my car there, but it turns out 
that was a good thing – more below.  It had rained 35 inches in Tulsa from January 1 to July 1.  It also rained 
every day we were there, but most of it was overnight.  An early morning thunderstorm blew out the displays 
at the end of the track, but they had them fixed around noon.  The track ended up being great, as you can see 

from Robert Johnson’s wheel stand in Jim Wangers’ Ponte-Carlo.  
Robert ran a best of 9.64 at 137 and he made it to the finals where his 
opponent got him with a great light.  The bad news was at the show.  
There were some awesome cars there, and everything about the show 
was run like clockwork.  However, at the end of the day we found out 
that some buildings had been getting painted in downtown Tulsa and 
the epoxy paint got on 329 cars.  Below is an article from the Tulsa 
World on July 20. 
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It was a real shame as there were a lot of great cars there.  I also got to spend time with quite a few people on 
the Pontiac community: Bob C. and Frank G. of All Pontiac; Arnie Beswick; Jerry Wirth of Rodney Red; and 
many others.  It’s a shame the show ended on a sour note.  The good news for me is that if I had been able to 
get my car to the races then it would have been at the show on Saturday.  So my paint is still in tact. 
 
After the convention I visited relatives in Drumright and Sand Springs, and then I went on to Columbia, SC 
for work.  While I was there I got a request from San Diego to take a picture of the systems on the factory 
floor.  I have included one of them here.  Each of those separate 19” racks is a large computer system by itself, 
and many of the cabinets are part of larger systems.  I took the picture with my small compact camera and 
available light on the end of a fork lift about 20 feet off of the ground.  That’s why it is a bit blurry.  I was glad 
to get back down on the ground. 
 

Rebuilt 482 – The Odyssey Continues 
 
The latest update – I have the engine back, I just have to fit the 
vacuum pump and make several braided lines for the oil 
accumulator, the oil drain back from the heads to the pan, and the 
vacuum pump.  I have to drill out some holes in the pulley to 
mount it onto my damper, that’s why it looks loose in the pictures.    
Hopefully I can get it all fitted and ready to install in about 2 
weeks.   
 
That’s all the skinny for now, so “see ya’ at the tree” (one of these 
days) 

 



 



        
SDPOCI Night – August 16 

 



Activities for August  2007 
August  2007 

 
Weekly Cruises  

Day Area Event Comments 

Friday Escondido Cruisin Grand  
Beginning: March 30 Thru  September 28  

5 - 9 PM  
Every Friday  

Wednesday   El Cajon Cajon Classic Cruise Show 
April 11 - August 29  

5 - 9 PM  
Every Wednesday  

  

 
 
 
 

-------------------------------------- 
  
JC Dumas 
 John Erdman 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Date Area Event Comments 

August 5 
Sunday 

National 
City 

Automobile Heritage Day 
16th Annual  

8am - 3pm 
Reg. On-Line 

August 5 
Sunday 

Vista Ron Run 18 & Car Show 
Downtown Vista  

9am - 4pm 

August 16 
Thursday Encinitas 

Rods & Woodies Classic Car Show 
SDPOCI Night - We Get Preferred Parking!  

Also Taste of Encinitas the same night. 

5:30 pm - 7:30 
12 Reserved Spots  

August 22 
Wednesday El Cajon 

Cajon Classic Cruise Show 
SDPOCI Night - We Get Preferred Parking!  

(Tribute to Dale Earnhardt Night) 
5:00 pm - 8:00 

August 26 
Sunday San Diego 

Picnic By The Bay 07 
Embarcadero North 

Sponsored by: Classic Chevys of SD 

Website 
9am - 2:30pm 



San Diego Chapter POCI 
Meeting Minutes 

07/10/2007 
 
 
President Alan Sugarman called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and announced that the meeting would come 
to order.  
 
Introductions, New Members and Guest Speaker:  Please welcome Patrick Doyle and his 1966 Lemans 
convertible and his friend Eric with his 1968 Firebird.  Pete from the Corvette Owners club dropped by to 
again invite us to their show on 7-29 and to ask us to please pre register. 
  
Minutes:  A motion was made by Jim Taylor and seconded by Jeff Gallagher to approve the minutes of June 
2007.  The motion passed unanimously.   
 
Treasurer’s Report  Jerry Beaudry reported that the club has $2454.15.  
 
Car Council Report:   by Dave Keetch  No report.   
 
Racers Report:   by Jim Taylor  See his notes in the Newsletter. 
 
Old Business 
The show went well and Jerry will have a full report next month of the details. 
 
Activities Report    by Jeff Gallagher 

�  7-14  All American Car Show IX El Camino Real 
�  7-29  Main Street America Embarcadero North 
�  8-5  Automobile Heritage Day Show in Kimball Park National City 
�  8-16 Rods & Woodies, Taste of Encinitas -  Email Jeff if you want to go 

  
New Business 

�  Legislation:  “WRITE your Congressman” is the message for the night.  Sheldon would like to see 
more info about legislation in the news letter so he will start to email Jeff  Gallagher who will post to 
the news letter monthly. 

�  Sheila will be performing in a Variety Show 7-29 2:00 PM downtown.  Alan will send email with 
more info. 

 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM.  Jeff Gallagher and Jerry Beaudry. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dyanna Madro Gallagher, SDPOCI Secretary 
July 10, 2007 

 
 
 
 
 



San Diego Pontiac Oakland International 
Chapter Officers 

President  
Alan Sugarman  
858-451-3275 

alan.sugarman@ngc.com 
 

Vice President  
Terry Shrock 
760-598-8905 

69sungoat@cox.net.   

Secretary  
Dyanna Madro 
Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

dmadro@cox.net  
 

Treasurer  
Jerry Beaudry 
619-368-5208 

jerrybeaudry@cox.net  

Webmaster/E-
Newsletter Editor 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Historian  
Cindi Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Car Council  
Dave Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

 
Membership Renewal Information 

 
 San Diego POCI Due's: $25 per year.   
Make check payable to S.D. POCI 
 Send check to: 
       S.D. POCI 
11027 Dutton Drive 
La Mesa, CA 91941 
_________________________________ 
  
For the National POCI  membership renewal, you can now do so online: 
 http://www.poci.org/  go to the "Membership Renewal" tab. 
 Or by mail: send $31 (add $2 for spouse) or $34 dollars to:  
 POCI World HQ 
 PO Box 539 
Victor, NY   14564 
 
Note: Be sure to include your POCI member number when you send your check.  


