
 
    December 2006 

   
The December meeting will be Saturday Dec. 9th at the   

SDPOCI Holiday Party 



 
The Big Cruise 2 

                       By Jeff Gallagher 

     � e took to the blacktop once more for the Big Cruise 2 on Saturday November 11th.  This year we had 
eleven classic Pontiacs making the drive.  The weather was perfect, warm, but not hot.  A few of us gathered 
at the Starbucks on Highway 78 and then left for the Alviso Creek Rest Area ( and as Heeter pointed out, as he 
whizzed by, it just says Rest Area, not Alviso Creek Rest Area).  Once we were all accounted for, except for 
Alan Sugarman who had some technical difficulties with his new engine and had to drop out for the main 
cruise but was able to catch up with us at the winery.   We made our way up the 5 to the Ortega Highway.  The 
Ortega Highway is a  legendary cruising road with easy grades and nice rolling turns through some very 
beautiful terrain.  Our first stop was at the Ron. Capers Wilderness Park for a short break.  From there we 

continued east through the 
hills until finally arriving at 
our lunch destination.  As 
we arrived, Tyler, owner of 
Hells Kitchen, was there to 
greet us and point us to 
reserved parking for our 
classics.  The back patio 
was open for us, where 
amongst the trees we had  
lunch.  The food was great, 
awesome burgers and a 
coffin full of every 
condiment known to man 
(that’s right, a coffin…tilt 
the skull and the lid will 
open).  Its worth the drive 
just for the burgers.  Our 
thanks goes out to Tyler and 
his staff at Hells Kitchen for 
taking such good care of us.   
After lunch we dropped 
down out of the hills into 
Lake Elsinore where we 
caught 15 and make the 
drive to Belle Marie Winery 
for a short tasting thus 
ending the Big Cruise 2.   

 

 This Years Cruisers: Alan Sugarman, Bill & Barbara Baugh, Mike Bendak, Heeter & Melissa Thomas,  
Jeff & Dyanna Gallagher, Bill Dunne, Carol Burdette, Serge & Therese DaSilva also our friends from 
up north, Al Hicks, Gill Carreon, Gill Carreon Jr. & Naomi Carreon 



�
���  � t’s December and 
another year has come and gone. 
It has been both an exciting year 
and a disappointing one for me at 
the same time. I am very 
disappointed that I have not been 
able to dedicate the time to the 
club that I had intended. Due to 
the many scheduling conflicts 
and travel with business related 
activities, I have missed more 
meetings this year than in all my 
past years as a member 
combined. I had not intended for 
my presidency to be spent 
mostly in absentia. For that I 

apologize. I do know that everyone has been in very capable hands with the rest of our fantastic board, and for 
that I am thankful. 
 
 For the exciting parts, there were many. First and foremost was a National Convention that came to 
town (well, close enough). It was great fun being with so many who share the Pontiac Experience. There were 
beautiful cars and fun activities. In addition, so many of our club members won awards, the proverbial icing 
on the cake. Jim Taylor, Jerry and I participated in the drags there, and that was tremendous, despite the 110 
degree plus heat. We held our 2nd annual Pow Wow at Simpson’s and had great fun. Best of all, we were able 
to raise money for a wonderful charity. 
 
 We had a club cruise, Cruisin’ Grand, a summer pool party and a number of other activities throughout 
the year. I would like to thank everyone who participated in planning as well as those attending for making all 
of the events the successes they were. I am sure that with next years board, our tradition for fun and friendship 
will continue to grow. I am amazed how many people from outside of our area are interested in joining our 
chapter as opposed the ones in their area. We are known as the fun group, and that’s just fine with me. 
 
 Once again, a heartfelt thank you to each an every member of SDPOCI for your continued support of 
our club. As I have always said, to me it’s more about the members than the cars, and you guys certainly 
continue to make it special. From me and my family to all of you, we wish you a very happy, healthy and 
prosperous new year. 
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Time? 
  � here did the time go?  Seems 
like I just took office a few weeks 
ago, not 52.  I have enjoyed being 
vice president and wish my 
successor  luck and hope that he has 
as much fun as I did.  I think the 
word fun sums it up.  We did have 
the Pontiac Nationals here this year 
and that was certainly a fun event.  
Not so much the event as it was the 
people we went up with for the 

event.   The Spring Pow Wow show was very nice, even if the turnout was lighter than expected.  We were 
still able to donate 500 bucks to the Fisher House Foundation and hopefully more this coming year when we 
go back to the Embarcadero North.  Even though my tour as VP is done, Dyanna and I are not going anywhere 
and will still remain active members.  I will still be taking care of the Website and the E-Newsletter so send 
me those pictures and stories.   Lets not forget the Big Cruise 2 that was just completed.  Hard to have more 
fun on 4 wheels.  I would like to thank all the members for their support through out the year.  We have had 
some real fun events and look forward to even more next year.   
Thanks once again and see you on the blacktop.    

                    ����   
   

 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

Nominees for SDPOCI Officers for 2007 
President – Alan Sugarman 
VP          -   Terry Shrock 

Treasurer – Jerry Beaudry 
Secretary -   Need Volunteer 

 
Website/Newsletter – Jeff Gallagher 

 
____________________________________________________________ 



                    
Activities Report 

��� ell Pontiacers, this is my last report 
as your Activities Chair.  It’s been a good 
year.  We had some fun this year.  A 
couple of cruises, our Spring Pow Wow, 
a little cart racing, attending the POCI 
Nationals, some drag racing and a few 
parties together.  Wow, a little something 
for everyone.  All in all, it was a good 
year.  
 
We still have a few activities this year 
and some coming up early in 2007.  Our 
annual holiday party is at the Keetch’s 

home.  Be sure to bring a dish to share and a gift for the gift exchange.  Men should bring a gift for a 
man and women should bring a gift for a woman.  At my last check, Jim Wangers and Art Fitzpatrick 
are both coming and that always adds to the festivities. 
 
Other activities include Christmas cruises in El Cajon and Escondido, a car show at Torrey Pines 
High School and in January is the La Jolla Motor Car Classic.   
 

For all of the pertinent information, go to:   www.sdpoci.com   
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December 2006 

Pontiac Drag Days Race 8 (Final) 
Well, I laid the groundwork in last month’s column.  I went into the last race 12 points behind Kelly Lutz, 
which meant he had to go out one full round sooner than I.  I needed  to win and hope that he did not make it 
into the finals.  I ended up winning the event,  and then I won the King of the Hill (KOH) and got the award 
for the quickest reaction  time for an A-Body with a 0.009.  However, the guy I beat in the finals was Kelly 
Lutz,  so he won the 2006 PDD Pro-Bracket championship by 1 point.  To recap the race, it  started off with a 
tough draw for me.  Kelly drew Dennis Jewell, but Dennis’s  transmission  was not shifting right so Kelly got 
a single.  I drew Hubbe Olofsson.  Hubbe beat me in the first round of the last race when I cut a –0.004 red 
light against him.  This time I added 0.010 to my delay box and I cut a 0.009, which would have been a -0.001 
and therefore a loss.  This time it was Hubbe’s turn to get a –0.004 red light.  It was lucky for me.  My time 
trials were 10.547, 10.544 and 10.510 so I dialed a 10.54.  Since Hubbe red lit I was able to run it out and I 
ended up with a 10.470.  Who knows where that came from?  The next round I raced Marc Bechtold.  Marc 
Crashed his yellow ’64 GTO in early October, but he put that engine back in his red ’66 GTO.  It was his ’64 
on the cover of the October 
2006 edition of Smoke 
Signals.  He dialed in at 
10.97, and I dialed a 10.47, 
so I gave him a 0.500 
second head start.  
Fortunately I had a better 
reaction time as my run 
slowed back down to the 
more consistent 10.549.  
Marc was ahead of me all 
the way down the track, 
but it is hard to judge how 
much to slow down when 
you are the slower car as 
the faster car might pass 
you at the end.  He ended up breaking out by running an on-the-brakes run of 10.926.  For my run in the finals 
I went back to a 10.54 dial-in.  Kelly and I both had uncharacteristically slow lights, but mine was 0.005 better 
than his.  I saw that I was ahead at the end so I scrubbed 5 mph and ran a 10.551 to take the race.  I went on to 
face Lindy Lindhom with his 2005 GTO in the KOH race where I was able to scrub 10 MPH to run a 10.665 
and still win.  Lindy ran a 13.769 on a 13.70.  It is much easier being the faster car as you have more visibility 
and flexibility at the end of the track.  In the last race I was afraid that I had let off too early, so I got back into 
it to make sure I “took the stripe”.  I did everything I could on the last day, but Kelly did what he had to do to 



assure being the 2006 champion.  We ended the day with the annual banquet at Eduardo’s in Palmdale, which 
was a nice evening. 

Bernie Longjohn also filled us in on the status of LACR.  It is definitely closing sometime next year, but the 
exact day keeps slipping a little.  PDD will hold races there from January through April, then the last three 
races will be at Fontana (California Speedway).  LACR looks like it will stay open until June. 

Project Post Mortem 
After my last race I heard some bad news about the MR-1 aftermarket blocks.  Several of them have been 
breaking internally due to the cast iron being software than it is supposed to be.  I was going to run mine a 

little more until I saw pictures 
of several of the failed blocks.  
I don’t want to run over the 
crankshaft at the end of the 
track, so I will be taking my 
engine out to inspect the block.  
My guess is that I will have to 
replace the block and start all 
over again.  It only has 23 runs 
on it, but so did another engine 
I saw pictures of.  My luck 
hasn’t seemed to be too good 
the last few years.  I have 
included a picture sent to me by 
another MR-1 block user. 

 

 

 

General 
November has been family visit time for me.  I visited my sister and her husband in Flagstaff for the first time.  
It is really pretty there.  They have been there for over 4 years now, having moved there from Palmdale.  It 
was a really nice visit.  Then the next weekend my Son came out of the Monastery to visit for several days, 
and that was followed up by Thanksgiving Day with my Daughter and her family.  Those were all nice visits, 
and it got me away from cars for a while. 

I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving and that you also have a great holiday season. 

That’s all the skinny for now, so “see ya’ at the tree” 

JimTaylor1@cox.net 
Final Standings 

 



 

Activities for December 2006  
 

SDPOCI Monthly Meeting & Holiday Party 
 December 9, Saturday 4:00 pm 

Dave & Cindy Keetch’s 

 
Bring a gift(s) for the gift exchange  

and 
a Side dish to share 

 
There will be NO meeting on the Second Tuesday in December. 

 
 
 

       Dennis Murty  



 
San Diego Chapter POCI 

Meeting Minutes 
11/14/06 

Vice President Jeff Gallagher called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and announced that the meeting would 
come to order.  
 
Introductions, New Members and Guest Speaker:  none 
 
Minutes  A motion was made by Alan Sugarman and seconded by Jerry Beaudry to approve the minutes of 
October 2006.  The motion passed unanimously.   
 
Treasurer’s Report  Dale Arries reported that the club has $2020.10.   
 
Car Council Report:   by Dave Keetch 
The Swap Meet at Qualcomm will be 12-16.  Street Masters Toy Drive at Torrey Pines High School will be 
12-10.  Cruising Cocos Rancho Bernardo every 3rd Saturday. 
 
Racers Report:   By Jim Taylor 
Jims last race for the season, he won Quickest Reaction time, King of the Hill and missed the season 
championship by one point.  See his report for more details. 
 
Old Business 

�  Jeff talked about Super Cruise II and how much fun it was. 
 
Activities Report    by Alan Sugarman 

�  12-9  El Cajon Christmas Parade 
�  12-27-31  SD International Car Show at the Convention Center 
�  1-14 La Jolla Motor Car Classic 

  
New Business 

The date for next years show is set for Sunday June 17.  Embarcadero North.  We need more committee 
members next year so we can put on a bigger show and donate more money to the Fisher House.  See Jeff 
or Alan if you’d like to volunteer.  The Holiday party this year is scheduled for Dec 9th at the Keeches.  A 
possible tour of the Nethercutt Museum was talked about.  We are looking for someone to take over the 
secretary spot for next year.  There will be no December meeting as we will have a short one at the 
Holiday party.  JBA has offered their shop for one of our next meetings. 

 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:47 PM.  Jim Taylor and Dale Aries 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dyanna Madro Gallagher, SDPOCI Secretary 
November 14, 2006 

 
 
 
 



 
San Diego Pontiac Oakland International 

Chapter Officers 
President  
Steve Levin 
760-489-1151 

steve11ca@aol.com 

Vice President  
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Secretary  
Dyanna Madro 
Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

dmadro@cox.net  
 

Treasurer  
Dale Arries 
619-420-6546 

mstoadswildride@juno.com 

Webmaster/E-
Newsletter Editor 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Activities Director 
Alan Sugarman  
858-451-3275 

alan.sugarman@ngc.com 
 

Historian  
Cindi Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Car Council  
Dave Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Membership Renewal Information 
 

 San Diego POCI Due's: $35 per year.  Make check payable to S.D. POCI 
 Send check to: 
       S.D. POCI 
      579 Fig Ave.  
Chula Vista, CA 91910-5420 
_________________________________ 
  
For the National POCI  membership renewal, you can now do so online: 
 http://www.poci.org/  go to the "Membership Renewal" tab. 
  
Or by mail: send $31 (add $2 for spouse) or $34 dollars to:  
 P.O. Box 9569 
Bradenton, FL 34206 
Note: Be sure to include your POCI member number when you send your check.  


