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SDPOCI at the NHRA Finals 
Terry Saunders got tickets for about 25 people for the Saturday time trials (November 5) of the World Finals 
at Pomona.  About 15 of those attending are SDPOCI members.  
The sky was clear and the high temperature was about 72 
degrees.  It was a GREAT day for both the spectators and the 
racers.  The performance highlight of the day was when Tony 
Schumacher ran a 4.466 at 324.83 mph in the Alan Johnson 
tuned Army dragster.  That was the low qualifying time and the 
low time for the 4-day event.  The “newbies” in attendance found 
out why the nitro cars are called “ground pounders”.  The 16th 
and last qualifier was John Smith running 4.621 at 321.81 mph.  
The finals were on Sunday where Tony Schumacher proceeded 
to win his fifth straight race.  He won the 2005 championship by 
a whopping 415 points with a total of 1981.  Back to Sunday, 
there were also some great Funny Car races.  Low for the day was John Force running a 4.714 at 324.20 mph.  
Gary Scelzi had previously run a 4.696 at 329.18.  This low ET gave him the #1 qualifying position and an 
additional 10 points for the 2005 championship.  This was crucial as at the end of the day Scelzi ended up 
winning the championship by a mere 8 points over Ron Capps.  The winner of the event was Tony Pedregon.  
Low ET for the Pro-Stock cars was set by Erica Enders at 6.677.  You may have seen the Disney movie about 
here when she was racing Junior Dragsters.  She has come a long way in a very short time.  The eventual 
winner was Jeg Coughlin, with Greg Anderson winning the 2005 championship.  Top speed of the event for  

 



the dragsters was a turned in by David Grubnic running a 330.96, and Del Worsham ran an outstanding 331.36 
in the Funny Car class.  It was an outstanding event, and we saw some great performance on Saturday. 

 
 

Café 101 Sponsors New Mural Picture Day 

 
Terry Shrock and the SUNGOAT at Café 101’s new mural picture day 



Pontiac Drag Days: 2005 Finale 
By: Alan Sugarman 

      The last day of Pontiac Drag Days started out a little rough and ended the same way.  The track was taken 
over by the American Nostalgia Racing Association, which was great for the spectators since they had a lot of 
vintage dragsters, but made it slow going for Pontiacs.  The Mean Indian had ignition problems at first, but 
with the help of Bill Takanabe, DMAC and Jerry’s top notch crew, the problem got resolved and we were 
back on the track.  So much for the slow start.  Now comes the ending…..Ol’ Man Taylor, DMAC and Jerry 
all lost in the first round of eliminations.  All races were very close, but as you know, a little slow off the line, 
or a couple of thousandths of a second can make all the difference in the world.  Since the nostalgia cars were 
dominating the time on the track, it was too late for any buy-backs and it was over for the season.   Wait ‘til 
next year.  Oh,…. that’s in January.  Hope to see you there.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mac 

 

 
Jerry Beaudry 

 

 
Jim “Old Man” Taylor 



     Well here we are, the year is 
almost over and it is getting 
cold outside, well at night it 
does!  My extended family still 
lives in Chicago and when 
asked what is the one thing you 
don’t like about San Diego I 
reply “it gets too cold here in 
the winter”!  Am I spoiled or 
what. 
 
Although this month held few 
car shows we did have some 
fun times.  The top fuel drags 
on the 5th were a kick as usual, 
ask Dyanna!  I was sitting next 
to her when the first top fuel 

dragsters made their first run.  After that long 4.5 seconds at 330 mph was over she looked over at me and said 
“are you kidding me”?....    Priceless!!! 
 
      Jim Wangers had a great turnout for his presentation on the 17th and we had our last Pontiac drag day’s 
race and our awards banquet on the 19th.  The banquet was great but don’t ask me about the racing, I don’t 
want to talk about it.  I think there was another event on the 19th, but I can’t remember it right now. 
 
      December is upon us and I don’t know about you but my calendar is full.  Having said that don’t forget 
about the Beaudry’s 13th annual pot luck open house on December 4th, 12 noon to ???.  No RSVP is necessary 
and bring what ever you want, pot luck means surprise me!  It is a good time and the first 10 cars will have off 
street parking just in case you want to bring your classic, get here early! 
Also, the Levin’s are hosting the SDPOCI Holiday party this year and I can tell you from experience that they 
know how to put on a party so I would suggest marking it on your calendar. 
 
If I don’t see you before the holidays I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy season. See you soon, 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

  
     Happy New Year! It’s a new year and a 
new board. Well, sort of. It’s the usual 
suspects with new titles and I am proud to be 
serving as President of the San Diego 
Chapter of the Pontiac Oakland Club 
International. I’m glad I don’t have to try 
and print that on a business card. That 
sounds almost as important as the leader of 
the free world. Well, maybe not. In any case, 
I am looking forward to our installation 
brunch when the gavel is officially turned 
over.  
 
 

     We anticipate a fun and exciting 2006. The      Pontiac National convention will be right up the road and 
we are expecting a strong turnout from the club. For those of you even considering attending, a hotel 



reservation would be a wise idea. The host hotel is already booked up. Also, I am working on scheduling a 
race night at the Miramar Speed Circuit for the club. The plan will be to move the February meeting from 
Tuesday to Wednesday to accommodate their 2 for 1 Tuesday. Also, the meeting would have fallen on 
Valentine’s Day. Being that my wife’s birthday in on that day, it is a pretty reasonable bet I wouldn’t have 
been there. 
 
     We will continue with our annual show to try and make it bigger and better. The open format last yet was 
met with high praise by those attending. We will also work on getting some sponsorships to help with costs of 
trophies and raffle prizes. If anyone has an idea that they think might be worth a try, let us know. We can also 
look forward to the annual super cruise. That event seems to challenge the group to find out who the true die-
hards among us are. 
 
     I look forward to being your president and hope that I am able to do as good a job as the excellent work by 
my predecessor. So, Jerry, thanks from all of us for a job very well done. 
 
     And one final thought. I miss my car. Every day I pass it in the garage, up in the air on the lift. It just seems 
that things are so busy this time of year that there just isn’t time to get it down to the ground and fire it up. I 
guess I just need to stop making excuses and like they say on the commercials, Just Do It.. 

 _________________________________________________________  
  

     I would like to thank Jerry 
Beaudry for the time and effort he 
has extended as the president of the 
SDPOCI over the last couple years.  
I have had the pleasure of working 
with Jerry on many occasions and 
he will be missed. Of course he is 
not going far and we will certainly 
tap on his expertise as needed.  I 
have no doubt that Steve Levin will 
be  an excellent president and I 
look forward to working with him 
as vice president.  Together with 

our ace activities chairman, Big Al Sugarman we are planning many wild and crazy things for 2006.   
 
       Its hard to believe another year has came and went.  Time does tend to fly when having fun though, and 
the SDPOCI has fun wherever we go.   San Diego is a Mecca of car shows.  The weather affords us a very 
long and pleasant cruising season but some of us get a little burned out by the end of the season.  December 
and January offers only a few cruises, mostly to do with the holidays.   Its time to work on our cars and get 
them ready for next years cruising.    
 
     2006 is going to be a big year for us in San Diego as the POCI Nationals are in Ontario Ca. and many of 
our members have already made reservations and are going up early.  If you have not made your reservations, 
better do so quickly.  Also this year, in May, we will continue on with our Spring Pow Wow car show.  This 
show is open to all makes and models but this year we will add a few more Pontiac classes. (Its our show, we 
can do what we want).  After that it will be time for the National show at the end of June beginning of July.   
At this point we are not planning  a Pontiacs in Paradise show and we will still be helping out with the 
Rodders to the Rescue show.  We also will be planning  a couple more cruises like we did through the east 
county ending at the Belle Marie Winery.  So, lots of stuff to do this coming year. Come to the meetings and 
also keep an eye on the website and newsletter for updates.    

Dyanna, Jeff  and Pearl would like to wish a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to ALL! 



 
December 2005 

Pontiac Drag Days Race #8 
There were three SDPOCI members racing in the eighth and last race of the season, plus our friend Bill 

Takanabe (RSB Motorsports).  All four of us went out the first round, details below.  The day was an absolute 
mess.  Although the temperature was in the mid-70’s, there was a strong Santa Ana condition which makes the 
desert very uncomfortable.  At least it does for me since I am allergic to dust. In addition the ANRA was there 
again for a weekend of racing.  We had to wait a very long time between rounds, and on one time trial they 
stopped running us right in the middle of the line.  We were in the Staging lanes for over an hour and a half on 
that run.  At least they wrapped up the ANRA qualifying early so we could hot-lap and get to our year end 
banquet (about 2.5 hours late).  We had to skip the buy-back race in order to finish sooner.  I think many of us 
will refuse to go to Palmdale again if we know the ANRA is running on the same day. 

Jerry Beaudry was out again with the Mean Indian, along with his pit crew – Alan Sugarman.  
Something went wrong in the process of retiming his engine before the first time-trial and he couldn’t get it 

started.  In the end he installed a borrowed distributor just in time 
to make the third and last time-trial.  On his first elimination run he 
dialed a 10.78 and he ran a 10.791 with an RT of 0.032.  His 
opponents 0.016 RT ended up determining the winner at the end.  
However, it was a great run for Jerry, especially with the pressure 
and aggravation of his timing problem.  Mac had his car out on 
gasoline and with a carburetor.  He normally runs alcohol through 
an injection system called a “Flying Toilet”.  Due to the logistic 
problems with ANRA he only got two time trial runs, a 9.96 and a 
10.06.  He dialed a 9.99 on his elimination run, but he discovered a 
new way to have a problem (the same difficulty that I have been 
having).  He dialed a lower number because his water temperature 
appeared to be down to 125 degrees.  It turned out that he must 

have had a bubble in the water because when he finished his burn out and braked to stage, all of a sudden the 
water temperature shot up to 200 degrees.  That slowed the car down to another 10.06.  His RT was 0.034 to 
his opponent’s 0.024, and the other car ran 11.04 on an 11.03.  Bill Takanabe lost a heart breaker.  His car was 
running consistently in the 9.34 region.  He dialed a 9.34 and cut a 0.004 RT, which was good for the low RT 
of the day.  He had his opponent covered so he let off at about the 1000’ mark and he still ran a 9.30!  
Unfortunately that was a break-out. It is a mystery why his performance picked up that much as it looks like it 
would have been about 9.15 if he had stayed in it.  My luck was no better.  The car and I both did fairly well in 
time trials.  My first RT in time-trials was a -0.001 red, so I put 0.010 into the box.  I then cut a 0.020 and a 
0.006.  The ET’s were between 11.06 and 11.09.  I dialed an 11.07 for my first round, where I had a new 
experience.  The track was running so late that they were in a hurry up mode.  As soon as I staged my first 
light came on.  That is the light I leave on and I wasn’t ready for it yet.  My resulting 0.080 light sealed my 
fate.  Oh well, at least it was a new way to lose.  The final points for everyone have not yet been tallied, but 
Mac and I both know that we were not in the top four. 



PDD Annual Awards Banquet  
There must have been close to 100 people at the banquet.  Although it started late, things went much 

better there than they did at the track.  A number of very nice prizes were raffled off, but unfortunately none of 
our crowd won any of the prime stuff.  A good time was still had by all.  Jim Wangers was in attendance 
where he got to see his driver (Robert Johnson) receive his trophy for the 2005 PDD Pro-Bracket 
championship.  Great job Robert!  We were missing one of our good friends.  Ron Hildreth was back in the 
hospital to have two of his heart bypasses re-done.  His first surgery was in February of this year.  It looks like 
things are going well so far, and we certainly wish he and Melanie the best. 

 

My Next Project 
We did the trial fitting of the new crank in the new block at Bill 

Takanabe’s house and everything looked great.  B/T/W, Bill is RSB 
Motorsports.  With the mains torqued down the crank turned like butter.  
Since the rotating assembly was set up for an old factory block, the new 
one will have to be decked 0.020” to get to a zero deck height.  Rod and 
main clearances looked great.  Hopefully the engine will be done so we 
can dyno it in the late December time frame.  The next step of my valve 
cover process was also completed.  The CNC’d characters are now filled 
with paint.  I will polish them one more time and then see if I can get 
Arnie Beswick to autograph them.  He should remember them as I have a 
picture of him holding them in August at the race in Norwalk, Ohio.  I 
won’t install them until after the engine is in the car. 

That’s all the skinny for now, so “see ya’ at the tree”   
JimTaylor1@cox.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Ontario, CA 

 



Activities for December 2005 
Need More Info? Contact:  Jeff or Alan 

December 3, (Saturday) Jingle Bell Cruise,  Escondido  
December 4, (Sunday) Daltons Car Show, San Marcos 
December 7, (Wednesday) Parade of Lights, El Cajon 

 
--------------------------------------- 

Monthly Meeting 

 
Filipi's 

December 13, (Tuesday) Filipi's  Pizza Grotto in Mira Mesa. 
9969 Mira Mesa Blvd., Mira Mesa/Scripps Ranch, San Diego, CA 92126-2015 

Getting There: From Highway 15 exit at Mira Mesa Blvd. and head east. Filipi's is just before the intersection 
of Scripps Ranch Blvd.  Phone: 858.586.0888             

Meeting begins at 7:00 pm 
--------------------------------------- 

Saturday, Dec. 17 

SDPOCI Holiday Party 
At: Steve & Heidi Levin’s  

Escondido, CA 
Party Starts at 6:00 PM 

White Elephant Gift Exchange ($20 value) 
Bring a Side Dish to share 

The club will provide the Main Course and Beverages 
(Check the website (sdpoci.com) Calendar &  
Members Info Page for directions & Map) 

--------------------------------------- 
For more show/cruise info, check the SDPOCI’s on-line Calendar 

  

Dennis Murty 



SDPOCI Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from November 8, 2005 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 by President Jerry Beaudry. 
 
President Beaudry called for approval of the minutes from the October.11 meeting.  Jim Taylor made a 
motion, seconded by Heath Thomas.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Treasury:  The treasurers report was read by Alan Sugarman.  He reported that there was $1888.60 in the 
treasury. 
 
Car Council Report:  Dave and Cindy Keetch were not in attendance so there was no Car Council Report. 
 
Racers Report:  Jim Taylor gave the Racers Report.  He reported that Robert Johnson was far in the lead and 
would probably win the Pontiac Drag Days Event.  He also reported that the Mean Indian driven by Jerry 
Beaudry  made a 10.71 second E.T. at the last race and welcomed Jerry as an official  racer.  Jim reported that 
the next and final Pontiac Drag Days will be Saturday, November 19 at LACR. 
 
Activities Report:  Alan Sugarman gave the activities report.  The 3rd annual MCAS Miramar Car Show will 
be on December 3, from 9 am to 4 pm at the Marine Corp Air Station, Miramar.  Reservations are required so 
call (800) 375-4599.  Ron Kurtz reported on the Street Masters Christmas Cruise on December 11 from 8 am 
to 2 pm at in Del Mar Heights.  Call (858) 566-8629 for information.   Steve Levin reported on a go-cart 
racing event he is looking into.  The facility has food, a private meeting room and racing.  We tentatively set a 
date of February 15 which is a Wednesday.  We may have to change our monthly meeting that month due to 
the tracks schedule. 
 
Elections were held and the following officers were unanimously elected for 2006: 
 
President: Steve Levin 
Vice President: Jeff Gallagher 
Treasurer: Dale Arries 
Secretary: Dyanna Gallagher 
 
New Business:  Jerry Beaudry invited all club members to his annual gathering at his home.  The date is 
Sunday, December 4. 
 
Jerry also showed the club members a Pontiac racing jacket.  He will be taking orders for those members who 
are interested.  Alan Sugarman will send out an e-mail to member with more information. 
 
President Beaudry called for adjournment.  A motion was made by Jim Taylor and seconded by john Tolerico.  
The meeting adjourned at 6:52 pm. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 Alan Sugarman 
 

 
 



San Diego Chapter Officers 
 

President  
Jerry Beaudry  
619-444-1577 

jerrybeaudry@cox.net 

Vice President  
Steve Levin 
760-489-1151 

steve11ca@aol.com 

Secretary  
Dyanna Madro 
Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

dmadro@cox.net 

Treasurer  
Dale Arries 
619-420-6546 

mstoadswildride@juno.com 

Webmaster/E-
Newsletter Editor 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Co-Activities Chair  
Alan Sugarman  
858-451-3275 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

alan.sugarman@ngc.com 
jgallag@cadence.com 

Historian  
Cindi Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Car Council  
Dave Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

 

 


