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“Big Tony” Moves to AZ 
By: Jeff Gallagher 

      One of our fellow SDPOCI members, Tony “Big Tony” Arcaro, has opted out of San Diego and has 
bought a ranch in Paulden, AZ (with a huge garage of course, for all his toys).  It is a good move for him and 
we all wish him the very best.  Not to worry as we will see him again next year at the POCI National 
Convention in June.  The SDPOCI will certainly miss this outstanding member of the club.  Some of us have 
gotten to know Tony very well over the last few years and we will most certainly miss our very good friend.  
  

Good Luck Tony! 

 
From the 

 
 



      As my first official article as 
President, I can only hope to try 
and fill the shoes of those who 
have done such a great job before 
me. Thanks to Jerry Beaudry for 
two years of committed service to 
the club and also for all of the hard 
work he has put in in my place 
with the Mean Indian. So here’s to 
a great 2006 for all of us. 
 
Happy New Year! Three words 
with a very nice ring to them. You 
can’t say them without a smile on 
your face. It’s a great way to make 
a fresh start. A new year has begun 
and maybe now we will get around 

to doing those  things that we have put off until now. It is amazing that with the help of the calendar, we are 
finally ready to begin that project that we have been putting off. Whether it is doing something to the car, 
going on a vacation, or maybe starting that New Years diet resolution; whatever it may be, any reasons for not 
doing it are now washed away by the fact that it is now 2006. The important thing is that we actually do those 
things. It is easy to say, “I’m going to blah, blah, blah right after the first of the year. Take control and just get 
started. 
 
Heidi and I enjoyed hosting the annual Holiday Party at our home this year. It was probably the first time in 
club history that there was a menorah instead of a Christmas tree. I don’t think it mattered. As they have 
always done for my family in the past, the folks from Monchi’s Catering did a fantastic job with their taco bar. 
Those of you who did not attend the party missed out on some incredible food as those in attendance will 
attest. The club also brought a number of great dishes and desserts and to my knowledge, no one left hungry. I 
do believe that Tony Arcaro left in flames after eating most of the roasted jalapenos. He and the chefs were on 
a first name basis by the end of the evening. Tony, you are the man and we will miss having you around town. 
Everyone had fun at the gift exchange and a number of “interesting” gifts made their way around the room. I 
hope the turnout was indicative of what we can expect at many of our events this year. Remember to keep 
checking the web site for events on the calendar. I suggest you bookmark the page with your browser to make 
it easy for quick checks. 
 
The first two events of the year are the Officers Installation Brunch on February 5 at the 94th Aero Squadron. 
Even if you don’t care about the officers, come from a fantastic brunch. It is truly a bargain for the price. On 
February 15, our meeting changes from Tuesday to Wednesday and will be held at the Miramar Speed Circuit 
in San Diego. We will hold our meeting there and go kart racing afterwards. Even if you have no desire to 
race, I suggest coming out and watching how competitive your club members get. Once again, I look forward 
to a great 2006 as club president and hope the new year brings health and prosperity to you and your families.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



      Its 2006 and what a year its 
shaping up to be.  Our new 
president has gotten us off to a 
quick start by scheduling a 
meeting/race day for the February 
meeting day.  We will not meet on 
our normal Tuesday, but will push 
out one day to Wednesday.   As 
the new VP I will still be taking 
care of the SDPOCI website and 
publishing our on-line Newsletter.  
Alan Sugarman will also be 
writing a column, so look for it 

each month as well.   This is going to be a cruise/show packed year.  Especially now that the POCI National 
convention is only an hour and a half away this year and as of  the last monthly SDPOCI meeting we have 20 
members signed up to go this year. Its going to be a lot of fun!  That’s about it for me for now, just remember 
to take a look  at the website calendar for new additions and updates to club activities.  Lets Cruise! 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

      Well another year has come and gone 
and as usual, it was a great one for activities.  
It has been a real pleasure working with Jeff 
Gallagher, co-chairing the activities side of 
the club.  Jeff is a real dynamo and is a 
major driving force in getting things done.  
As Veep Jeff will really be pushing to get 
some new activities started.  Our new 
President is no slouch either.  Steve has 
already lined up a night driving go-carts for 
our February meeting.  It’s something a little 
different and I think we will have a lot of 
fun.  I plan on working with these two 
gentlemen to expand on some of our more 
successful activities.  We had a great cruise 

through the local hills and over to a winery earlier this year.  Everyone that made the trip raved about it, so we 
plan on doing a couple of those this year.  Of course you can’t forget about the POCI Nationals in late June.  
This is a rare opportunity for us on the left coast.  The Nationals usually occur in the center portion of the 
country or in the east so it’s difficult for us to attend.  If you haven’t made reservations yet, go to our website 
and print off the application.  At last count, we had 20 cars going and I expect that to increase as the date 
approaches.  Most of us are making a mini vacation out of the affair, staying over for a couple of nights so we 
should have a real party.  Our officer’s installation brunch will be at the 94th Aero Squadron on Feb. 5 at 10:30 
am.  It’s a great way to get to know your officers and have a great meal in the process. 
 
      Even though it is not really activity related, from time to time, I will be including a website that I think 
everyone might be interested in.  This months website is http://www.gomotorbids.com.  It is an auction type 
affair similar to EBay, but only addresses automobilia. They have everything from die cast cars to autographed 
racing helmets.  I think if you go there you will enjoy some of the items, and who knows, maybe even bid on a 
few. 
 
      That’s about it from here.  If you have any suggestions regarding events you would like to see the club 
participate in, drop me a line.  My contact information is on our websites Contacts page. 



John Force Holiday Car Show 

 
 

 
Pontiac Drag Days 
      The 2005 Drag Days series was over in November.  The next race is January 21. 

My Next Project 
     Not much progress was made on my new 482 cubic inch engine this month.  The MR-1 block got decked 
(setting the piston top even with the block surface) and it is awaiting assembly.  I was hoping to get the engine 
dyno’d over the Christmas holidays, but that is looking unlikely.  I got the OK to send my valve covers to 
Arnie Beswick for him to autograph.  I confirmed that he received them on December 9.  I hope to receive 
them before Christmas, but like I told him I am not really in a hurry.  I just don’t like having them out of my 
control.  I hope to get them back before Christmas just to be able to see them.  I should have pictures of them 
for next month’s column. 



My New 2005 GTO 
     With no racing news to report this month I thought I would write a little about my new 2005 GTO that I 
purchased in October.  I have purchased three new cars in my life.  Two of them I still own: my 1964 GTO; 
and the new 2005 GTO.  The third one (a 2000 Mustang) I gave to my oldest granddaughter a year and a half 
ago.  The new GTO’s have not been accepted very well by many of the Pontiac enthusiasts.   It is unfortunate 
that you can no longer buy a new 60’s-70’s era GTO, but that is just not possible.  The new version is very 
much the type of car represented by the original GTO.  Off the show room floor the new one is a lot quicker 
and faster than the original, and it blends in with the other cars of today.  In other words it is still a sleeper.  
The engine is a little smaller at 366 c.i., but it is a much higher tech engine than the old ones.  Plus the tire and 
suspension technology actually gets the power to the ground.  When my ’64 GTO was new I could spin the 
tires as far as I wanted to due to the hardness of the rubber and the very small footprint on the ground.  The 
new ones just get up and go.  I had given thought to these cars last year when John Erdman was contemplating 
ordering one.  I told him at the time that I thought an automatic would be a more practical all around car, even 
though driving a stick shift is fun.  I still thought this was the case when I was serious about getting one 
myself, but I wanted to make sure I drove the manual trans car just to be sure.  My first demo ride was in one 
with an automatic.  It is pretty easy to make the auto car get going from a stop, which I made sure I did with 
the Sales Manager.  I told him I was pretty sure I wanted an auto, but I still wanted to drive the 6-spd manual 
just to be sure.  He brought out another car and away we went.  I think someone had told him that I had driven 
before, and I certainly made that point to him.  I told him that I really wanted to “wring it out” to see how it 
performed.  It is pretty easy going from a rolling start, but it can be a different story from a dead stop.  I did 
the rolling start through a couple of gears to feel out the car and the shifter.  Then I told him I wanted to bonsai 
for a dead stop.  Again I reminded him that I knew what I was doing.  He said “go for it”, and I did.  I 
launched the car similar to the way I would launch my old GTO on street tires.  The difference is that the new 
one only spun the tires for about 6 feet.  I whacked the gears assuming I could complete the transition into the 
next gear before I could get the clutch out, i.e., I didn’t wait to assure it was in gear before I let the clutch out.  
The shifter is not a race shifter, but it did pretty well.  A good chirp of rubber with each of the two gear 
changes and we were moving pretty good.  I stopped after getting into third gear as we were going fast 
enough.  I did that twice and figured that was a fair test.  I was surprised that the Sales Manager held up so 
well under it.  The car was very impressive, but I confirmed that the auto would still be a more practical 
vehicle for my intended use.  The performance between the two is very close with the auto actual doing a little 
better from 0-60, but the stick car will catch it before the end of the quarter mile.  Both transmissions will get 
you from zero to 60 in less than 5 seconds, and they will both do the quarter mile in the low 13’s at over 100 
mph.  That is on street tires with A/C and all of the creature comforts.  That is still pretty impressive.  The 
motivating force is the LS-2, which is basically the Corvette engine.  It is a 6.0 Liter all aluminum V-8 that 
puts out 400 HP and 400 lb-ft of torque.  Gas mileage is advertised as 16/21 for the auto and 17/25 for the 
manual.  Surprisingly I am actually getting the advertised mileage.   

      The only options for the car are the 6-speed manual transmission and 18” wheels.  I didn’t like the 18” 
wheels so I stuck with the standard 17” set.  The stick shift option is actually less expensive overall.  The 
manual option is about $700 over the automatic, but there is a $1300 gas guzzler tax on the auto.  I have had 
the car a little over 2 months now and I just hit 3,000 miles.  The car handles great and it is a ball to drive.  If 
you are a complaining die-hard Pontiac purist then you might want to take one for a drive.  They are very easy 
to like.  If you don’t want to buy a new car, don’t drive a new GTO. 

That’s all the skinny for now, so “see ya’ at the tree”     JimTaylor1@cox.net 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Ontario, CA 

 



Activities for December 2005 
Need More Info? Contact:  Jeff or Alan 

 
--------------------------------------- 

Monthly Meeting 

 
Filipi's 

Jan 10, (Tuesday) Filipi's  Pizza Grotto in Mira Mesa. 
9969 Mira Mesa Blvd., Mira Mesa/Scripps Ranch, San Diego, CA 92126-2015 

Getting There: From Highway 15 exit at Mira Mesa Blvd. and head east. Filipi's is just before the intersection 
of Scripps Ranch Blvd.  Phone: 858.586.0888             

Meeting begins at 7:00 pm 
--------------------------------------- 

 
For more show/cruise info, check the SDPOCI’s on-line Calendar 

 
 
 
 

  

Bud DeBetteridge  
Sheldon Jurist 

Steve Levin  
John Pluth  
John Talcot 

 
 



San Diego Chapter POCI 
Meeting Minutes    

12-13-05 
 
President Jerry Beaudry,  called the meeting to order at 7.03 pm and  announced that the meeting would begin.  
 
Introductions and Guest Speaker: Charles from the Corvette Club stopped by and invited us to the 3rd 
annual Bowl-a-thon Jan. 22nd and passed out flyers.  
 
 
Minutes 
A motion was made by Jim Taylor and seconded by Greg Raymond to approve the minutes of Nov,  2005. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Dale Arries reported that the club has $1788.60 
 
Car Council Report 

- New place to go on Saturdays, Café 67 in Lakeside, 1:00 pm, good food. 
- Fred Old Fashioned Burgers, 4754 Alpine Blvd, every other Saturday. 
- Need to think about our booth display for the National convention, Alan has some display backdrops 

we can use. 
- Jan 15th, LaJolla Show, at the Cove, See Dave K for info 

 
Racers Report 

- Last Race 11-17  See Racers report for in the Warhoop for all details 
 
Activities Report 

- New website has over 4000 hits 
- Homepage has a Parts and Services directory now 
- St. Patricks Day parade 3-11-06 
- 2-15-05 Monthly meeting and Go-Kart racing 
- Installation Brunch 2/5/06 

 
New Business 

- Dues are now do, pleas send in ASAP 
- Sheldon filled us in on the new legislature 

 
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dyanna Madro-Gallagher, SDPOCI Secretary 
December 13, 2005 
 

 



San Diego Pontiac Oakland International 
Chapter Officers 

President  
Steve Levin 
760-489-1151 

steve11ca@aol.com 

Vice President  
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Secretary  
Dyanna Madro 
Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

dmadro@reddotnet.com 

Treasurer  
Dale Arries 
619-420-6546 

mstoadswildride@juno.com 

Webmaster/E-
Newsletter Editor 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Co-Activities Chair  
Alan Sugarman  
858-451-3275 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

alan.sugarman@ngc.com 
 

Historian  
Cindi Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Car Council  
Dave Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Membership Renewal Information 
 

 San Diego POCI Due's: $35 per year.  Make check payable to S.D. POCI 
 Send check to: 
       S.D. POCI 
      579 Fig Ave.  
Chula Vista, CA 91910-5420 
_________________________________ 
  
For the National POCI  membership renewal, you can now do so online: 
 http://www.poci.org/  go to the "Membership Renewal" tab. 
  
Or by mail: send $31 (add $2 for spouse) or $34 dollars to:  
 P.O. Box 9569 
Bradenton, FL 34206 
Note: Be sure to include your POCI member number when you send your check. 


