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Attention All Members  



*Meeting -  Change of Location* 

This Month, March 8 the meeting will be at:  
FILIPPI'S PIZZA GROTTO  - 
Mira Mesa 

  

 
March - April - May  

  

  

Attention All Members  

Its a new year, Pay your Due's now - $35! 

Please fill out an Application form (Renewing Member)  
Send to SDPOCI (address on form) 

  

Don't forget your P.O.C.I. due's too! 
To be a member of this chapter you MUST be a curren t member of the  

Pontiac Oakland Club International (P.O.C.I.) and h ave a P.O.C.I. Membership number.  
  

  

    
  

    
  
  
  

       
Beautiful in Burgundy  

John Erdman's 1965 GTO 



          “When you turn the car, keep your hands on the wheel and use a hand-over-
hand motion to make the turn and bring the car back straight again”, Dad said, “Now 
try it again.” “That’s it, you got it. A few more and you’ll have it down. Give up for 
now?” “No way, Pop”, I exclaimed. 
  
     That was my first driving lesson, it was 1962.  Dad and I were out in the insurance 
company parking lot on a sunny day in Marietta, Pennsylvania in his ’55 Dodge. 
From there I became like most kids, influenced forever by what their parents drove. 
For the Erdman’s, it was Chrysler products….’48 Plymouth coupe, ’55, three tone, 
Dodge (yes, it had a Hemi), ’56 Desoto (with Hemi) and finally a ’63 318.  
  
     After graduating high school I joined the Navy.  Somehow I survived boot camp, 
a tour in Viet Nam and in 1966 I was out shopping for a ………..GTO??    How did 
that happen? 
  
     Well, blame Ronny and the 
Daytona’s and the all the 60’s hype 
that worked it’s magic on that 20 
year old. (I love that song to this day. 
Only “Peggy Sue” beats it for top 
honors.)  While still in the service 
and going to electronics training 
schools, a classmate and soon to be 
lifelong friend, began spending all 
our free time ‘wrenching’ on 
anything that had a bolt in it….re-
building carburetors, engine overhauls, heck we even dropped an old Hemi in a ’49 
Chevy just for giggles.  
  
     My affair with the Goat was short lived. I quickly became caught up in the 
horsepower craze/race…. ’67 Firebird 400, ’67 Dodge 440, ’69 Road Runner 383, 
’70 Chevelle 396, and beyond. At one point I had two cars at the same time…a single 
guy with no home or garage. 
  
 I finally began to settle down a bit, left the service and met and married my best 



friend in 1974, Glenda. 
  
Now when I say settle down, that didn’t include the end of car buying. (Just ask 
Glenda.) 
But they were mostly trucks and “civilian” cars, with the exception of a new ’82 
Camaro, ’87 Vette…uh oh…here he goes again. (So little time, so many cars.) 
  
Rather unexpectedly, in 2000, I had an opportunity to go back to my muscle car roots 
and had hoped to relive some of the memories in the process. But which car? 
Camaro's are pretty cool and plentiful. Always liked the big block 
Chevelle's…..Hemi’s….yeah, that’s it..no, no Road Runner, Hemi Road Runner, but 
wait, there goes the coolest ’61 Impala on the planet. Oh man. (A note to the reader 
at this point. Notice the glaring absence of Ford’s?) 
  
I decided on my first true love. Not the fastest of all my cars, not the newest or oldest 
or most abundant, but the GTO. 1965 to be exact. The only year for that style and 
still the best one. Just like yours is the best one. 
The search began on the internet. The car was located in the La Quinta/Bermuda 
Dunes area. “Here’s the keys”, Doug said. “Crank ‘er up and take ‘er out. I’ll wait 
here. You do know how to drive one of these old things don’t you?” 
  

  

 
     From then until about a year ago, the car has undergone what is referred to as a 
"restification"—a restoration with selected modifications. Stop me if you’ve heard 
this one before. “The rework started as just refreshing the engine and doing a little 
touching up here and there, then quickly became a full restoration.” 
  



   

 
     First, Randy Clark of Hot Rods and Custom Stuff, stripped the undercarriage and 
drive line, repaired some 
 previously poorly done sheet metal and prepped the car for new paint. The gas tank, 
brakes, fuel and brake lines and exhaust system were all refurbished and made safe. 
Randy also fashioned and installed totally cool, chrome exhaust splitters. His body 
shop, headed by Mike Adams, concluded with a killer burgundy metal flake paint 
job.  
  
      Next stop, DMACs. I decided the ’66 engine was not only incorrect, but also not 
trustworthy. And also not the 421 as advertised on the internet.  Mac installed a fresh 
low compression, ’65 389 tri-power along with replacing every front and rear 
suspension component. Adding a front stabilizer bar, new steering box and powder 
coated rally rims made this visit complete. All this without a scratch on the new paint 
save an indistinguishable chip on the driver’s door edge caused by flexing fenders 
and doors while moving up and down on the lift. Amazing!! 

     
     The last major rework was done by the 
now-defunct BBB Restorations, owned and 
operated by Mark Gardner. All Mark did was 
install a new Rodney Red aluminum 
radiator, stuffed AirLift bags in the rear 
coils, re-upholstered the interior, including 
sound deadener, door panels, package tray, 
stereo wiring and restored radio, added a 
console-mounted vacuum gauge, installed all 

the restored gauges and dashboard, replaced all the side and wing window glass and 
personally restored, painted and assembled the grills. Mark also repaired the bell 
housing and Muncie 4-speed after a small tranny gear exchange problem in La Mesa, 
but that’s another story. 



  
      One more trip to DMAC’s for new after-market oil/temp/battery gauges and the 
old girl is looking pretty spiffy. Every bolt on the car has been replaced or restored. 
The car is better than new.   
I have had some really great comments about the car but one of  the most 
"interesting" was “I had a car exactly like this only it was a blue convertible and it 
wasn’t a GTO.” 
   

  
“So. Do you drive this car?”, the 

onlooker asked.  
  

“Yep. But not in the rain”, I replied. 
  

“ I believe it.”, he continued. “ It’s 
beautiful. Wanna sell it?” 

  
“ I can’t”, I replied. “Peggy Sue 

wouldn’t have it.” 

  

  
  

Hello fellow 
Pontiacer's 

I hope you are all 
still afloat!  

  
     I missed the part where we 
all moved to Seattle?  What in 
the heck is with this rain?  
Steve Levin and I went up to 
Ontario (California), to dyno 
the new race motor and I don’t 

think I had the windshield wipers off of full for more than five minutes the 
whole trip!  More on the new motor in Steve’s article. 
      Actually I was watching the news and they were saying that the northwest 
is in a drought situation.  Go figure.   
  
     Anyway we had some sun this weekend at the big three and despite the 
small crowd I think we had a lot of genuine interest from some Pontiac owners 
that wanted to join the club.  Thanks to everyone that brought out their cars 
and helped at the booth.  We had a great pot luck lunch on Saturday even 
though we had a light turn out.  Special thanks to the Keetch's for there efforts 
and the wonderful chocolate cake, we all enjoyed it. 



  
The show season will upon us soon, if the rain stops long enough, so let’s get 
our rides ready.  Steve and I will be working on getting the race car together 
and then I will be fixing my rear main oil leak on the GTO. 
  
Don’t forget about the change of venue for our next meeting.  It will be at 
Filippi's Pizza just off of Mira Mesa and the 15. 
I hope to see you all there. 
  

  
If I Build It, Will 

They Come? 

I like cars. It’s 
no secret. Everyone in 
our club likes cars. In 
addition to Pontiacs, I 
like other kinds of cars 
too. I really like mid-
year Corvettes (63-67), 
especially 66 & 67 big 
blocks. I would like to 

have more collector cars, but I don’t have any place to put them. We currently 
have 4 cars in a three car garage thanks to a lift that my Firebird sits on. I 
started thinking that I’m probably not the only guy in the world that would like 
to have more cars but has no space. Or, maybe the collector car is in the garage 
while the daily driver sits in the driveway. Even worse, maybe your spouse’s 
car is sitting in the driveway while your little gem sits nicely tucked in under 
the car cover inside the garage. 

It is for these reasons that I am currently in the process of researching 
the feasibility of opening a classic car storage facility. I envision a garage with 
vintage signs and other types of auto memorabilia, shiny floors and a 
nostalgically decorated clubhouse. It would be large enough for clubs to hold 
meetings, or even available for rent to people who have cars stored there. 
There may even be some fun video arcade stuff. Also, it would be set up with 
a small kitchen so events could be catered. I envision charging about the same 
as a public storage facility but it being much cooler. 

I am still early in the planning stages and am currently writing a 
business plan. Everyone I talk to seem to think it is a great idea. The question 
is, how many people are ready to move their cars and start paying rent. I am 
developing a survey that I intend to take to various club meetings in the area, 
as well as different car shows. Right now, I would just like to get the word out 
and get some feedback. So, if any of you are ready, or perhaps know someone 
who is, or maybe have some ideas to share, please stop me, call me or email 
me. I am serious about this endeavor, but this is not a case of if you build it, 



they will come. I want to know that they are coming before I build it. 
  

Steve Levin 
760-525-0417 

steve11ca@aol.com 
  

 
Do You Feel Lucky, 
SDPOCI Members?  

  
    I will continue on 
with the my buffing 
adventure next month 
but for now I would like 
to share a thought.  We, 
as a P.O.C.I. chapter must be the luckiest chapter in the Pontiac world.  At our 
last months meeting we were extremely fortunate to have not one automobile 
legend...but two.  Art Fitzpatrick , world renowned automobile artist/designer 
and also the legendary Jim Wangers.  If you own a Pontiac, you have heard of 
these two giants in their respective fields.  Art was gracious enough to share a 
slide show presentation of his art and stories that has spanned more than 68 
years in the automobile business.  With Jim Wangers at his side adding to the 
stories from the marketing side of things.  This was truly an outstanding 
evening.  Seeing the artwork that sold millions of cars and hearing the details 
from the man himself.  It simply does not get any better.  

So, do you feel lucky?  You should, I sure do! 
 

Special SDPOCI Thanks to Art & Betty Fitzpatrick and Jim 
Wangers 

  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------ 
  

Cruisin Grand Doubles in Size! 
  

     Cruisin Grand on Friday nights just got better. Not only will Grand Ave. be 
used for cruising/parking but now the cruise/show will also be looping around 
to 2nd avenue. Which makes actual cruising better, no U-turns.  The new loop 
route will cover approximately 14 blocks.  Crusin Grand also will be 
sponsored this year by Harrah's Casino.  This will allow for a  LIVE band at 
the corner of Juniper & Grand and there will be a disc jockey playing music on 
Second St. at the H. Johnson furniture store parking lot. Also, parking at H. 
Johnson Furniture will be reserved for classic cars showing up after 5:30.  

Crusin Grand will start on April 1 and runs from 5:00 to 9:00 PM every 
Friday.  

For more information go to www.downtownescondido.com. 



  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------ 
  

Summer Months Meetings 
June - July - August 

     The SDPOCI monthly meetings for the summer months will be held on the 
patio at the Studio Diner.  This move allows those of us that would like to 
bring our classics to a meeting as there is ample parking at this location.    
  

The Studio Diner is located at 4701 Ruffin Road.  

 
Check out the  Studio Diners Website 

  
Return to Top 

  



March 2005 
  

Pontiac Drag Days Race #2 

     FINALLY we got some relief from the bad weather.  It was a great day at Palmdale on February 27, even 
though Mac and I didn’t do all that well.  Mac had an erratic day.  His first time trial was against me and it 
was fraught with problems.  There was not enough water in the water box which kept him from getting a 
good burn out.  The car went ahead and launched, so he backed up and did it again.  Then when he staged 
the car it did not stay in the lights where it was supposed to.  He ended up with a -0.554 reaction time, but 
the car still ran 9.697 at 139+.  He was headed towards the 60’mark before I even moved!  His second run 
was better, but the 60’ time was off at 1.420 compared to the 1.385 on his first run.  There were a lot of 
diesel trucks running, and Mac believes they left some residue on the starting line.  The starter looked under 
his car after a later run, and then they swept the starting line after he launched.  Mac won his first 
elimination match on a run where both drivers had identical 0.043 RT’s.  He ran a 9.731 on a 9.70 dial-in, 
and his opponent ran an 11.265 on an 11.29.  That was a breakout, so Mac went on to the second round.  On 
the second elimination run his 60’ went away, which is very unusual for his car.  It dropped to a 1.478.  
Loosing traction also slows your RT, but he still cut a 0.026.  He ran 9.866 on a 9.72, but his opponent had a 
killer run.  His opponent was Glen Dick who was driving Jerry “The Judge” Young’s ‘64 GTO.  His RT was 
0.005 (low for the day) and he ran an 11.727 on an 11.72 dial-in.  That is a 0.012 package (RT + amount 
over dial), which is absolutely outstanding.  

     My time trials were pretty good, which was a pleasant change from my disastrous outing in January.  I 
was able to get in three runs with RT’s of 0.016, 0.009 and 0.011.  I thought I was really ready for the day.  
My first elimination run was against Keith Valentine, who was the runner up last year.  I cut a -0.017 light 
which is an automatic loss.  I apparently rolled into the lights too far as my ET was down from previous 
runs.  I might have quit and packed up to go home, but I had TV cameras mounted on my car starting at the 
first elimination run.  I discuss that more in the next section.  The TV crew said they would leave the 
cameras on, so I got into the Buy Back race.  I was supposed to race Dil Brando’s blown ’66 GTO.  It would 
have made a great camera shot, but it turned out that I won the draw for the bye run.  At least I won one 
round!  My bye was a pretty good run with a 0.026 RT and I ran 11.229 on an 11.20.  I hope they got that 
run!  I was feeling more confident going into the next round, where I proceeded to cut a -0.004 red light.  I 
was so sure I would have a good start that the red light startled me and I got clear out of the gas.  My 60’ 
slowed from 1.52 to 1.60, and my ET dropped to 11.40.  My day was done, but I felt good about how the car 
ran, and my RT’s were not measured with an alarm clock like they were last month.  However, I was 
disappointed to throw away the cars consistency that day.  All of my 60’ times were within 0.020 seconds, 
and if I throw out the first run they were within 0.008.  I threw out the last run since I let off of the gas at the 



start.  Oh well, like I said in the last article, there is always next month.   

     Race number 3 in the series will be Saturday, March 12.  By the way, the word is out that our Pres and 
VP have a killer engine ready for the “Mean Indian”.  It dyno’ed at 720 HP.  Congratulations guys!  You had 
better wear diapers on your first outings. 

Travel Channel – “Kings of the Road” 

     For the second consecutive month Pontiac Drag Days was getting media coverage.  Last month it was the 
HPP magazine shout out, and this month the Travel channel was shooting for a future episode of “Kings of 
the Road”.  This episode will feature muscle cars.  I don’t know how much of our event will make it into the 
show, but they spent all day shooting.  They interviewed three of us that I know of: Mark Bechtold; Keith 
Valentine; and me. They spent a lot of time with Mark, his wife and their ’66 GTO.  That worked out great 
as Mark ended up winning the Pro-Bracket and he went on to win his first King of the Hill race.  They also 
had cameras on/in his car for at least two time trial runs, and they were on/in my car for the three runs that I 
made after time trials.   They were also video taping runs on the track so the opportunity is there for some 
good coverage.  It will be interesting to see what makes it into the final cut. 

     Don’t forget the special on the Speed Channel.  The series is “American Muscle Car”, and the episode is 
“2004 GTO: The Muscle Car is Back”.  Show dates are as follows: 

Thursday, March 3 playing at 5:00 PM, 8:00 PM and 11:00 PM 

Saturday, March 5 at 6:00 AM 

Thursday, March 10 at 7:00 AM 

 Keep a look out for some PDD footage in the show. 

  That’s it for now, so “see ya’ at the tree” 

Send all Racing Questions & Comments to the "Old Man" himself at: JimTaylor1@cox.net 
  

 Return to Top 
  

The Mean Indian Continues To Make 
Progress 

 



By Steve Levin 

Dyno Test 

     Jerry and I had the pleasure of going to Vrbancic Brother Racing in 
Ontario to help breath life into the new race motor. We drove up through the 
pouring rain (these days everything you do is in the pouring rain) to be there 
at 8:00 AM. When we arrived, the engine was mounted to the dyno and 
peripherals were being attached. Headers with probes to measure air/fuel 
ratios, oil pressure/temp and water temp, water and other necessities were all 
being carefully put in place. Within an hour, it was time to fire it up.      

    One quick press of the button and the engine started like a Honda lawn 
mower. It idled like a monster but it was a beautiful sound. We had the 
timing set at 30 degrees to give the engine a chance to run in.  After 30 
minutes of idle and some easy pulls up and down the RPM range to seat the 
rings, we made our first pull. 

     The sound was exciting, almost as exciting as seeing 651 horsepower and 
629 lb/ft of torque without even trying, (only 5500rpm). We shut the engine 
down and added two degrees of timing, (now at 32 degrees). After a few 
minutes, it was time to try again, (2nd pull).  Now we were up to 698hp and 
638 lb/ft of torque at 6500rpm, and the horse power was still climbing. Now 
we added 2 more degrees of timing putting us at 34 degrees total, and made 
our 3rd pull.  Timing does make a difference.  Without doing anything else, 
we were at 706hp but our torque was still at 638 at 6500rpm.  After analyzing 
the data, and seeing the air/fuel somewhat lean, the decision was made to 
increase the size of the jets on the carb. New jets were installed (a relatively 
easy chore with this 
carb) and we were 
ready to go again. 
Now things were 
really starting to get 
fun. 

    On the next pull 
we were ready to go 
for it.  We went to 
7000rpm and made 
714 horsepower and 
torque at 640 with the 
torque curve as flat as 
could be. Isn't that 
why we love 
Pontiacs?  Everything was going smoothly and it was time to increase the 
timing. At this point we were up to 38 degrees. We gave the engine some 
time to cool down before the next pull. With water temp at about 130 
degrees, we got what we came for, 718.8 horsepower and 643 lb/ft of torque 



at 6500 rpm. 

     We decided to call it a day and brought the motor home. Now it’s time to 
take the car apart and drop it in. Stay tuned for another progress report next 
month. 

  
Return to Top 

  

                             
                                

  

     

    Carrot Cake 
                                                                    

Batter 
4 eggs beaten 
2 cups sugar 
1 ½ cup oil 
2 cups flour 

1 ½ tsp baking powder 
1 tsp soda 

1 tsp cinnamon 
½ tsp salt 

  
3 cups grated carrots (peeled,  about 4) 

1 lg can crushed pineapple (drained but keeping ¼ c juice) 



1 cup chopped walnuts 
1 tsp pure vanilla 

  
Frosting 

1 cup butter (2 sticks) 
2 lg packages cream cheese (regular not low fat or spreadable) 

1 tsp pure vanilla 
4 cups powdered sugar 

Cream above ingredients in order until smooth (4 to 5 minutes) 
  

Whole and chopped walnuts for garnish 
  

 Beat eggs, add sugar and cream for at least 10 minutes.  Add oil and mix 2 to 3 
minutes.  Add flour mixture and mix just until blended.  Add remaining ingredients 
and mix 1 minute.  Pour into large greased jelly roll pan.  DO NOT substitute the pan.  
Bake at 350 degrees for 50 to 70 minutes.  Cool completely and frost.  Sprinkle with 
chopped walnuts.  Refrigerate.  This can be made 1 or 2 days in advance and 
refrigerated.                 

 
Return to Top 

  

  

Website of the  Month 

Art Fitzpatrick's Web Site  

 
http://www.fitz-art.com/  



         
Check it out! 

Activities for March     

 SDPOCI Monthly Meeting  
Fillippis Pizza Grotto in Mira Mesa  

March 8 (Tuesday) 

St. Patrick's Day Parade 

March 12 (Saturday), 2005 
If you do one thing this year. Come on out for 

this parade! 
This is a really huge parade.  

We had a blast last year and this year will be 
even better. 

We will be having a St. Patrick's Day brunch in 
the park. 

(While waiting for the parade to start) 
So think Green and bring a food dish to share. 
Don't forget the Irish  decorations for your car 

too! 

Pontiac Drag Days  
Race #3 

March 12, 7:30am 

  

  
  

SDPOCI Meeting Minutes 



2/8/05 
. 
President Jerry Beaudry called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and 
announced that the meeting would come to order.  
  
Introductions and Guest Speaker:   
Fred Nicholson, prospective new member, who owns a 69 GTO. 
Al Masock also a potential new member. 
Extra Special guests this night were Art & Betty Fitzpatrick, who gave 
a truly great presentation on his art and the stories surrounding them.    
Also among the specials guests were Jim Wangers.  
  
Minutes 
A motion was made by Steve Levin and seconded by Dave Keetch to 
approve the minutes of January 2005. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
  
Treasurer’s Report 
Dale Arries, reported that the club has $1547.22 in the bank. 
  
Car Council Report 
  

�  Need judges for the auto museum show on 6/3/05,  they will be 
raffling off a 1931 Ford Victoria, fully restored.. Tickets are 10 
bucks. 

�  Park department issued a statement that there will be no more 
car shows at the Embarcadero due to damage caused by a 
couple car clubs. However we already have our reservations 
for both shows this year. 

�  Cruising Grand is going to happen, it has NOT been cancelled.  
Supposedly, improved with a way to circle around while 
cruising. 

�  2-17 The third in a speech series will be on Italian cars at the 
Auto Museum Library, 5:00.  

  
Racers Report 
  

�  Pontiac Drag Days #1.  See racers report. 
�  Jim Taylor’s car will be in the Pontiac Enthusiasts 
�  2/27 Pontiac Drags #2 
�  Pontiac Heaven Drags, Phoenix 4/2 - 4/3. 
  

Activities Report 
  

�  We have dates to show at the fair and a sign up sheet, 10 cars 



per day Max. See Dave K. 
�  Next months meeting will be at Fillippis Pizza in Mira Meas.  
�  Kart racing night is in the works, with a date TBD. 
�  Newsletter is now downloadable on the home page for Dial Up 

users. 
�  Jerry will send hard copies of the newsletter to those that have 

no email access 
  
New Business 
  

�  Jerry will send hard copies of the newsletter to those that have 
no email access 

  
Old Business 
  

�  .Awards given to out going officers John Erdman and Greg 
Raymond. 

�  Jim Thomson was presented with a gift certificate to his 
favorite restaurant for his outstanding effort with the Int. Auto 
show.  

�  Dale Arries and Jeff & Dyanna Gallagher also received awards 
for their services as club officers.  

  
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff & Dyanna Gallagher, SDPOCI Secretary 
2/9/2005 
  

Meeting was shortened due to a presentation by the world renowned 
artist Art Fitzpatrick.  

San Diego Chapter Officers 
President  
Jerry Beaudry  
619-444-1577 

jerrybeaudry@cox.net 

Vice President  
Steve Levin 
760-489-1151 

steve11ca@aol.com 

Secretary  
Dyanna Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

dmadro@cox.net 

Treasurer  
Dale Arries mstoadswildride@juno.com 



619-420-6546 

Webmaster/E-
Newsletter Editor 

Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Co-Activities Chair  
Alan Sugarman  
858-451-3275 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

alan.sugarman@ngc.com 
jgallag@cadence.com 

Historian  
Cindi Keetch 

619-442-4182 
63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Car Council  
Dave Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

 

 


