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Meeting - Location 

This Month, May 10, the meeting will be at:  
FILIPPI'S PIZZA GROTTO  - Mira Mesa  

  

 
May  

  

  
    
  

    
  
  
  

  
  

Restoration Project:  
Bill Dunne's 1974 GTO 

  
      FINALLY! After a long drought of few and far in between commission checks, the 74 GTO has been 
towed in for paint and assembly.  This took place about  6 weeks ago and the car was towed to Mario's 
Auto Body in Escondido.  Not only did I research a number of body shops both near and far, I have seen 
his work and it is very good and he seems to be reasonably priced (but we won't know that till the car is 
finished).  It is in final primer the week of April 11th and should be painted the week of the 25th.  After 
that, all we need to do is the following: install engine and tranny; buy new glass have that installed (if I 
can find it); replace all new wiring harnesses; install interior; install exhaust. 

  
     Then fill up the tank and see if it starts!!  After that, most of the extra 74 parts I have acquired will go 
back to eBay and with the way the parts have sky rocketed, I should be able to re-coup a lot of what I 
spent and keep the very best of parts and some duplicates, just in case. 
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�����In our last newsletter I wrote 
“Finally, that big beautiful orange 
ball is once again up in the sky.  It 
seems like an eternity since we had 
some good weather.  Knock on 

vinyl, it stays around from now on”.  



OK.  Someone kick me in the #!#!.  I must have been the one that put the hex on 
the weather this past month, sorry.  The good news is they say it is going to be 
nice for our Spring Pow Wow on Sunday.  I am really looking forward to the 
show, it’s going to be a ton or two of fun.  

I hope we represent ourselves and have a good turn out.  We have a lot of pre-
registrations so I’m hoping it will be a big show.  

 Steve Levin, my partner on the race car has been really busy this past month with 
business, welcome to my world, so I will fill in for him with the build status of the 
MEAN INDIAN .  

 The MEAN INDIAN  gets meaner.  

Last month I told you about how much we did to the race car to get it ready for the 
improvements.  Well, this past month we have been installing the new and 
refurbished components along with the new race engine so we could have it ready 
for the Pow Wow.  I am writing this on The Friday before the show and I am 
happy to say it will be there, and under its own power!  The only parts we did not 
get were the new hood and fiberglass bumpers.  So if you reed this before the 
show, I would suggest you bring your earmuffs, it’s kinda loud 

.  
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     Well it’s 30 
days into 
limousine 
ownership and it 
has been fun and 
tiring as well. I 
am having a good 
time getting our 
new offices set up 
with computers, 
phones and other 
equipment. In the 
past, I have 

always done this for other companies. I must say it is much more 
enjoyable doing it for myself. Mechanical and cosmetic work is being 
done on the vehicles, as well as updating the electronics. (Those of you 
who really know me would expect nothing less.) DVD players, flat 
screen TV’s and XM radio will be installed in all of the vehicles that we 
will be keeping. 

Unfortunately, there has been little time for other activities. I 
have made it to a couple of  Cruisin’ Grands, as well as the Heartbeat 
Chevy show at Bates nut farm. I was to exhibit my car there along with 
my friend Al and his 56 Nomad. Al’s wife wasn’t feeling well so he 
didn’t make the trip. I decided to attend with the family as a guest, 
instead of as a participant. It was a decision I was very happy that I 
made. There was a craft show going on, but some of the other activities 
that were advertised never materialized, for instance the hayride. Also, 
they had a DJ that also sang karaoke with much of the music. After 30 
minutes, I had had enough. Why couldn’t he just be content playing 
period music. After 45 minutes I needed to leave. I don’t know what I 
would have done if I had made the decision to enter my car and stay 
there all day. 

In any case, May 1 now turns out to be our big show of the year 
thanks to the scheduling snafu of the Embarcadero folks. It will be an 
interesting show and perhaps pave the way for future shows for us. The 
thought is for a more intimate Pontiac only show later in the year, 
maybe at a local dealership. I am sure that our club will show up in 
force, and that as usual, a great time will be had by all. I look forward to 
getting into the Firebird for a change and sitting around with some car 
buddies. As always, keep checking our web site for additions and 
changes to the calendar. If you haven’t already, mark down mid-July for 
our annual Super Cruise. Will you be one of the few, the proud, the 
Poncho’s that complete the circuit. See you at the drive-in on July 23 
and we will find out.  
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Cruising 

Season Opens   
The rain is over 
and we can finally 
get our cars out of 
the garage.  
Seemed like a 
really long wet 
winter to me and from the size of Cruisin Grand on Friday's, everybody 
else too.  The crowds at this event have been huge.  It is an outstanding 
weekly event but lets not forget that there is another Friday show that is 
also a very nice event.  Santee Lakes Cruise on Friday evenings is a nice 
change of pace from the Escondido cruise.  It is held on the grass by the 
Santee Lakes. It is allot mellower than Escondido and if you have not 
made it to the lakes, you should.  
  
By the time this newsletter is published our Spring Pow Wow Show will 
be over and we can concentrate on cruising.  On Saturday May 7 is the 
SCCPOCI sponsored Pontiac show in Lake Forrest.  This is always a 
great event and we are planning to caravan up, more details to come 
shortly. Keep an eye on your email! 
  

May will be our last meeting at Filippi's Pizza in Mira Mesa.   
See below  

  

Summer Months Meetings 
June - July - August 

     The SDPOCI monthly meetings for the summer months will be held 
on the patio at the Studio Diner.  This move allows those of us that 
would like to bring our classics to a meeting as there is ample parking at 
this location.    
  

The Studio Diner is located at 4701 Ruffin Road.  

 
Check out the  Studio Diners Website 
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May 2005 

Introduction  

Pontiac Drag Days did not schedule a race in April so that it would be easier for a lot of us to attend the annual race in 
Phoenix. The Pontiac Heaven and More Drags were at Speedworld on Saturday April 2, and the Muscle Car Heaven 
and More Drags were on Sunday, April 3. A few weeks before the race I got a call from Robert Johnson to see if I 
wanted to go over with him and Jim Wangers. They have a two car hauler, but the GeeTO TIGER was in the Petersen 
Museum. It took me all of about 2 seconds to accept their kind offer. It was a lot more fun than towing over by myself. 
Also in the car was Jim Lavold, who was the track manager at the now defunct 
Carlsbad drag strip and Marty Haracz, the chassis wizard behind “Race Cars 
& Stuff”. He went to help Robert dial in the newly installed wheelie bars on 
the back of the Ponte-Carlo. 

  

  

Racing in Phoenix 

 

As usual a group of us went over on Friday so we could get situated at the track. It turned out to be much less than we 
had hoped. The two main reasons the So Cal contingent goes there is to be around other Pontiac enthusiasts, and to 
experience the great launch pad that Speedworld has exhibited in the past. This time a large percentage of the Pontiac 
enthusiasts were our same PDD group and the traction was terrible. It turned out that they were also operating a dirt 
track on the upwind side, which blew dirt onto the drag strip. Even worse, the track manager on Saturday was the dirt 
track manager, so he wasn’t able to prep the track as well as the drag strip manager. My first time trial run on Saturday 



was the first time my car has ever spun so hard that it went into the rev limiter in first gear. It hit it so hard the nose of 
the car came down, then back up again. I managed to luck out and settle in to a constant amount of over spin, so I made 
it to the finals. I was racing a dragster from Idaho, which was quite a challenge. My lights had been OK, but in the 
finals I finally got some traction. My 60’ improved enough that it drove me to a red light. On Sunday the traction of the 
track itself was much better, but the burn out area was still bad. When you do a burn out you are supposed to do it until 
the tires just start to grab. This did not happen without burning out passed the starting line. Many cars were doing this 
for the same reason. Apparently they made an announcement that they did not want this done anymore, but I did not 
here the announcement. In the second round I did the same thing, then I cut a 0.501 light (0.001 by the new way), and I 
ran a 10.971 on a 10.98. I had my competition covered, but my car wandered all over the track at the top end, so I 
thought it scrubbed off enough ET to be safe. My opponent broke out by 0.003, but I broke out by 0.009. I got to the 
finish line about 1.5 feet too early. It took awhile before I looked at my time slip close enough to see that they had 
disqualified me (DQ) for burning out past the starting line. Oh well, maybe I don’t need the punishment next year. The 
traction was so bad that even Mac’s big tires didn’t get consistent traction. It is too bad, as Mac had the luck of the 
draw. He drew a bye run for the first round on Saturday, during which he ran his number (9.47). However, with his 
60’s varying by at least 0.004 seconds, he ended up losing to the dragster that made it to the finals. On Sunday Mac got 
the bye by being the odd car, and then in the second round he drew a bye. His third round race was a close one. RT’s 
for him and his opponent were 0.526/0.523, but Mac ran a 9.49 on a 9.51. He had the same problem that I had �  He 
was dialing for less traction and it hooked up better than he expected. Robert had similar issues both days. He still 
pulled off a 9.17 having to shut off at about the 1000 foot mark. 

Rather than going into any more personal descriptions of the experience at Speedworld, I would like to just patch in a 
story that Robert wrote and sent to me. It will give you a little more flavor of what the weekend was like. By the way, if 
I didn’t state it before, Robert is the driver of the Ponte-Carlo and the GeeTO TIGER. 

 
_________________________________________________ 

  
My Pontiac Heaven Drags and More Experience 

By: Robert Johnson

April 1st, Friday  

Leaving Jim Wangers’ warehouse at 6 A.M. with the Ponte Carlo and Old Man Taylor’s car in tow, Jim Wangers, Jim 
Taylor, Jim Lavold and I set off to meet other PDD’ers at the Denny’s in Beaumont. After a comfortable drive through 
the desert (having three Jim’s with you can make the time go by rather quickly), we arrived at the days inn with plenty 
of time to check in and head to Speedworld. So far everything was going as good as could be expected. Arriving at the 
track shortly before 4 P.M., we found ourselves only 3rd in line. This was surprising to us as we were expecting a much 



larger group for such a long anticipated event. Well, with Les and Sharren Iden, Dave Anderson and Ron Hildreth in 
front of us, we were soon allowed through the outer gate - one down and one to go. By this time I was chomping at the 
bit to get the car off of the trailer and onto the track that was known for its’ stickier than average starting line. 

We knew it was a Friday night Test-N-Tune, but usually those of us here for this event are given some consideration. 
From this point on, IN MY OPINION, the whole weekend went downhill FAST. Have you ever been to Disneyland 
and waited in line to get on a ride only to see people walk past you and immediately get on the ride? That’s because 
they had a speed pass. That’s how I felt from 5 P.M. to practically 6 P.M. We sat and watched in dismay as the locals 
and OTP’s (Other Than Pontiac’s) went through the gates. Meanwhile we had to tolerate an inept and unmanaged event 
staff worrying about who got t-shirts, how many, what size, etc…..I could go on, but you get the picture! Thank god I 
was able to hang out and socialize with mostly fellow PDD’ers, who by the way made up most of the race crowd. I was 
very surprised to see several Tiger Run friends who traveled all the way from Idaho to get a taste of the race track that I 
had bragged about so much to them. Finally, with visions of 1.27 sixty-foot times dancing through my head, and a fresh 
set of wheelie bars built by Race Cars & Stuff to keep the Ponte Carlo from blowing over, we were let in. Tech was 
smooth and you only had to tech once for the whole weekend. What a break! 

The weather was great with the temperature in the high 60’s to low 70’s. The starting line traction was average, but it 
quickly went away as it became even looser down to the 330 mark. Maybe it was because they were running roundy-
round cars east of the strip and the wind was blowing from that direction. All in all the day was not what I had 
expected. Or maybe this was an April Fool’s prank, being April 1st and all. 
  

April 2nd, Saturday 

There were still some issues getting in, but they were tolerable. Traction was still not as I expected. My 1.42 sixty-foot 
times were off by a tenth from a typical NOS launch. The P. A. system was not working in the area where we were 
pitted, so I tuned my radio to their frequency of 88.3. Even so, there was not very good announcing and important items 
like no burn outs across the starting line unless you are an open wheel car or dragster, was not mentioned enough. Just 
for the record all of my passes included a burnout across the starting line (both Saturday and Sunday). Nobody EVER 
said any thing to me, nor was I DQ’ed like Jim Taylor was during the Sunday eliminations for doing that very thing. I 
recall a similar incident a year or two ago with one PDD’er racing against a local. Can you say track favoritism boys 
and girls? I know I can. Back to Saturday - they were still running roundy-round cars into the Saturday night session, so 
Marty Haracz and I went to the starting line to determine if it was even worth it to bring the Ponte Carlo out for an 
attempt at a two stage nitrous pass. We were met by the “normal” starter, whose name I don’t recall, but he had not 
worked the starting line until Saturday night. When asked if we should make a pass, he said he remembered the Ponte 
and the show it put on last year with it’s wheel stands, and he definitely did not recommend making a nitrous pass due 
to the fact that the roundy-round cars (which weren’t here last year) caused the track to be less than optimal - AND it 
had not been prepped the way HE normally preps it. He said he would have it good-to-go on Sunday. Until Saturday 
night it was the dirt track manager handling the drag strip. Needless to say J.W. agreed it would not be in the car’s best 
interest to attempt an all out run. I was very dejected. After all, this is what we had come here to do, make killer runs. 
We have always run best at Speedworld, but it was starting to look as if the 8-second pass we were looking for was not 
going to happen - at least not at this event. 

April 3rd, Sunday 

I can’t say anything good about Sunday except that what happened to me and the Ponte kind of sums up the whole 
weekend. Personally I wouldn’t waste my time and money traveling to a remote event to race the same people that I 



race at Pontiac Drag Days. Racing with the Pontiac crowd is a social gathering where good friends and camaraderie go 
hand in hand, which I wouldn’t trade for anything. However, it isn’t necessary to go all the way to Phoenix to get that 
experience when we are able to get it every month at Palmdale. Next year come to my house. We’ll race Pontiacs and 
other muscle cars on the PS2, and you won’t have to go to the Pontiac Heaven Drags and “Less”. I guarantee my 
hospitality will be far better than what we received at Speedworld. 

 
It’s only MY opinion, Robert Johnson 

Conclusion 

There’s not much more that I could add to Robert’s description, so that’s it for this month. The next PDD race is 
Saturday, May 14. Gates open at 7:30 AM. 

  That’s it for now, so “see ya’ at the tree” 

Send all Racing Questions & Comments to the "Old Man" himself at: JimTaylor1@cox.net 
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Ham Rolls 

1 15oz can Asparagus Spears from Green Giant  

    (These are in the tall can and work best)  

1 package 8oz package cream cheese (softened, microwave 35 seconds)  

   (Do not use tub cheese as it will not set up properly to slice) 

1 package 12 oz Danola Ham  

   (This ham is the perfect thickness and rolls up well) 

Drain asparagus on paper towels to reduce moisture.  Lay 2  pieces of ham together on 
flat surface and repeat 7 times (there will be 1 extra piece)  Pat ham dry with paper 
towels.  Divide softened cream cheese between  the ham and spread on entire surface 
of ham.  Divide spears between ham.  Roll up tightly and lay on paper towels on plate. 



Cover with paper towel to absorb any excess liquid.   Cover and refrigerate overnight.  

Slice each roll into 6 slices and arrange on plate.  Put cut ends (2 each roll) down 
toward bottom of plate.  Refrigerate again before serving for up to 24 hours. 

 These can be made 2 days in advance and then cut a few hours before serving. 

Substitutions 

Turkey or lean pastrami instead of Ham 

Strips of cheddar cheese instead of asparagus 

These are Yummy!! 
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Website of the  Month 
  
  

Check it out! 
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Activities for May    

May 1 Sunday 

Spring Pow Wow Car 
Show 

Open to ALL classic Cars & 
Trucks 

Sponsored by the  
San Diego Pontiac Club 

Volunteers needed!  
Contact:  Jeff or Alan 



 SDPOCI Monthly Meeting  
Fillippis Pizza Grotto in Mira Mesa  

May 10 (Tuesday) 
5/14/05 Saturday 

Pontiac Drag Days  
Palmdale, Los Angeles County Raceway 
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SDPOCI Meeting Minutes 
4/12/05 

President Jerry Beaudry called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm 
and announced that the meeting would come to order.  

 Introductions and Guest Speaker: 

·  New members Steve & Lisa Albright who own a 1968 

LeMans 

·  Bob Mutz, President of the San Diego Disabled Vets 

Asc. He will try to get a show aboard the USS Midway.  

Helping Vets help themselves.  

·  Ed Zimmerly, editor of Overdrive newspaper, He is 

having a Car Show, need to send in application by April 

21.  Jeff G. will send him SDPOCI information monthly. 

Minutes 

March meeting minutes were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Dale Arries reported that the club has $976.13 

Car Council Report:   by Cindi Keetch 



·  We have free insurance for the year 

·  4-16 Golden Acorn Show 

·  6-2 La Mesa shows will begin 

·  6-4-05 Auto Museum Show 

Racers Report 

·  See the Racers Report above for details 

·  4-2-05 Pontiac Heaven Drags, New track owners, track 

was dirty, not a good race weekend. 

·  5-14 Will be the next drags 

·  Mean Indian - Motor is IN the car 

Activities Report 

·  4-16 Motorcars on Mainstreet 

·  4-30 Allied Gardens Show 

·  Pontiac Drag Days 5-14-05 

·  Temecula Passport, 3 times a year. good fun, Maybe get a 

limo or bus. 

·  Steve Levin has just started a limo business, Sterling 

Rose Limo's, and will have a limo bus shortly for us to 

rent. 

New Business 

·  Jeff asked the club members to contact him if they would 

like thier car featured in the newsletter. 

·  The Embarcadero has put the screws to us. They have 

taken away our Saturday. The PIP show will be cancelled 

at the Embarcadero and we will have it somewhere else 

on a Saturday. It will be a little more low key and are still 

looking for a new PIP venue. Send any suggestions to 



Jeff or Alan.  

·  Sheldon Jurist will be going to Sacramento to talk to the 

legislature on "Old Cars" 

Old Business 

·  Sping Pow Wow Show- All the crews from last years PIP 
show will be working together again fro the Spring Pow 
Wow Show. See an officer if you would like to vonuteer. 

Adjournment:  
The meeting was adjourned at  7:45pm. 
 Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff & Dyanna Gallagher, SDPOCI Secretary 
April 13, 2005 
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San Diego Chapter Officers 
President  
Jerry Beaudry  
619-444-1577 

jerrybeaudry@cox.net 

Vice President  
Steve Levin 
760-489-1151 

steve11ca@aol.com 

Secretary  
Dyanna Madro 
Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

dmadro@cox.net 

Treasurer  
Dale Arries 

619-420-6546 
mstoadswildride@juno.com 

Webmaster/E-
Newsletter Editor 

Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Co-Activities Chair  
Alan Sugarman  
858-451-3275 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

alan.sugarman@ngc.com 
jgallag@cadence.com 

Historian  
Cindi Keetch 63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 



619-442-4182 

Car Council  
Dave Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 
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Click here for SDPOCI Membership Application  
  

Click here for POCI Membership Application  
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For Newsletter Archives select here! 
  

For a Printable version of the above Newsletter select 
here! 
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