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DMac’s Grand Opening BBQ 

 

 
The May Monthly Meeting will be at :  

JBA Performance Center     
Wednesday May 9th    

Facility Tour 6:pm, Meeting at 7:00 pm  
5135 Convoy Street, San Diego, CA 92111 

Bring Your Pontiac – Lots of Parking 



 
DMac’s Grand Opening BBQ 

By: Jeff Gallagher 
       The rain clouds went away and Mac and Cheri were able to pull off a  spectacular  BBQ and Car Show  
on Sunday April 22nd  at their new shop.  Everything rolled into motion about 10am at the new garage.  Tents 
were erected, music was set up and soon the BBQ’s were heating up.  The BBQ did not start until 11 but as 
always, the cars started arriving around 10:30.  The first to show up was a long line of Pontiacs,  but,  a real 
nice mix of hot cars did attend.   There was more than enough great food to enjoy on this day.  Other than the 
BBQed burgers and dogs, there was Pizza, provided by the 1 -800-Muffler man and also Coney sauce for the 
hot dogs and some great Goat Herder Chili compliments of  Bill (my foot slipped) Dunne.   
 
      This event also had it share of automotive legends in attendance as well.  I’ve said it before and will 
probably say it many more times, 
but, the SDPOCI is the luckiest 
Pontiac Club in the universe as we 
get to have Art Fitzpatrick AND Jim 
Wangers attend our events.   Not 
only did they come but they brought 
some serious heavy metal, as Jim 
drove his one of a kind Grand Prix, 
the 69 Judge AND the GTO Tiger as 
well.   What a day! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 
 

 
 

Thanks to all those who attended and made this a very special day for Mac and Cheri! 
 

See Mac’s website for more pictures:  http://members.cox.net/dmacauto/ 
 



We Must be Butter 
Well, we’re on a roll.  April was 
packed with activities and May 
promises to be a great month 
too….ranging from cruise nights to car 
shows.  Take a look at this months 
calendar, it’s packed full of activities.  
One of the biggest shows that we 
attend as a club is coming up on May 
12th at Fuddruckers in Lake Forest.  
This is the all Pontiac show put on by 
the Southern California Chapter of the 
POCI.  We always have a large 
contingency going up there and they 
always put on a great show.  I hope 
you can make it. 

 
 We will be having our monthly meeting at JBA Racing with a couple of speakers presenting interesting 
information along with a tour of the facility.  Dinner will be served at JBA so don’t eat before the meeting. 
 
Our annual Spring Pow Wow is just around the corner.  We have received the trophies, have some great 
venders signed up and are coordinating with the Port Authority for our set up at the Embarcadero North.  
Several of our members have been attending other car club meetings and advertising our show.  We should get 
a good response and hopefully have the largest show yet.  With all of the contacting we have been doing and 
the great location, this should be a winner. 
 
If you have been going to any of the car shows or cruise nights, you have noticed all of the cars seem to be in 
fantastic condition.  I think more and more people are doing frame off restorations, and it shows.  I know I 
have seen a lot of you at these venues and I think our hobby has taken a turn for the best.  You see  many cars 
in perfect condition,  many more than in the past.  Several of us went to the Motorcars on Mainstreet and were 
not disappointed.  There is an article in this newsletter covering the show and for those of us that went, it was 
a great time.  Hey, you’re in downtown Coronado with a bunch of classic cars.  It doesn’t get any better than 
that…….well, maybe a show at the Embarcadero North on June 17th. 
 
Our treasurer, Jerry Beaudry found a great website, http://www.midlifeclassiccars.com.  Take a look.  They 
have great books, models and much more.  If you find a website that you think members would enjoy, please 
let me know.  I will include it in my future newsletters.  Who knows, you could win $10,000 like Jerry did. 
 
That’s about it from this side of the desk.  I don’t know about anybody else, but I’m having a blast.  Who says 
you can’t go back?  You just have to go a little slower so you don’t hurt yourself.  Have a great month!!!! 
 
Keep The Shiny Side Up! 
The Prez 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



300 
       aka MotorCars on MainStreet 
2007, not The Battle of Thermopylae, 
was the focus on April 29, 2007 when 
members of the SDPOCI cruised down 
to beautiful downtown Coronado Island, 
just across the Coronado Bay 
Bridge from San Diego. For the past 17 
years the City of Coronado has 
welcomed 300 Classic Cars and over 
10,000 spectators to their Island 
Community. This year's event was 

another success. The word on the street was that, due to the limit of 300 cars. they had turned down over 150 
cars for today's show. The 4 pre-registered participants, including myself, Jeff and Dyana, Alan and 
Rosemary, Dave and Judy, met at 7 am off I-15 and Carmel Mountain Road. I had to leave home early since I 
needed to make sure I had a full tank of gas. I 
waited until I arrived at the meeting point to fill-
er-up. I'm still getting used to my new engine and 
its fuel requirements. During the SuperCruise 
through the Cleveland National Forrest I drove 
primarily in 3rd gear and got a whopping 11 
MPG. Luckily the Coronado trip was almost all 
freeway and by taking advantage of the way my 
Tre-Mac 5-speed is set up, the rpms going from 
3200 to 2200 when I shift from 4th to 5th gear, I 
didn't anticipate any problems, but its always nice 
to be on the safe side of gas issues. We headed out shortly after 7 am and had a uneventful trip to Coronado 

and were able to park together inside the show area. MotorCars on 
MainStreet is a points-judged show with over 25 classes and 
special trophy categories. Club members the Keetches and the 
Jurists were among the judges. After some quick detailing we 
proceeded to get some breakfast and settled in for the rest of the 
morning, anticipating another sunny day that makes San Diego 
famous the world over. Not today. It seems there was a heavy 
marine layer overhead and, while there wasn't any rain, the 
weather remained cloudy and cool. The lack of sunshine didn't 
seem to effect 

either the crowd of spectators or the participants with 
their beautiful cars, people were everywhere around rows 
and rows of great vehicles. We did run into some other 
Club members and some potential new members and 
some old friends from the car community. We were able 
to pass out a lot of flyers for our Spring PowWow and 
received a quite a bit of positive feedback as to this year's 
venue at The Embarcadero North. We left about 3:30 and 
ran into warm sunshine just after hitting the 
mainland. The drive home was another reminder of why I 
have The SUNGOAT. as if I really needed a reason to 
drive around in a 1969 GTO Convertible.  
 



 

DMac 
The biggest little event of the 
year had to be DMac’s Grand 
Opening BBQ.  The was truly a 
good time had by all who 
attended.  There were no 
trophies to worry about taking 
home.  Just a whole bunch of 
car enthusiasts looking at each 
others heavy metal toys.   The 
members of the SDPOCI were 
there to lend their support to a 
good guy , a good friend, a 

fellow club member and lets not forget one hell of a drag racer and master mechanic.   Mac & Cheri decided to 
have a BBQ/Grand Opening a few weeks ago to let customers know they have moved and show their own 
appreciation for their customers who have stayed with them for the over 30 years Mac has been in business.  

Not only was there a great BBQ and Car Show but there was 

the Raffle at the end of the party where all 
kinds of cool stuff was given away.  Everyone 
that I talked to had a great time and was 
wondering if Mac & Cheri will make this an annual event?        Mac??   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
Pontiac Drag Days 

 
       April 21st was the fourth PDD race of the season, and the first one I have been able to make this year.  I 
got an early start on Saturday after the marathon the week before to get the car ready to race.  I also had to 
load everything into the new 2007 Toyota Tundra that I purchased in March.  I did quite well towing, but 
when I was about 20 miles from the track I looked in the right hand mirror and saw something sliding across 
the highway and into the desert sand.  The only thing I figured it could be was a ramp, so I pulled over a few 
miles later to check that my hasps and locks were in place.  Everything seemed OK so I proceeded to the 
track.  Once in the pits I went to pull the ramps out of the trailer.  The right one was much further into the 
trailer than normal.  When I went for the left one I did not find it.  When I looked under the trailer I found that 
the center section of channels had fallen out of the trailer and the left ramp worked its way out.  I borrowed 
ramps from another racer at the track to load and unload, but I was concerned about what I would do when I 
got home.  On to the time trials - I started in the right lane, where a preceding racer had lost control and taken 
out the eighth mile clocks.  I could see what looked like a shallow pool of dirt down track, but I was hoping 
that I could drive through it.  The car launched great yielding my best 60’ time ever at LACR at a 1.46.  The 
car pulled really hard and then it started sliding to the left.  I tried to make a gradual steering adjustment when 
it suddenly made a radical move to the right.  It whipped over very quickly, and I got out of it very quickly.  
Even at that it ran 6.85 in the eighth at a slowing 85 mph.  I coasted through at 12.97 at 65 mph.  I then tried 
the left lane and it turned out to be even worse!  All that deadline work was for nothing.  I wasn’t about to risk 
losing the car so I went ahead and loaded up.  As I was loading the track announcer stated that the event was 
being canceled, as they couldn’t get any cars down the track.  At least this allowed me an early start to look for 
my lost ramp.  I knew within about 1 mile where I 
had seen it sliding off the highway, so I drove past 
that area, turned around and proceeded to look for it.  
Surprisingly I found it right away.  Now I’m off for 
my final leg home.  I was going South on I-15 just 
South of the 15/215 split when I noticed the trailer 
swaying a lot more than normal.  Soon another car 
pulled along side of me and pointed at the trailer in 
panic.  I pulled over as soon as I could where I found 
the right rear trailer tire all gnarled up and the wheel destroyed.  Apparently the channel or the ramp hit the tire 
as it exited the trailer and weakened it.  Fortunately I had a spare so I called AAA to come out and do the swap 
for me.  It is pretty scary with all the traffic whizzing by just a few feet from you.  Anyway, I now have set of 
5 tires and a replacement wheel ordered to hopefully get everything back up to snuff.  Then I will take the 
trailer to “Race Cars & Stuff” to have new braces welded in to hold in the ramps.  Hopefully this is the end of 
my problems, but I wouldn’t bet on it. 

Rebuilt 482 – The end of the Odyssey 
     I think I’m getting too old to keep doing all of this work myself, or else I’m just tired of the problems.  I 
started by trying to attach the trans and torque converter to the engine the weekend of March 31.  It’s always a 



challenge to get the torque converter lined up well enough to seat all the way, but I finally got it.  Then I went 
to bolt the trans to the block, but it wouldn’t go over the extended dowel pins.  It turns out the longer dowels 
are 0.625 and the factory dowels are 0.621, meaning the hole in the trans bellhousing was not large enough.  
Fortunately a friend had a 5/8” reamer, so with help I completed a hand ream job (no comments!).  However, 
with the dowel pins so long it was still going to be a challenge, so I broke out my Dremel and tapered the 
dowels up to about ½” from the block.  That worked great.  Now I’m into the weekend of April 7th.  First I 
tried to bolt on my solid motor mounts – no go!  The hole alignment was off a quarter inch or more on both 
sides.  So I took them back off and “windowed” them with a cutoff wheel and installed them back onto the 
engine.  I laid the headers into the chassis and dropped the engine and the trans in – almost.  I couldn’t get the 
mounts over the frame saddles, and I lacked about 3/8” being able to get the elephant ears to line up with the 
plates on the frame.  I took the motor mounts back off and tried again.  It turns out that the water line on the 
driver’s side from the back of the block to the head was hitting the firewall.  I gave up for the weekend.  The 
next Friday night (April 13) I took the engine/trans back out so I could drill a bunch of holes in the problem 
area.  Then I beat the metal with large hammers and punches.  Saturday I was successful in getting it back in.  
I intentionally left out the motor mounts this time so that I am absolutely dependent on the elephant ears, 
which should not be a problem.  Now the challenge was getting the header bolts started.  This has to be the 
hardest part of installing the engine.  Many hours later that task was done.  I completed everything on the 
topside of the engine and proceeded to the driveline.  I got everything in except the shift linkage – I apparently 
lost the bracket that the shift cable mounts to.  I left a message at Mac’s, which he returned Sunday night.  
Mac to the rescue!  He had extra brackets for me to choose from.  Even though I couldn’t shift it, I could still 
try to start it.  I filled the trans with fluid, and I filled the radiator while cycling the electric water pump to 
make sure the water was circulating (or so I thought).  Now I’m ready for the first “fire up”.  I cranked the 
engine for quite awhile to make sure the oil had filled the engine oil passages.  Now I switched on the ignition 
expecting instant starting – oops, it was like the switch was not on.  So I checked through all of my ignition 
wiring.  Everything seemed OK, so I walked away to give it some more thought.  Then it dawned on me that I 
had removed both the distributor rotor and cap to make sure they didn’t hit the firewall when I installed the 
engine.  It was drizzling some when I started working on Sunday morning, so I put the cap on the distributor 
so it wouldn’t get wet inside.  You guessed it; I forgot to put the rotor on under the cap.  It fired up instantly 
and sounded great!  However, it started getting hot very quickly.  I had checked before to see that the pump 
was cycling water OK, but I rechecked it.  No more flowing water.  I have seen this before when an air bubble 
gets caught in a system that has a thermostat. But I’m not running a T-stat, so I figured the water pump 
decided to crap out on me at an inopportune time.  I took it to the Meziere’s first thing Monday morning and 
they said it was OK, and that it was still possible to get air bubbles caught in a system with an electric water 
pump and no T-stat.  Now I had to reinstall the pump, install the shift cable bracket and adjust the linkage, and 
be ready to load the car by Friday.  TOO MUCH PRESSURE!  I did get it done and make the races, but what 
an odyssey to get there.  I had to take Thursday and Friday as vacation days to get everything completed, and 
then it turned out to be a miserable weekend as mentioned above. 
       After this experience at LACR I think that my racing career at that track is over.  I can’t see the dirt 
situation improving, and it makes for a very dangerous situation.  They hope to be able to reschedule the 
canceled 100th PDD race at LACR for May 19th. 

Other Races 
      The Antique Drags will be run at Barona on May 20th.  I plan on that being the next race I attend.  Tickets 
must be purchased in advance.  For anyone interested call 858-453-3044 or 858-228-6256.  The event is open 
to 1973 and older vehicles.  Gates open at 6:30 AM and racing starts at 8:00. 
 
That’s all the skinny for now, so “see ya’ at the tree” 
 
JimTaylor1@cox.net 

 



                     From The Picky Picky Picky Garage     Of     Dale Arries 
 
         Hi Gang, well, that time of year is just around the corner.  Time to get the car ready 
for those long days, lots of sunshine, barbeque, cruise nights, car shows, and RERUNS.  
Since it is THAT time of year, I thought I’d run these items pertaining to car appearance 
by you just incase you ever wondered, “why”? 
 
      Have you ever wondered why you can see those spider web scratches on a car if you 
look at it in the sunlight just right?  Well, you’re not really seeing the scratch itself; it’s too 
minute.  You are actually seeing the reflection of moisture trapped in the scratch.  When 
you use a wax or polish it displaces the moisture and fills in the scratch.  Since the  surface 
is smooth again there is no place for the moisture to collect so no more visible scratches.  
Oh, in case you were thinking of going to the desert to avoid the moisture showing off 
your scratches, forget it.  The average humidity of the Sahara Desert is 13%. You’ll still 
see ‘em there too. 
 
       Speaking of wax ---- we’ve all heard the name Carnauba, but do you know what it is 
and where it comes from?  Caranuba comes from the Copernica Cerifera tree, which is 
also known as the wax palm, which grows in Brazil and other areas.  The trees that grow in 
northern Brazil are the ones that produce the wax that are used for automotive and other 
applications.  In its pure form, carnauba is the most durable and protective wax.  It has a 
very strong grain structure and is the hardest wax known to man.  The color and quality are governed by the 
age of leaves and the care used in processing the wax.  The wax is graded by the area of origin; Paranahyba, 
Piaui, Ceara, and Bahai, and also by color.  Carnauba “lumps” are weighed and coded for sale to processors 
and refiners.  In addition to being incredibly durable, carnauba dries to a deep natural shine. 
         
         You know there is a real good reason for getting upset if some one puts finger prints on your car.  It’s not 
as much the idea of looking but not touching, but what the finger prints do.  It may not seem like much, but 
put your hand or just your finger tips on a fresh piece of copper or brass and wait a day or so.  It’ll turn brown 
and you’ll have to polish it to remove them.  It works the same on chrome, paint, or plastic; it just takes 
longer.  The reason it’s a good idea to keep finger and hand prints off your car is not because of the oil on your 
skin, directly, but rather what that oil contains; salt. The oil keeps the salt in place and the moisture in the air 
combines with the salt to make a form of acid.  So, keep wax or polish on everything, keep the finger prints 
wiped off, and it’ll stay beautiful. 
 
           Here’s one I’m sure you’ve asked yourself, “how come”?  Want to know why your tires turn brown and 
you have to put a tire dressing on them to keep them black?  They turn brown because the oils and solvents in 
the rubber work their way to the surface, as the tire rolls and flexes, to evaporate.  So, by putting a dressing on 
the tire you get rid of the oil and solvent on the surface and seal the pores of the tire for a while.  Eventually, 
because of the flexing of the tire, the pores open and the oils and solvents come to the surface again. 
            

Now, for a couple of items from the “who cares” drawer. 
      Hey, if you don’t think you have enough gears with your six speed manual, then maybe an eight speed is 
what you need. Nissan (yuk) has one in a model called the Skyline.  That should keep you busy in your 
commute to work. 
 
      And I’ll bet you thought the yo-yo was as all American as hot dogs and apple pie, huh?  Nope, the yo-yo 
came to us from the Philippines. 
 
            Happy Trails and Merry Motoring -------    �����



Activities for May  2007 
 

SDPOCI Monthly Meeting, Wednesday, 7:pm 
JBA Performance Center 

5135 Convoy Street, San Diego, CA 92111 
Phone 858.495.3395  

Facility Tour: 6:pm,  Meeting 7:pm 
Pizza will be provided by JBA 

Website for JBA Racing:  www.jbaracing.com  

 
May  2007  

Date Area Event 

May 9th 
Wednesday San Diego 

SDPOCI Monthly Meeting 
at: JBA Performance Center 

7:pm 

May 12 
Saturday 

Lake Forest 
19th All Pontiac Car Show 

(At: Fuddruckers of Lake Forest) 
23821 El Toro Road, Lake Forrest, CA 

May 11 - 13 
Fri-Sat-Sun 

San Diego Streak34 
Campland on the Bay 



Sunday June 17th, 2007  
SDPOIC Presents:  3rd Annual  
Spring Pow Wow Show 

 
Back on the Bay at the: Embarcadero North 

Registration: 8:00 am to 10:00 am -- Show 10:00am to 3:00 pm 
Benefiting the "Fisher House" Helping Military Families 

Download the Registration Form from the Home page 
 

-------------------------------------- 
 

 

  
  Dennis (Mac) Macdonald  
 
 
 

 
 



San Diego Chapter POCI 
Meeting Minutes 

04/10/2007 
 
President Alan Sugarman called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and announced that the meeting would come 
to order.  
 
Introductions, New Members and Guest Speaker:  None 
 
Minutes:  A motion was made by Jim Taylor and seconded by Jeff Gallagher to approve the minutes of 
March 2007.  The motion passed unanimously.   
 
Treasurer’s Report  Jerry Beaudry reported that the club has (on vacation)   
 
Car Council Report:   by Dave Keetch  El Cajon starts 4-11 and they are giving away a 65 Dodge Dart.  
Entries will be taken every week until the drawing at the end of the season.  5-11 to 5-13 Camperland Mission 
Bay, car show for wounded from Iraq.  6-2 Auto Museum Show.  11-10 Gillespie Field El Cajon Cars and 
Planes honoring our troops.  
 
Racers Report:   By Jim Taylor 
4-21 Next drag day race, see Jims article for more details. 
 
Old Business 

�  Spring Pow Wow, If you’d like to pass out brochures, make copies at Kinkos and club will reimburse.  
We will meet in a couple weeks to coordinate show committees. 

 
Activities Report    by Jeff Gallagher 

�  8-5  National City Heritage Show in Kimball Park 
�  4-29  Motorcars on Mainstreet Coronado 
�  5-12  Fuddruckers Lake Forrest 

  
New Business 

�  4-22  BBQ at DMacs 
�  We will be planning a Drive in Night for summer 
�  Next Meeting will be held at JBA Wed 5-9.  Bring your car, starts at 6:00. 
�  Legislation:  1976 – 1992 proposed smog every year, tax on gas guzzlers (SUVS), possibility that 

black plates will come back for 69 & older cars, diesels into smog program, N. CA checking emissions 
on freeway entrances.  See Sheldon for more info. 

 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM.  Jim Taylor and Les Chase. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dyanna Madro Gallagher, SDPOCI Secretary 
April 10, 2007 
 

       
 
 



San Diego Pontiac Oakland International 
Chapter Officers 

President  
Alan Sugarman  
858-451-3275 

alan.sugarman@ngc.com 
 

Vice President  
Terry Shrock 
760-598-8905 

69sungoat@cox.net.   

Secretary  
Dyanna Madro 
Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

dmadro@cox.net  
 

Treasurer  
Jerry Beaudry 
619-368-5208 

jerrybeaudry@cox.net  

Webmaster/E-
Newsletter Editor 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Historian  
Cindi Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Car Council  
Dave Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

 
Membership Renewal Information 

 
 San Diego POCI Due's: $25 per year.   
Make check payable to S.D. POCI 
 Send check to: 
       S.D. POCI 
11027 Dutton Drive 
La Mesa, CA 91941 
_________________________________ 
  
For the National POCI  membership renewal, you can now do so online: 
 http://www.poci.org/  go to the "Membership Renewal" tab. 
 Or by mail: send $31 (add $2 for spouse) or $34 dollars to:  
 POCI World HQ 
 PO Box 539 
Victor, NY   14564 
 
Note: Be sure to include your POCI member number when you send your check.  


