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By: Chuck Hay 

Crossing to the Dark Side? 
Is it a real GTO or not?  A friend made reference to owning a new GTO as crossing over to the dark side. 
With that thought I share the following.    
                                   
     We have all read and heard that the new GTO is not really a “true GOAT (?)”.  Oh, really?  I would like to 
share some thoughts on this subject. By 1964 and the arrival of the GTO I submit to you that the Muscle Car 
era was already upon us. The 1961Bubble tops (Chevy, Olds and Pontiac) were hot with the 409 Chevy 
standing the family car crowd on its ear. Beach Boys wrote a song about the 409 because it was what was 
happening in the car arena. In 1962-63 MOPAR answered with some awesome cars that could be purchased 
right off the show room floor. The only description of these factory hot rods was the street slang word “Bad”.  
The 64 GOAT changed all that with the help of a great marketing plan. It did not hurt that the car was very 
“Bad” as well. The term Muscle Car Era was coined to cover many things in that time frame.  Like all good 
things this era ended in the early 70s. The last GTO in 1974 was to say the least a crummy way to put to rest a 
great car. A mere whimper of its former big block self. 
 

 
Chuck’s 1069 GTO 

 
     I had a 1969 hardtop GOAT but early 1970 gas lines, and an overseas deployment caused me to sell it. 
Returning home regretfully I bought a 74. A dog at best in a straight line. I sold it and went foreign for the 
next 25 years. A few years ago I found another 69 GOAT which I now own and drive on a regular basis… 
When the rumor of the New GTO surfaced I looked to see if this would be a Muscle Car or a car with badges 
and using the name like the 74.  The 2004 looked different, was made out of country and brought the ire of the 
Pontiac purists. Performance wise it looked strong. Yes, hood scoops were missing and it looked like many of 
the other foreign cars. Oh my goodness, sin of sins, it even had a Chevy engine in it. Never mind the fact the 
engine was strong.  Fast forward to 2005 and hood scoops and 50 more horse power were added. Could be we 
have a rocket right off the show room floor again……400 hp, 400 # torque and a six speed. Hummmmmm. 
This has potential as the kids today say to be “BA” (Bad Ass). Which it should be noted that “BA” is a much 
higher form of Bad. 



 
     I now own two Goats, my 
pride and joy 69 and a new 2005. 
Jim Wangers said it best when he 
said something to the effect that 
we were missing one heck of a 
car and to look at what it is, not 
what it is not. No, it does not 
have the retro look. Bring on that 
05 Mustang GT and show it the 
backend of a new GTO, Now 
how retro is that!! It is sleek, and 
it lives up to its heritage. It is 
quick, probably the quickest right 
off the show room stock GTO 
ever. It accelerates like a rocket, 
goes scary fast and corners. The 
brakes work right now (remember 

trying to stop a 1968-70 from 80 plus, lots of pucker factor there at times) and its gets well over 20 mpg just 
cruising down the freeway. Try 70 mph at 1750 rpm which is not bad at all today. It will snap your head or 
turn the head of others. Yes and when I open the hood, the valve covers say GTO. That is enough for me, it is 
just plain fun to drive and it acts like a GOAT which is all that matters.  Down side, Ok, the trunk is small. Oh 
and the back seat is very comfortable but hard to get into gracefully.  Oh well, I don’t really give a hoot since I 
don’t sit back there, too old to entertains there and the truth is I JUST DRIVE IT!!!  

 
     To answer your question “If you could only keep one, which one would it be?” The 69 of course for a lot of 
reasons. Mostly because it symbolizes another time and place that should be kept in perspective yet 
remembered. A time passed when smoking off of a green light got us pulled over, warned and then asked 
“what ya got in it?” A time when Friday night cruising was not a bad thing, horsepower was king and political 
correctness was not.  Check out today’s GTO for what it is and you may find yourself taking the long way 
home daily….   

Thanks Chuck, for sharing your story! 
 

____________________________________________________ 
 
 
“If you want the rainbow, you have to 
put up with the rain”.  We have had a 
cold and rainy October this year and I 
suppose we can’t complain.  We live in 
the most beautiful city in the country 
with weather that makes Hawaiians 
jealous.  But were lucky and had a 
beautiful day on the 22nd for Pontiac 
drag days and I was lucky enough to 
get a lot of seat time in the MEAN 
INDIAN.  I lost to the Ponte-Carlo by 
13 thousandths of a seconds, that’s 
.0013 seconds but it was to Robert 
Johnson who is one of the best drivers 



in our group.  He looks to be the winner of the pro bracket for the year, even if he doesn’t show up for the last 
race next month, it was a good loss if there is such a thing.  I went to the “buy back” round and won three 
races and got to the finals and just lost that race, again by only a couple of thousandths of a second.  Tons of 
fun, I think I am getting the hang of it. 
 
Even with the rain it sounded like there were some good shows this past month.  Steve took the MEAN 
INDAN to the Temecula car show and cruise and told me it was a really great show.  Also, I ran into several 
people that said they had a good time at the Vejas show with over 300 cars showing up and there was even 
money to be had if you won!  I need to make that show next year. 
 
Just a reminder, at our next meeting we will be voting for the 2006 board of directors so if you want run for 
office you better get on the campaign trail and make the meeting.   See all of you there, Jerry  

 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
San Diego is car country. There is no doubt 
about it. Just look at the number of cars 
shows you can attend each and every 
weekend, especially during the summer 
months. Ain’t it great? There is only one 
problem. The problem is which show to 
attend. That’s the big question. Not only is it 
an issue each weekend, but when the season 
winds down, the enthusiasm to attend shows 
also wanes. As great a show as the Rodders 
to the Rescue is, we haven’t been able to 
break the 100 car mark for attendees. Truth 
is, there aren’t many shows during the       
season that can break the 100 car mark. In 
San Diego, the premiere show is becoming 

the Auto Museum show held at Balboa Park in June. Hundreds of cars show up for that show. The show also 
boasts the greatest diversity of cars in the county.  
 
I had the opportunity to attend the Temecula Car Show Cruise this year. It is held on the Friday night before 
the Saturday show. At the time I registered the Firebird, it was car number 406, and that was only 1 hour after 
registration opened for those who did not pre-register. Old Town Temecula is closed to all traffic except for 
those who have registered for the show. It was a lot of fun and there were some terrific cars. Unfortunately, 
the show on Saturday conflicted with a USC home game, and for those of you who know me (or more 
specifically my wife), you know that nothing gets in the way of SC football. Even still, the Friday night cruise 
is a lot of fun. You can drive. You can park and walk. You can eat. You can shop. In the spring there will be 
another show and I hope to attend that one for both days. 
 
We all lead busy lives and have to make choices. It is the fact that we have so many choices to make that 
dilutes the size of car shows. I guess that’s where the term “It’s a blessing and a curse” comes from. If only we 
could each be in 6 places at the same time. As long as we have 6 cars to go with us, life would be perfect. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
SDPOCI Gives Back 

Another cruising season has come and went 
and the SDPOCI had a banner year. We 
attended many events this year and even 
won club participation trophy at the Corvette 
show.  But, beyond that, the SDPOCI 
members show that along with some of the 
hottest cars in Southern California, they also 
have great concern for the country and our 
soldiers.    We were at the Midway aircraft 
carrier, showing our cars to raise money to 
help support of our veterans.   The SDPOCI helped with the Rodders to the Rescue show at Palomar College.  
This car show benefited hurricane victims and also our own wounded Iraq war veterans.   Having family, 
friends and even club members in the military we realize how important our support is to them.   

It’s a beautiful thing. Keep it up SDPOCI! 

 
Viejas Rods & Rides Show 

Saturday, Oct. 22, 2005 
This was a very nice show on a weekend where the weather was more than just a little suspect.  We ran thru 
early morning fog to get to Viejas, but this burned off about 10:am and the weather turned real nice (at least at 
Viejas anyway).  It turned out to be a perfect day for a car show.  They had over 250 pre registered cars for the 
event and more than 300 showed up.  The venue for this show provides more to do through out the day than 
most other car shows.   Not only was there the standard car show activities to attend, there was also the casino, 
for those who like to gamble and the outlet stores across the street for those of us that needed to start 
Christmas shopping at some point anyway.  We did spot a lot of cars there that we had not seen before.  We 
also saw two other SDPOCI cars.  Dave Pyle and Steve Beardsley also made the trip up to the reservation.   
This was a very nice show with something to do for everyone.   

 

 
S.D.P.O.C.I Sponsors Trophy for 2006 National Convention 

The SDPOCI has been asked to sponsor a trophy class at the national convention next year at a cost of 
$100.00.  This has been approved by the club officers.  So there will be  1st, 2nd and 3rd  place trophies with the 
SDPOCI name engraved on as sponsors.   All of the GTO classes were already taken  so we picked the Stock 
Trans Am class 1969 – 73.  



 
November 2005 

 
Pontiac Drag Days Race #7 – Jerry’s in the Money! 
Race number seven in the eight race series took place on October 22.  SDPOCI participants were Jerry 
Beaudry and I.  Jerry’s performance in The Mean Indian is getting much more consistent.  It was Jerry’s bad 
fortune to draw Robert Johnson in the first round of eliminations where he lost by a mere 0.013 seconds.  
Robert went on to win the event and clinch the 2005 championship in the Pro Bracket.  As a first round loser 
Jerry was able to get into the Buy Back race, which he did.  He won several rounds to make it to the finals, 
where he was finally beaten.  However, his runner up finish gave him some cash.  During the day The Mean 
Indian ran its best runs ever.  Jerry had an ET slip for a 10.71.  In addition he had a run where be backed off at 
the end to assure he didn’t break out.  That run looked like it would have been a 10.68. 

Congratulations Jerry! 
 

I had a mixed day.  The third time trial of the day was also the run for the King of the Hill from the last race.  
My car and I were both pretty consistent, so I had the good fortune of winning against Alan Mandella.  I had 
an 0.033 RT (my worst of the day) against his 0.048.  I ran an 11.270 on my 11.26 dial-in.  Alan broke out 
with a 12.022 on a 12.12 dial.  However, with my RT advantage and running that close to my dial-in it was not 
possible for him to win.  My good fortunes did not carry into the eliminations for the first round of race #7.  
The car and I were still pretty consistent, but I made a beginner’s mistake.  I did not adjust my mirror to be 
able to see the position of my faster competition.  He was in my blind spot and I was afraid to let off and have 
him pass me.  It turns out that I had a mile on him at the tree with a 0.017 against his 0.184.  However, my car 
picked up a little and it broke out by 0.008 seconds.  I ran an 11.252 on an 11.26 dial-in.  I chose not to 
participate in the buy back race this time.  The good news is that the car’s performance and my RT’s seem to 
be getting very consistent.  I just have to quit making stupid mistakes. 

Race #8 (and the annual awards banquet) will be on November 19, and the gate time is planned on being 7:30 
AM. 

My Next Project 
It has been an exciting last week.  I picked up my crankshaft from Crower on Thursday, my block showed up 
on Monday and my new billet aluminum valve covers showed up on Tuesday.  Now it is a question of 
verifying all of the machine work and getting the short block together.  I will be getting the recessed areas of 
the valve covers painted, which I hope will end up looking nice.  The plan is to paint the letters the blue color 
of the car and to paint the recessed areas of the arrowhead black.  I will include pictures of the finished 
products in future columns.  
Crower Tour 
While picking up my crankshaft at Crower I asked if it would 
be possible to take a tour of the factory.  They said yes and I 
was able to take an extensive tour.  I have worked in 
Engineering and Manufacturing for a long time, and I used to 
audit the practices of other manufacturer’s.  I took this tour as 
both an automotive enthusiast and an interested manufacturer.  



It was quite interesting for me.  A couple of the questions I asked were “What are the crown jewels of the 
company?”  That answer was cranks and rods.  Then I asked what the key revenue items were for the 
company.  That answer was valve springs and lifters.  I was very impressed with the operation and their 
products.  I had the good fortune of taking the tour with the guy that used to run the crankshaft part of the 
operation, so there was no question I could ask that he could not answer.  At the end I asked if they gave tours 
to car clubs.  For right now the answer is no, but I asked him to contact me if and when they start group tours. 

NHRA World Finals 
A large group of SDPOCI race fans will be caravanning up to Pomona on November 5th to see Saturday’s final 
time trials for the World Finals on Sunday.  It should be a lot of fun.  For some reason the Budweiser shootout 
was in Las Vegas this year on October 22.  Tony Schumacher who also won the event on Sunday won it.  It 
was a big weekend for him.  He received $400,000 for clinching the 2005 Championship in Top Fuel, 
$100,000 for winning the Budweiser Shootout, $40,000 for winning Sunday’s next to last race of the season 
and an additional $50,000 for winning on both Saturday and Sunday for a total of $590,000 - not bad for a 
weekend’s worth of fun. 

Personal 
As most of you know I had a motorcycle accident on September 22.  The repair cost for the bike was over 
$9,000, and it won’t be fixed until the Christmas time frame.  For multiple reasons I went ahead and bought a 
new 2005 GTO.  I have only had it a few days, but even in that short time frame I have been impressed with 
the car.  It has the LS-2 Corvette engine in it which is rated at 400 hp.  Since I will use it for a lot of 
commuting I went ahead and got the 4-speed automatic.  However, I did take both the auto and the stick shift 
out for demo runs.  I warned the sales manager ahead of time that I was going to “wring it out”.   I went from a 
dead stop and went through three gears with the stick.  It was very impressive, but the auto still made more 
sense for my intended use.  Now I can bring a Pontiac to the meetings again. 

 
That’s all the skinny for now, so “see ya’ at the tree”    JimTaylor1@cox.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Ontario, CA 

 



Activities for November 2005 
Contact:  Jeff or Alan 

 
November 6, (Sunday) Daltons Car Show San Marcos, CA 

--------------------------------------- 
Meeting Change!  

 
Back to Filipi's 

November 8, (Tuesday) Filipi's  Pizza Grotto in Mira Mesa. 
9969 Mira Mesa Blvd., Mira Mesa/Scripps Ranch, San Diego, CA 92126-2015 

Getting There: From Highway 15 exit at Mira Mesa Blvd. and head east. Filipi's is just before the intersection 
of Scripps Ranch Blvd.  Phone: 858.586.0888             

Meeting begins at 7:00 pm 
--------------------------------------- 

Pontiac Drag Days – Saturday, November 19th  

Palmdale, CA 
--------------------------------------- 

 
For more show/cruise info, check the SDPOCI’s on-line Calendar 

 
  

  

 



SDPOCI Meeting Minutes 

Oct. 11, 2005 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by president Jerry Beaudry. 
 
Jerry Beaudry requested approval of the meeting minutes from September13.  Jim Taylor made the motion 
and Steve Levin seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.  
 
Treasurer Dale Arries reported a balance of $1958.63 in the treasury. 
 
Guest Greg Eagles from Farmers Insurance was the guest speaker.  Farmers has a new division which grants 
automobile insurance for classic cars.  There are various levels of  coverage depending upon the usage of the 
classic vehicle.  He also discussed various levels of insurance for regular vehicles.  Greg can be reached at 
(619) 585-8700. 
 
Racers Report: Jim Taylor gave the Racers Report.  At the last Pontiac Drag Days, Jerry Beaudry scored a first 
round win.  All of the SDPOCI racers (Beaudry, Old Man Taylor and DMAC) are in the Pro Bracket.  Jerry 
and OMT made it to the semi-finals and luckily, no SDPOCI members had to race against each other.  In the 
end, OMT won the event. 
 
Car Council Report:  Dave Keetch talked about the Halloween show in El Cajon on Wednesday October 26.  
The cars and their drivers will be dressed in costume.  He also mentioned the Viejas show on October 22.  
Next year’s San Diego Automobile Museum show at Balboa Park will be on June 3, 2006.  The museum 
requested that no other shows be scheduled on that date to maximize the attendance.  JC Dumas mentioned the 
highway clean-up on Sunday, October 23. 
 
Activities Report:  Alan Sugarman thanked Jim and Lissa Thomson for hosting the swim party at their home 
and also thanked Bob Mulz for inviting us to participate in the Disabled American Veteran’s event at the USS 
Midway.  The remaining two Pontiac Drag Days events will be on October 22 and November 19.  We 
discussed having a group of members attend the last race to cheer on our members.  Steve Levin discussed 
having a meeting in Carlsbad at the K1 Speed shop and driving the junior racers.  They have a private meeting 
room and serve deli type food.  He will do a little more checking.  This is the same type event that Jeff and 
Dyanna Gallagher had discussed earlier in the year. 
 
New Business:  President  Beaudry called for nominations for next year’s officers.  He requested that people 
call or e-mail their nominations to him prior to the November 8 meeting so we can vote on them at the 
meeting.. 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Jim Taylor and seconded by Dale  Arries.  The meeting was adjourned at 
7:55 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Alan Sugarman 
 

 
 
 



 
San Diego Chapter Officers 

 

President  
Jerry Beaudry  
619-444-1577 

jerrybeaudry@cox.net 

Vice President  
Steve Levin 
760-489-1151 

steve11ca@aol.com 

Secretary  
Dyanna Madro 
Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

dmadro@cox.net 

Treasurer  
Dale Arries 
619-420-6546 

mstoadswildride@juno.com 

Webmaster/E-
Newsletter Editor 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Co-Activities Chair  
Alan Sugarman  
858-451-3275 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

alan.sugarman@ngc.com 
jgallag@cadence.com 

Historian  
Cindi Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Car Council  
Dave Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

 

 


