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 SDPOCI Monthly Meeting, October 10, Tuesday, 7:00 pm  
This month the meeting is at: El Toritos   in Mira Mesa.  



 
Grape Day Parade Duty 

������ n the Friday that the SDPOCI had prime parking on Broadway for Crusin Grand, our own Terry 
Shrock was approached by a beautiful young lady,  Jennifer Willey, who just happens to be “Miss So. 
California Teen”.  She had looked around Escondido, on this very busy night of cruising, and had decided to 
ask  the owner of this rockin Verdaro Green GTO convertible if he would drive her in the Grape Day Parade 
the next day in Escondido.  She obviously has great taste in cars and was so polite that Terry graciously agreed 
to transport her in the parade the following day.    

 
 

 



    

����� ell, it’s October. The 
year is nearly over. Does anyone 
know where it went because I 
certainly don’t. Perhaps being 
involved owning a business has 
something to do with that. I 
know there are those of you who 
know exactly of which I speak. I 
never imagined that owning a 
local limousine company would 
involve so much travel. Not only 
that, it seems that every trip was 
scheduled around a Pontiac club 
meeting. In my four years as a 
member, I missed fewer 
meetings combined than I have 
missed this year. Lucky for all of 

us that we have guys like Jeff and Alan who continue to carry me on their shoulders each and every month. I 
would like to publicly acknowledge and thank them for their efforts. 
 On another note, Fall has come upon us and some cooler mornings and evenings are here. It’s rather 
nice to have to put on a jacket or sweater in the evening. Those of us with convertibles are either driving 
around with the heater blasting and the top down, or have acquiesced and put up the top. Just because the 
weather is cooling off doesn’t mean that the calendar is cooling off. Make sure to check out the upcoming club 
events. In October it’s the Drive In movie night. In November it’s the Super Cruise. Both events will be great, 
but it’s USC football season. Those of you who know our family know that anything that most anything that 
conflicts with USC home games loses. 
 We had to miss the home opener due to a Gala fundraiser for a charity which Heidi serves on the 
board. At least I had my portable TV and radio with earplug that night to watch SC spank Nebraska. Perhaps it 
was a bit rude, but at least I was at the event. Make sure to put the annual holiday party on your calendars. 
This year, the Keetch’s have graciously opened up their home once again for this soirée. Please do everything 
possible to make it. I know I will. To me, it’s these gatherings that form the foundation for our club. 
Interesting in that for the most part, this event has nothing to do with cars and everything to do with members 
(let’s not forget the food). 
 In conclusion, we have a few months left of 2006 to make the most of it. It has been a good year so far, 
especially now that Heeter is back in the states. We are all very happy to have him back safe and sound, and 
cannot thank him and the rest of our Armed Forces for all of the sacrifices they make to keep us safe at home. 
God Bless America! 
 

 
 



It’s NOT Always About 
“The Cars!” 

��� e love our cars, no doubt about 
it.  They make us feel good and there 
is  nothing wrong with that, for sure.   
However, when we are afforded the 
opportunity to use our Pontiacs to 
make something better, help 
someone in need or simply put a 
smile on someone’s face that was 
not there a second ago, now that is 
special indeed. 

      For those that don’t know, our club charity is the Fisher House Foundation.  The Zachary and Elizabeth 
Fisher House provides a "home away from home" for active and retired military families of patients who have 
been admitted for medical care at the Naval Medical Center San Diego. The house is available to families who 
are coping with the medical crisis of a loved one and have no local accommodations.   
     Due to our annual car show we were able to donate the entire proceeds to the Fisher House Foundation here 
in San Diego.   Heath Thomas and I met with the  manager of  Fisher House, Belle  Esposito and presented her 
with a check from the San Diego Pontiac-Oakland Club Int. She then gave us a tour of the facilities where she 
explained that they normally are at full capacity year round and that they expanding by building another 
addition to the San Diego Fisher House. This will add 11 more bedrooms to the 8 that already exist.   This is 
an extremely worthy charity that does great things for our military families.  
    So, I guess my point is that giving the check to Belle made Heath and I feel good and after seeing the 
facility  and understanding how the money would be  spent,  I felt that that we also did good.   When I say 
“we did good”, I mean all of the members of the San Diego Pontiac Club who made this donation possible, so 
take  a moment and feel it as we did,  because,  you did good, … real good.   

 
Vice President Jeff Gallagher & Lt. Cmdr. Heath Thomas presenting the check to Belle Esposito 

 
 



SDPOCI On Broadway! 
����� roadway in Escondido that is.  We had our annual Pontiac’s on Broadway night in Escondido this 
month.  We had a real nice turnout or Ponchos for this event.  The  big Pontiac’s were  out , a few GTO’s  as 
always and some real nice Firebirds.  Jerry brought out his Mean Indian race car, always a crowd favorite.   

 

 
 
 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October Activities Report 
�������   may be late in the season, but there are no shortages of activities here in Pontiac paradise.   

Here is the short list.  For the long list, go to http://www.sdpoci.com/calendar.htm. 
 

·  Dalton’s Classic Car Show on Sunday, October 1 
 
·  Mustangs By The Bay at The Embarcadero, North on October 1 

 (Open to all makes and models) 
·  Temecula Fall Car Show On October 6 & 7 
 
·  Coronado Speed Fest on October 7 thru 9 

 
·  SDPOCI Drive In Movie Night on Saturday Night, October 14 

 
·  Viejas Car Show on October 21 

 
·  Pontiac Drag Days resumes in Palmdale on October 21 

 
·  NOVEMBER 11, THE SDPOCI BIG CRUISE 

 This cruise will be similar to the one we did last year.  This year we will be heading north on 
highway 5 to the Ortega Highway stopping at a restaurant called Hells Kitchen for lunch.  Then 
on to highway 15 and a stop in Old Town Temecula.  After that, a final stop at Belle Marie 
Winery for a little tasting and them back home.  More to come as the date approaches. 

 
That’s about it for activities.   As you can see, there is still plenty to do before we pack the Ponchos away for 
the big chill.   

.  
 

Dick Hage 
Cheri McDonald 

Jim Taylor 
 



 
Pontiac Drag Days 

There have been no races since May 21.  The remainder of the race schedule is as follows: 

October 7 
October 8 
October 21 
November 4 

 
Crusin’ Grand  

I had hoped to have my racecar far enough along to get it to the club cruise on Grand on September 8th, but I 
didn’t make it.  There was still a nice turn out, but my motorcycle didn’t fit in with the field.  Hopefully next 
year I will have a choice of two cars to bring down. 

My Next Project – Success??? 
What a month!  The message is that anytime you change your combination, expect to run into to difficulties!  
Well, I certainly did that.  To continue from last month, I first had to deal with torque converter problems.  
The first problem was that I did not have it seated into the front pump of the trans, and the second problem 
was that the converter was made for a car that had a ¼” motor plate between the block and the transmission.  
That meant that the mounting pads and the nose were ¼” too long for my application.  The converter was 
made by Continental Converters in Inglewood, so I gave them a call.  They offered to help me on a Saturday 
when they are closed for business.  I spent more time bench racing with Chris than it took them to fix it.  The 
concern was the nose of the converter.  The mounting pads and the nose both needed to have ¼” cut off.  The 
nose holds trans fluid under pressure, so there was a concern that it would end up too thin.  Everything turned 
out OK, and they confirmed the specs of the converter match my application.  I can’t speak highly enough of 
the expertise, support and friendliness of this business.  I will add their business sticker to the car if I can find 
a spot on my windows for it.  Next came the installation of the trans.  I had trial fit it before and found that it 
was quite difficult to get it lined up and start the upper bolts due to the thickness of the Ultrabell housing.  As 
an aside, on Wednesday nights I bowl with Robert Johnson.  Robert is the driver of Jim Wangers’ Ponte-
Carlo.  He offered to come over to help, but I am always reluctant to impose on anyone.  He asked “What if I 
come over at 6:00 AM?”  I said I would shoot him.  By the time I did my other chores it would be more like 
10.  Nothing more was said, but at 10:10 on Saturday he drove up in his truck and helped me all day long.  It 
was really necessary with the trans, but we made additional progress as well.  THANKS FOR THE HELP 
ROBERT!  The new problem I found was that the elephant ears would no longer line up with the chassis and 
the engine at the same time.  Remember the comment above about changing things?  I changed to a 
Powerglide, a 3” Chrome-Moly drive shaft and 1350 (BIG) yokes and u-joints.   The result was that the trans 
appeared to sit too high in the tunnel.  I fiddled with different transmission mounts and a modified cross 
member before I was satisfied with the installation.   I also “massaged” the floor with a very large hammer to 
get some clearance for the larger front yoke.  Now I had to change the shifter and linkage from the one I had 
for the Turbo 400 (3 speed) to one for the Powerglide (2-speed).  Locating the dowel in the hole of the linkage 
that B&M said to use did not work at all.  I thought I had it set up good enough, so I left it alone.  During my 
efforts to improve the height of the transmission, an old street race buddy called me about some parts I had.  



He happened to have a cross member that he knew came from an original Powerglide car, so I had him bring it 
over.  While he was over I decided to go ahead and fire up the engine.  It started easily and it sounded great!  
Then I decided to go through the gears.  All four tires were off of the ground, so it was a safe thing to try.  
First and second seemed great, but when I went back to neutral it sounded like it was trying to engage two 
gears at the same time.  It was a pretty nasty sound.  So this past weekend I spent a lot of time working on the 
linkage adjustment.  It ended up in a different hole that the one called out in the instructions, but I talked to the 
guy that built the trans and he said that was normal.  After I got that set up better I fired it up and ran it 
through the gears again.  It seems a little stiff shifting, but everything worked OK.   That takes me up to the 
last weekend in September, and the last weekend before our next race.  I will not have an opportunity to make 
it to a trial run anywhere, so it will be trial by fire (I hope not literally).  I also didn’t have a chance to try to fix 
the hood yet, so I purchased a trick K&N race filter assembly that I have already installed.  It is legal to run 
without a hood, but if you do you must run an air cleaner.  I still have a few minor things to work on this last 
weekend, but it does look like I will make it to the “racing madness” weekend.  It is a weekend of two make-
up races, one on Saturday and one on Sunday.  Hopefully the car doesn’t require any significant work for such 
a long weekend on a new combination. 

On another note, I have good neighbors.  I saw one of the ladies across the street after I  had the new engine 
running for awhile.  It had been so long since I heard the old engine I did not know how different this one 
might sound.  I asked her if it was louder, and she said “Oh Yeah!”  The next day I asked the other lady across 
the street.  She said she wasn’t sure if it was louder, but it definitely made her walls vibrate more.  She said it  
would be OK if I wanted to start it up at 6:00 AM during the week to help get her out of bed.  I’m not sure the 
other neighbors would appreciate it as much. 
 
B/T/W, This may be my last big battle as it is just too much work for an old guy to do this in his “spare” time! 

 

 
 



Activities for October 2006 
SDPOCI Monthly Meeting, October 10, Tuesday, 7:00 pm  

CHANGED This month the meeting is at: El Toritos in Mira Mesa. 
(next door to Callahan’s) 

Date Area Event Contact Comments 

October 1 
Sunday 

San Marcos Daltons Classic Car Show Marty 760-746-8340 
Link to Daltons 

October 1 
Sunday 

San Diego Mustangs by the Bay  
Embarcadero North  

Web Info  10:am - 3:pm  

Oct 6-7 Temecula Temecula Fall Car Show  Web Info  See Web Info for Details  

Oct 7-9 Coronado Coronado Speed Fest  Web Info     

October 10 
Tuesday 

Mira Mesa SDPOCI Meeting  
El Toritos, Mira Mesa  

Alan  SDPOCI Member Info 

Oct 14 
Saturday  

Santee SDPOCI Drive in Movie Night 
Santee Drive In 

SDPOCI 
Member 

Info  

Pot Luck! 
Bring a dish to share  

Oct 14 
Saturday  Jamul 

Bone Marrow Foundation Charity 
Car Show 

Simpson's Nursery 
Web Info  9:am - 3:pm  

Oct 21 
Saturday  

Alpine Viejas Rides and Rods Show Web Info  10:am - 3:pm  

Oct. 21  Palmdale Pontiac Drag Days    Race #7  

Oct. 28 
Saturday Clairemont 

Saturday Night Cruise 
4821 Clairemont Drive 
(every 4th Saturday)  

Clairemont 
Town 
Square 

Shopping 
Center 

5:pm - 8:pm  

 



San Diego Chapter POCI 
Meeting Minutes 

09/12/2006 
 

Vice President Jeff Gallagher called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and announced that the meeting would 
come to order.  
 
Introductions, New Members and Guest Speaker: 
Pete Radosevich from the San Diego Corvette club stopped by to thank the club for participating in their show 
at the embarcadero last month.  From the proceeds of that show they donated $12,000.00 to their favorite 
charity.   
 
Minutes 
A motion was made by Jim Taylor and seconded by Jerry Beaudry to approve the minutes of August 2006.  
The motion passed unanimously.   
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Dale Arries reported that the club has $2478.10.   
 
Car Council Report:   by Dave Keetch 
No Car council report as Dave & Cindy in Carmel at Cherries Jubilee. 
 
Racers Report:   By Jim Taylor 
October 7th and 8th at Palmdale are makeup races.  The next race is Oct 21st, then, Nov 4th will be the last race 
of the season.    See Jims detailed racers notes in the newsletter.  Jim brought his new helmet that Roy Potter 
painted .  “Potter the Painter”  760-743-3143. 

 
Old Business 

�  The Santee Drive In Movie date will be changing from July 15th to Oct 14th.  More info to come.   
 

Activities Report    by Alan Sugarman 
�  09-13-06 El Cajon Best of the Best 
�  09-16-06 Oceanside Harbor Cruise  (9-16 and 9-17) 
�  9-17-06 Camaro Show Embarcadero  9:00 to 3:00 
�  10-01-01 Mustangs at the Bay Embarcadero 
�  10-7&8-06 Coronado Speed Fest Coronado  See Jim Thomson 

  
New Business 

�  The cruise to Ortega Highway / Lake Elsinore / Belle Fleur Winery has been scheduled for Sat. Nov 
11th.  This is sure to be a great event.  Raffles for free lunches and free wine. 

�  There was a decision to rotate the monthly meeting site from Callahans to El Torrito in Mira Mesa. 
�  Welcome back Heeter!  And thank-you for the Afghanistan slide show tonight as we had the meeting. 

�  Bill reported on what a great show the 101 Del Mar to Oceanside cruise was.  $1000.00  in 
prizes and lots of trophies. 

�  Jeff and Heeter will be going to The Fisher House to award the charity donation next week. 
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 PM.  Jim Taylor and Jerry Beaudry. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Dyanna Madro Gallagher, SDPOCI Secretary, September 12, 2006 



San Diego Pontiac Oakland International 
Chapter Officers 

President  
Steve Levin 
760-489-1151 

steve11ca@aol.com 

Vice President  
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Secretary  
Dyanna Madro 
Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

dmadro@cox.net  
 

Treasurer  
Dale Arries 
619-420-6546 

mstoadswildride@juno.com 

Webmaster/E-
Newsletter Editor 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Activities Director 
Alan Sugarman  
858-451-3275 

alan.sugarman@ngc.com 
 

Historian  
Cindi Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Car Council  
Dave Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Membership Renewal Information 
 

 San Diego POCI Due's: $35 per year.  Make check payable to S.D. POCI 
 Send check to: 
       S.D. POCI 
      579 Fig Ave.  
Chula Vista, CA 91910-5420 
_________________________________ 
  
For the National POCI  membership renewal, you can now do so online: 
 http://www.poci.org/  go to the "Membership Renewal" tab. 
  
Or by mail: send $31 (add $2 for spouse) or $34 dollars to:  
 P.O. Box 9569 
Bradenton, FL 34206 
Note: Be sure to include your POCI member number when you send your check. 
  


