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My 1965 GTO Convertible

By: Tony Arcaro

It was about four years ago and as | was
lounging on the aft deck of my yacht in San
Diego Harbor Island Marina some fond
memories of my high school days washed over
me. Earlier that day | had been inspired by
seeing a 1966 Plymouth Belvedere nicely
restored, in the marina parking lot. Memories of
1965-1966, my last two years at Princeton High
School in New Jersey, were we did a lot of great
racing. There was this one wise guy who had a
66 Belvedere and was always pestering me to
race him. So, one Friday evening | decided to
take him on. | had an Olds with a modified 394
in it and beat him fairly, three times. After that
he maintained a more respectful attitude towards
me. My next thoughts were that of my good

friend Tony Pirone, and his brand new 1965 GTO hardtop. He ordered it with the 3 deuces, 4-speed and
traction rear. It was Burgundy with a black interior, bucket seats and a slew obptioas. We all loved this
car! Every afternoon he would leave school one period early to go to his job. Most ofrugeatheads

were in a study hall and we’d hear him burn rubber in all four gears as hentest.seVe all looked at each
other, smiled and said “Man, that car is fast!” Although | bought a new Firebird in héiGiafamily cars

were Pontiacs through the 60’s, | never owned a GTO.

So from that day | began a search for a GTO. After a few months and severaktasku@ttempts, |
finally made a deal for one in Houston, Texas. This 1965 Teal Turquoise convertible GEiga car, but

being an older restoration and having quite a few more road
miles, it was in need of some attention. It is heavily optioned
with automatic transmission, factory A/C, AM/FM radio,
bucket seats, center console, dual rear view mirrors, spare tire
cover and chrome exhaust splitters. The irony is that this car
is an original black plate California car and | found it in
Houston. | told the seller that I'm taking it back home.

Where it belongs!

Besides, Southern California has a better climate to
me able to drop the top for fun in the sun! For the next two
years, while still enjoying the cruises, drive inn’s and car
shows. | began to replace cosmetic items that were showing
wear. Finally, in Sept. 2004 | decided to pull the engine and
repair the leaking main seals, oil pan gasket, and oil sending

unit. We dropped the entire suspension system, and replaced all bushings, cleanedraed tiepantire
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underside. The fuel tank was
removed, repainted and a new fuel
sender was installed. The entire
engine compartment was refreshed
and repainted to original factory
specs. The front brakes had already
been converted to power discs so that
safety feature did not require and
attention. The pitted front grill was
reworked, cleaned and repainted as
were the light bezels and emblems.

Although the original 389
engine had long since been gone, the
new 455 the had been rebuilt by
Westside Performance back in the
late 1990’s was refreshed and Tri
Power added, as well as Ram Air HO
exhaust manifolds. The engine was

re-installed and a new 2.5” exhaust with custom splitters added. The car was bemkgiat Carburetors
Unlimited in Vista and the final dialing in of the tri-power and new “IgniteddnBonics” ignition was
attained. Some power wiring problems occurred afterwards and Auto Power Witegarfiside tended to

that. While there we installed new gauges in the dash and
refreshed the other dash components. New harnesses were
installed and a lot of the wiring was reworked. | am finally to a
point where the car is respectable again and | am happy to be
able to “show and go”. It is still not a trailer queen, but | don’t
think that | would be able to enjoy a car that | felt | could not
drive and had to worry so much about. The love for these cars
costs us lots of time and money, but without being able to drive
them, it would not be worth it.

| love my Pontiac GTO!

Thanks Tony, for sharing your story!




It seems like | start these messages
with something that has just
happened in my life that was new and
exciting and this month is no
different. I just returned from my
daughter’'s home in Phoenix to meet
my first grandchild. And yes, | do
have an adult “kid”. She is thirty four
and what a thrill it was to see my first
grandson, Anthony, just three weeks
old. Everyone is doing well and |
brought him a scaled GTO just to get
him started.

Speaking of thrills, | took the Mean Indian to Pontiac drag days on tharirfinally got it down the quarter
mile without any problems. (See the racers report for the details). Theifglday Steve and | went to the
Antique drags at Barona where Steve took his turn behind the wheel. He made seveneunalstonly and
started to have fun with the new setup on the car. We are doing 10.7s in the quarter aoh 8tevéhe six
second bracket in the eighth mile. If you are not a racer, it takes some time @ chlivihat fast, but he was
starting to get in the groove towards the end of the day.

The RODDERS TO THE RESCUE show is this coning Saturday’tieé @ctober. It is looking like it is
going to be a big event with a raffle, some auctions and demonstrations going on Hllydayare planning
to attend | am asking anyone that can to bring a raffle prize to beef up thedailxecan sell a lot of tickets.
We have some very worthy causes and we need all the help we can get. If ytuwedumteer some of your
time during the show, please e-mail me and let me know.




Every guy (and some women) fantasizes about
being behind the wheel of a race car. | am one of the
fortunate few who actually gets to do that. On September
18, the annual Antique Drags were held at Barona. The
antique part refers to the cars, not the drivers. It was my
first time at the track behind the wheel of the much
improved (read faster) Mean Indian. Not only is there more
horsepower, there are more buttons. It was intense enough
putting the car through its paces before, now | have more
stuff to do. Before it was go through the water box and step
on the brake, then the gas and shift real fast. Now there is

the line lock. After stepping on the brakes, | have to remember to push the button. Them Iremantber to
release the button. It may sound simplistic, but it is another step in the processof@ptsing the “smoky
burnout” as my 8 year old son likes to say, it is time to stage the car.

Again, where my foot on the brake held the car in place before, now there is yet dottbn. The
function of the trans-brake is to lock the transmission allowing you to step on thégashe staging lights
change. It is the release of this button that instantaneous puts that smile fatgotihe car lurches forward
and you are off. Oh yah, don’t forget to shift, and make sure you move the shifteright direction. All of
these things sound simple by description, but so does a golf swing. Do this, do that, do thisptatitat
don't forget, relax. By the'or 6" time, | was getting the hang of it. In my last race, | actually coedpe
against a similarly powered car and came from behind to win at the finish linevdsaan.

Other than a blown fuse, the car ran flawlessly. It is a testament t@thehat Jerry and his assistant
Denny have put into it. Not only is the car quick, but the attention to detail is meticul@estihg involved
with this project, | had intended to be much more involved in construction and repair. Purehassigess
has taken its toll on my ability to spend time with the car, and | am disappointeal blyltope that at some
point some of you from the club will be able to come out to one of the events and have some fun. In the
meantime, | will try to continue to convey my childish enthusiasm for this praceskope that | may provide
a vicarious thrill for one or two of you.




SCGG’s Gathering of the Goats
2005 Show

As | sit down to write this article | do so

with a heavy heart. 1 don'’t like to be a

“downer”, so to speak, but, on the other

hand, this being America we need to speak

up if we think something is not right. |

believe there to be a trend in the Gathering

of the Goats show that just does not make

any sense to me. The judging/scoring in this

show has degraded over the last few years so as that it would seem that attgoichipvel is virtually

impossible. If this was only just my car and | had done nothing to it yearitol yeauld just shut up and

move on. However, this in not the case and this has not just happened to me but it seems be ati of the Sa
Diego GTO'’s (could be others outside SD, but | don’t
know them so they need to speak for themselves) that
make the trip to San Pedro every year. | will use my car
as an example, but this holds true for ALL of us that
went up this year. The first year | attended the show |
got a high Silver medal. | thought that was fair at the
time as my car still needed a few minor touch up’s that
would push me over the top. The next year | improved
my car per what the judge’s comments the year before,
went to the show and barely got silver. Ok..thats a little
strange, but, being a competitor | took the comments to
heart and for this year | re-did my entire trunk (the
SCGGs comment was | had rust in my trunk, there
is/wasno rust in my trunk) and painted the gas tank and

rear end (even though they did not REALLY need it). This year, with all the impemis to my car, |

dropped to bronze. Unbelievable! At least it is to me.

Sour grapes on my part? Or a trend that needs remedied? | think the latter.

I will not list each and every car that went up but | will list one more bletample. The Judge that went
up with us in previous years had attained silver, then bronze and this year....... nothing. r adsalao
been improved, it just had the nose repainted and new decals installed but it does notetsargst, sad,
very sad. | find it very hard to believe all the Pontiacs in San Diego have turneg jostrsitting it their
garages.

Well...l did not want to go off on a rant...but looks like | did anyway. | could be wrong abqutabidd
be way off base, but the facts really say otherwise. Something definallyfireérg ....and it's not the cars!
| would like to think that there is a reason of some sort for this trend. Perhaps theppudigelsa little “too”
much that day. Maybe the criteria tightens a little more every year andynwhsdold. Perhaps they did not
order enough silver and gold plagues? Whatever.

Suggestion: This is the age of computers, use them! Enter the data for the cars tithaatie¢he
following year use the data from the previous year. DO NOT make up stutbygear, draw a line in the
sand, be accurate be consistent and ultimatédy...




SDPOCI at the Midway Veterans Benefit

Special thanks to all the members who brought out their Pontiacs for thigery worthwhile cause.
Jerry Beaudry, Jeff Gallagher, Pete Meyers, Alan Sugarman, JohnrRésisfeErdman,
Dick Hage, Les Chase, Dave Keetch, Heath Thomas and Terry Shrock




SDPOCI Tapped for Parade Duty

Poway Days Parade — Driving Dignitaries
Alan Sugarman drove Marrilee Boyack (City Counciigrry Schrock drove Dan Higginson
(City Council) and Jeff Gallagher drove Congresrdamcan Hunter.
(All were delivered safely back to the staging area

SDPOCI CLEANS UP AT CAMERO SHOW

John Erdman, Tony Arcaro and Alan Sugarman
attended the Camero Show at the Embarcadero North on
Sunday, September 25. It looks like all of those Chevy
folks like Pontiacs too. The photo shows all three
SDPOCI members that were in attendance took home a
trophy.

Good showing guys!
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Pontiac Drag Days Race #6

Race number six in the eight race series took place on September 17. SDPO@Ghp&rticere D-Mac, Jerry
Beaudry and I. This was Jerry’s second time participating in the Prodérackl the car and driver both did
quite well. He won his first round of racing (without his competitor red lighting), amdnidost a close
second round race. His ET’s varied from 10.756 to 10.853, and most of that variance was due toitige cha
weather in Palmdale. Below are his best performance numbers in each cetetryday. Remember,
Palmdale is an altitude factored track, so | have included the corrected numabarsmagazine would use.

Reaction Time 0.073

60’ 1.546

1/8" mile ET 6.940 Corrected to 6.718
1/8" mile speed 102.3 Corrected to 105.75
Yamile ET 10.756 Corrected to 10.41
% mile speed 124.36 Corrected to 128.55

Back to PDD, although there were three of us from San Diego, Mac broke duringdlsard he was

unable to make the call for the first round. Through the luck of the draw, | got Macfastmyund

opponent, which gave me a bye run. As stated before, Jerry won his first round raceesuied in both of

us being in the second round. Our friend Bill Takanabe also made it to the second round.efdédrew
races in the second round (6 cars), and we were lucky that none of us had to race eadbrogHest his

race to Dimitrius in his Pontiac powered Camaro and Bill won his race againstWwaym&in his new and
beautiful 1963 Tempest. There were now 3 racers left for the semi’s, which meafiusneould get a bye
run. The way the ladder was set up | received the bye. Bill went on to be&tiimvhich set up a final
match between the two of us. At least we met in the finals instead of earlieillatial®d a 9.44 against my
11.23. That meant he had to give me a 1.79 second head start. Although that is a long time, he Inad to d
same thing in his semi-final win. | launched fairly well with a 0.025 RT. Pa&thmark | saw my win

light go on. Bill must have gotten tired of waiting as he had a -0.197 red light. He endedkupgboatby
0.021 seconds, and | broke out by 0.026 seconds. Although | broke out by more, | got the win dwge to Bill’
red light. Neither of us had a clue why our cars sped up that much. By this timeaiftevd$:00 PM so

there was no time to run the King of the Hill race. Alan Mandella and | will nfeltedn during our time

trials at the next race. It was a VERY long day. Gates opened at 12:00 PWMhetndls started at 2:15 and
our eliminations started at 7:15. | left the track at 11:15 PM to run into a closed Fasthill due to a very
nasty wreck. | got home about 2:30 AM — WAY to late for an old man!

Some notes on my car — | had made changes to the car to get ready for theinemband turns out it will

be some time before the engine gets in. The gears were changed fronto445860ss and | had new double-
adjustable shocks in the rear. The problem was that | also had old tires that oderiezbtaced. | didn’t

want to purchase them until | was ready for the new engine as they hayiagfaator to them. The change

in gear ratios was a life saver, and it made the car launch very consisteertial RT’s varied from 0.027-
0.045. However, | changed the delay in the box from run to run which resulted in an actual bieGi0Rb.

The 60’ numbers varied from 1.522-1.572. The 60’ numbers were higher than | would like, but | wes plea
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with the consistency. Next month | will try to have new tires. Race #6 is ab@@2, and the gate time
goes back to 7:30 AM.

Barona Antique Drags

On Sunday September 18, Steve Levin got his turn in the seat of the Mean Indianveiti disd more
powerful engine. We may have another new convert to racing after hisegxggethat day. He got in a total
of seven runs, including one with a red light and one with electrical problems. He endé¢l bpsis as
follows: R/T 0.046; and 6.94 at 102.3 for the eighth mile. Watch out Jerry, Steve might wawe &t thie
next PDD race! Congratulations to Steve on a very successful outing.

Cruisin’ Grand

August 26 was what | call “Nitro Digger

Night”. They had nine nostalgia AA-Fuel

Dragsters on South Broadway in

Escondido. They ran their engines twice.

The first time each car fired up

individually, and the second time they did

it in pairs in a simulated starting line

appearance. They finally finished up at

about 10:00 PM. Steve Waldron did an

outstanding job in showcasing these

vintage dragsters. Bill Pitts did the MC

work. He is the owner of The Magic Car,

and the person who started “The

Cacklefest” at the Hot Rod Reunion in

Bakersfield. It was a great night. Steve

said his goal is to have 20 cars next year.

How about cruisin’ Grand in a fueler? The nine cars in attendance were Weekly Rixeand Holding (The
Frantic Four), Shubert and Herbert, Vagabond, the S&H (Stellings and Hamp&ur&tamp Special, Mike
Kuhl, John Ewald, Don Ewald, Poison Ivy, and The Magic Car

My Next Project
As stated above, | had hoped to be installing my new engine 484 c.i. this month. In the gréreshiening

it up we found that the cylinder walls were flexing. It had been bored too far. ISuacged to reuse the
4.250 Venolia pistons, | bit the bullet and ordered a new KRE MR-1 aftermarket Pdotiac Bhis will
delay me several months and many dollars, but the result should be bullet proof. This solvelleny pr
about not knowing the details of what was inside the engine!

That’s all the skinny for now, so “see ya’ at the tree” (if | don’t go topsteand if | even get to the races).
JimTaylorl@cox.net




Ontario, CA




Activities for October 2005

Contact: Jeff or Alan
10/1/05 Saturday

Rodders to the Rescue&sponsored by Palomar College, at Paloma College,
San Marcos, CA

MeetingChange!

Back to Filipi's
October 11, Filipi's Pizza Grotto in Mira Mesa.
9969 Mira Mesa Blvd., Mira Mesa/Scripps Ranch, Baygo, CA 92126-2015

Getting There: From Highway 15 exit at Mira Mesa Blvd. and headteFilipi's is just before
the intersection of Scripps Ranch Blvd

Phone:858.586.0888 Meeting begins at 7:00 pm.

For more show/cruise info, check the Clubs on-line Calendar




SDPOCI Meeting Minutes

8/9/05
President Jerry Beaudry called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
Introductions and Guest Speaker:
New Member s

Mapower.

Minutes
Minutes from last month were approved, motions made by Cindi K and Alan S.

Treasurer’'s Report
The Treasury report was read by Dale Arries and he announced that we have $1698.18asuhe tr

Car Council Report: by Cindy Keetch
Coronado Speed Fest: Oct 8 & 9, Car Corral is free.
Oct 2%, Swap Meet Grossmont College

Racers Report: By Jim Tayor
Racing in Pamona 9/17, open 12 noon.
Atique Drags Sun 9/18 Barona

Activities Report
- Action video, see Alan
Camaro Fall Classic Sept™®5
San Bernadino Route 66
Oct 1 Rodders to the Rescue
POCI nationals 2006, make reservations now. 6-27 - 7-2

New Business
PA sysmten needs fixed.
Highway Clean up Oct 23, Contact JC Dumas

Old Business
None

Adjournment:

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm.
Respectfully submitted by,

Dyanna Madro

SDPOCI Secretary
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