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 SDPOCI Monthly Meeting, August 12, Tuesday, 7:00 pm  
This month the meeting is at: Callahan’s   in Mira Mesa.  



 
SDPOCI Pool Party 2006 

     Members of the SDPOCI tribe gathered by the big water (Steve’s Pool) next to the sacred 
giant slippery rocks 
(Steve’s big water 
slide) to celebrate the 
summer.   The 
turnout was light but 
that did not deter the 
group that did attend 
from having a great 
time. Steve and Heidi 
Levin graciously 
opened their home 
for this event and as 
usual put on a terrific 
party.   
 
     The theme was 
Mexican and there 
was plenty of great 
tortilla fillings 
including chicken, 
beef and shrimp, 
along with all the 
normal side dishes 
such as beans and 
rice.     
 
     It was a beautiful 
day and we had a 
great time playing in 
the pool and seeing 
good friends.  It 
simply does not get 
any better! 
 



     � irst of all, I would like to 
apologize to Denny Doyle for 
missing him in our listing of 
POCI National winners. It was 
purely an oversight on the part of 
the board. Denny’s car is a 
consistent show winner at any 
level and we are thrilled to have 
Denny as well as the Safari 
amongst our membership in the 
club. From what I understand, 
Denny will be getting a run for 
his money from the Safari that 
Jerry Beaudry has under 
construction. I look forward to 
seeing these cars side by side at 
an upcoming show. 

 Thanks to those of you who attended this years annual pool party. Although the turnout was lukewarm, 
the temperature that day was certainly conducive to swimming. We had great fun, great food, and best of all, 
great company. I only wish there were more in attendance to share. We are still eating leftovers. In any case, 
those who attended had a great time. We look forward to the next one. By the way, don’t forget SDPOCI night 
in Escondido at Cruisin’ Grand Friday night, September 8. In years past, we have always had a big turnout and 
we hope this year is no exception. 
 

 � n another note, as a car guy, I am always looking for the opportunity to do something new and fun. 
On August 27, I hit the mother lode. I participated in a car rally hosted by Prestige Exotic Auto Rental of La 
Jolla. We drove six of the hottest cars on the road for about 3 hours (30 minutes each car). Among the cars we 
drove were the Lotus Elise, Porsche Carrera S, Lamborghini Gallardo, Aston Martin Vantage, Ferrari 360 
Spider and the Ford GT. All of the cars had completely different personalities and we have a long of fun 
putting through their paces. 
 

 
 
 I started in the Lotus and was able to get about 1 ½ butt cheeks in the seat. It was a lot of fun, almost 
like driving a big go-cart. At under 2000 pounds, that’s about what it is. We got on the freeway and all I saw 
were the tail lights of the other cars disappearing into the distance. Eventually the speedo reached 120 and I 
could start to see the others.  



Next was the Ford GT, my favorite of the group. This car does everything well. It is comfortable, quiet, 
powerful and handles like it’s on rails. The whistle of the motor in your each in quite sensual as well. 

 
Next up was the Porsche. I an not a big Porsche fan, but I certainly can respect those who are after driving this 
car. It is fun to wind out and the road to Julian was the place to do it. 

 
 

The Aston was next, and to me, this is the prettiest car in the bunch. The road from Julian to Cuyamaca is not 
where this vehicle shines, but it still did very well. At about 4,000 RPM, you start to hear the beautiful noise 
coming from under the hood. The appointments are elegant. This is a car to take on a Vegas run. The last to 
cars to drive were the Ferrari and the Lambo. Both had the F1 paddle shifters. The sound of the Ferrari in 
unrivaled, especially in the topless model. Each flick of the paddle blips the RPM’s. I found myself up shifting 
and downshifting just to hear the sound. It’s a screamer. The Lambo was the most surprising to me. I expected 
it to feel like the Ferrari, but was more like the Aston. It is a heavy car with AWD. To me, it seemed more like 
a GT than a pure sports car, not that there’s anything wrong with that. 
 

 
 
 All in all, it was a great day, made even better by being able to share it with my son Matthew. He 
started back to school (3rd grade) the next day. What a great way to send him off. If anyone is interested in 
participating in the next rally, please contact me and I will give you the details. Looking forward to seeing 
everyone very soon. 
 
 
 

 
 



      
Full Swing 

    Summer is here and definitely at 
full throttle, soon it will be over.  
Even through record  setting hot 
weather the shows go on and on.  
Our weather has reverted back to 
normal and none to soon for me, as 
my GTO is triple black and I for one 
was HOT.   But, that is hopefully 
over for the remainder of our 
summer.  
 

Corvette Clubs - Main Street America Show 
    The Corvette club 
pulled off another great 
show at the North  
Embarcadero  on the 7th of 
August.  We normally win 
or come in close for club 
participation at this event, 
but this year its safe to 
assume the PT Cruisers 
won as there were a ton of 
the little buggers there.   
Got to give them their 
“props”  though, as they 
do come out in force for 
many charitable events.   
   We arrived at 8:am  in 
downtown San Diego and 
even though the Pre 
registration line was a little 
long and slow, the weather 
was perfect.  Light cloud 
cover kept it cool and 
comfortable all day long.  
We had prime Pontiac 
parking on top of the 
grassy knoll, from this 
vantage we could overlook 
the entire show.           
     We started the day with 
a club breakfast at the 
Longboard at Seaport 
Village. As for the 
SDPOCI, Mr. John 
Erdman took first place in 
the lone Pontiac class.     



THANK YOU STEVE AND HEIDI!   
 

� he annual swim party was a great success.  
President Steve and first lady Heidi Levin 
opened their home to the club on August 19 
for our annual swim party and we all had a 
great time   Their pool area is equipped with 
a water slide, Jacuzzi, and waterfall.  The 
food was a Mexican theme and was great.  If 
you missed it, I hope you can attend next 
year. 
 
 
 

 
     Even though the season is getting close to the end, we still have quite a few activities scheduled and a few 
yet to be scheduled.  On Friday, September 8th we have preferred parking at Cruisin’ Grand in Escondido.  
This is a great venue with hundreds of cars so it’s nice to have reserved parking.  We will be on Broadway just 
off of Grand so come on up and have a great time.   
 
Oceanside is having their annual Harbor Cruise on September 16th and 17th.  I have attended this and they not 
only put on a great car show, but there are many other activities for the whole family.  
 
 On September 23 is the monthly Saturday Night Cruise in Clairemont located at 4821 Clairemont Drive.  This 
show is in the evening on the 4th Saturday of each month from 5pm to 8pm right by Woodies Hot Dogs.  I 
have been to this gathering and they put on a good show.  It’s similar to Dalton’s Monthly Classic Car Show 
in San Marcos.    
 
Speaking of Dalton’s, their show is still ongoing and occurs every month on the first Sunday of each month. 
 
In addition to the shows coming up, we are planning a night at the drive-in movies and a cruise (yes a real 
cruise).  We are waiting for the weather to cool off a little bit, but that should happen soon.  Keep an eye on 
our website and calendar for further information. 
 
That’s it for activities coming up in September.  October marks the start of Pontiac Drag Days in Palmdale.  
More to come on that next month. 
 

See you on the circuit.  Drive It Like You Stole It! 

 



 
September 2006 

                                                                         Pontiac Drag Days 
 
There have been no races since May 21.  The remainder of the race schedule is as follows: 
 

October 7 
October 8 
October 21 
November 4 
 

 
Crusin’ Grand  
 
August 18 was the “Night of Fire” at Cruisin’ Grand in Escondido.  Besides the normal cruise, the special event 
 included nostalgia fuel (nitro) cars.  There were 
15 front engine dragsters and two funny cars in 
attendance.  Every car fired up at least once, 
with the main event having two cars push up 
side-by-side like they were staging  
for a race. still can’t take very good night 
pictures, but I have included one that shows a 
bit of the  “fire”.  One of the cars is on a bit of a 
tour, having towed out from Don Garlits’ drag 
race  museum in Florida.  The car is Chris 
Karamasines “Chizler”, the first car to go over 
200  mph in the quarter mile.  It was a fun 
night!   I got to sit next to “the wrench” of an 
old  fuel car named “Dusty Rhodes”.  It was 
very interesting speaking with  
him about the old  days.  Also Roland Leong 
was in the audience.  I think the most famous car he had was   “The Hawaiian”, driven by Don Prudhomme.   
The event was well covered by magazine  photographers and a  small crew videotaped it.  I don’t know who 
they were representing.    
 
 
My Next Project 
Oh the fun never ends!  A few weeks ago I was mocking up things in my garage.  I found that the torque 
converter for the new engine would not go far enough back into the bell housing.  I realized it had been made 
for a mid-plate, so it stuck out too far for my application.  A mid-plate is a plate that gets bolted between the 
bell housing and the engine, and then the plate gets attached to the frame.  I had not thought about the 



converter having come from a car like that.  I knew Continental Converters in Inglewood made the converter 
so I got in touch with them.  To make a long story short, I drove up there on a Saturday for them to do 

whatever was necessary to make it work in my car.  
They were able to machine it without taking it apart, so 
I was a happy camper.  When I asked how much I owed 
for the work they said nothing, just run one of our 
decals.  Chris and Peter were great.  I highly 
recommend both their products and doing business with 
them.  The next weekend, when a neighbor was over, I 
asked if he would help me remove the hood.  That is 
the one thing that I cannot do by myself.  Unfortunately 
one of the bolts seized in the captive nuts in the hood.  I 
had to hacksaw the bolt out, leaving the stud in the 
hood.  Later I will have to figure out how to fix this. 
 
At this point I knew my long lead item should be the 

new drive shaft.  I thought I could make the two shafts (one for a P/G and the other for a T-400) 
interchangeable, but it turns out I had standard 1310 u-joints on the current shaft.  These are not considered 
strong enough for the new engine, so I purchased a pinion yoke for the 1350’s, installed it and measured for a 
new Chromalloy drive shaft.  At this point I was hoping to have the car drivable for our SDPOCI night at 
Cruisin’ Grand, and the drive shaft is currently schedule to be delivered that same week. 
 
With most of the miscellaneous prep done I tackled the engine swap the last weekend in August.  I got the old 
engine out on Saturday and stored it on an engine dolly.  Then I took the new engine off of the stand to install 
the flexplate and mockup the starter to assure the gear backlash was OK.  Then I proceeded to drop the engine 
into the car.  This time I am using “elephant ears” only, i.e., no engine mounts on the engine.  Being the first 
time I installed an engine this way it took me a LONG time to get it lined up so I could insert all of the bolts.  
You can see from the picture why they 
call them “elephant ears”.  It took me 
the entire weekend to get this far, 
including getting the headers bolted in.  
That is always a challenge in itself.  
About 5:30 pm Sunday I decided I 
wanted to see how the transmission 
lined up.  I would even get it bolted in if 
it cooperated.  Guess what?  No 
cooperation.  I am thinking that I just 
don’t have the converter back into the 
trans far enough.  Either that or there is 
a compatibility problem between the 
torque converter snout and the 
crankshaft recess.  Needless to say I 
hope the issue is just getting the 
converter seated.  You will know if you 
see me with the car at Cruisin’ Grand on 
September 8. 
 

B/T/W, I’m getting too old for this!     JimTaylor1@cox.net 
 
 



Activities for September 2006 
SDPOCI Monthly Meeting, September 12, Tuesday, 7:00 pm  

CHANGED This month the meeting is at: Callahan’s in Mira Mesa. 
Date Area Event Contact Comments 

Sept. 3 
Sunday 

San Marcos Daltons Classic Car Show Marty 760-746-8340 
Link to Daltons 

Sept. 8 
Friday Escondido Cruisin Grand  

SDPOCI Parks on Broadway 

Jeff  
or  

Alan  
SDPOCI Member Info 

Sept. 12 
Tuesday Mira Mesa 

SDPOCI Meeting  
Callahan's Pub Mira Mesa   7:00 pm 

Map 

Jeff  
or  

Alan  
SDPOCI Member Info 

Sept. 16  Palmdale Pontiac Drag Days    Race #6  

Sept. 16 
Saturday 

Poway MotorHead Madness 
13933 Poway Road  Website  858-679-8000  

Sept. 16 & 17 
Sat & Sun 

Oceanside Harbor Cruise  
Info   

Info   Space limited to 60 cars  

Sept. 16 
Saturday Chula Vista 

16th Annual  
Harbor Day Classic Car Show 

Bay Side Park  

619-426-
1882 
Vince  

   

Sept.  23 
Saturday Clairemont 

Saturday Night Cruise 
4821 Clairemont Drive 
(every 4th Saturday)  

Clairemont 
Town 
Square 

Shopping 
Center 

5:pm - 8:pm  

Map to Callahan’s  (next door to El Toritos) 

 
For more show/cruise info, check the SDPOCI’s on-line Calendar 



Linda Abrams 
Dale Arries 

Dan Courtney 
Dennis Doyle 
David Pyle 

Heath Thomas 
Jim Thomson 

 
San Diego Chapter POCI 

Meeting Minutes 
08/08/2006 

 
Vice President Jeff Gallagher called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and announced that the meeting would 
come to order.  
 
Introductions, New Members and Guest Speaker: 
Sergio and Therese DaSilva are rejoining the club!  They have 3 Pontiacs, a new Solstice GXP, a 63 Catalina, 
and a 77 Ventura.  Welcome!! 
 
Minutes 
A motion was made by Jim Taylor and seconded by Alan Sugarman to approve the minutes of July 2006.  The 
motion passed unanimously.   
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Dale Arries reported that the club has $2398.10.   
 
Car Council Report:   by Dave Keetch 
 
August 19th  The Barona Casino “Run for the Hills”   There is space for 3 cars inside the Casino and room for 
a display.  Please see Dave if interested. 
 
September 9th  Bates Nut Farm    They are giving away a  Red 1965 Mercury Cyclone 
 
Sept 16th  Poway Motorhead Madness Show  
 
Sponsors are needed for the Auto Museum Show next year.  They need volunteers to work, donations of books 
and automobile memorabilia, also they need helpers to restore cars.  Club membership would be 35.00 per 
year if the club wanted to join.  See curator, Bob Swanson for more info. 
 
 
Racers Report:   By Jim Taylor 
The next race is October 7th and 8th in Palm Dale.  See Jims detailed racers notes in the newsletter. 

 
 
 



Old Business 
 

�  The Santee Drive In Movie date will be changing from July 15th to a new date.  More info to come.   
 
Activities Report    by Alan Sugarman 

 
�  8-19-06  Club Pool Party at Steve Levin’s’ house 

 
�  8-19-06  Heritage Day Show in National City 

 
�  8-26-06  Clairemont Cruise 

 
�  8-29-06  Chula Vista Show  “special reserved parking” (TUE) 

 
�  9-08-06  Cruisin’ Grand Escondido  “special reserved parking” 

 
�  9-16-06  Oceanside Harbor Cruise  (9-16 and 9-17) 

  
New Business 
 

�  Sheldon reported on Car Legislation news.  The bill was defeated that would allow you to use the old 
CA black plates.  See Sheldon for more legislation news. 

 
�  John Erdman took home a first from the Main Street America show.  Way to go John! 

 
�  For the monthly meetings, we will be switching back and forth between El Torrito and Callahan’s in 

Mira Mesa.  See Calendar for details. 
 

�  Heeter is on his way home!!!!  Yeah….. 
 

�  Birthdays:  JC Dumas and Ken Morton.   Happy Birthday guys. 
 

�  Dale will begin to give the updated Roster info to Jeff and Alan. 
 

�  Talked about a possible “Cruise” in the fall.  Ideas?  Send them to Alan & Jeff. 
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:46 PM.  Jim Taylor and Carol Burdette. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dyanna Madro Gallagher, SDPOCI Secretary 
August 8th, 2006 

 



San Diego Pontiac Oakland International 
Chapter Officers 

President  
Steve Levin 
760-489-1151 

steve11ca@aol.com 

Vice President  
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Secretary  
Dyanna Madro 
Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

dmadro@cox.net  
 

Treasurer  
Dale Arries 
619-420-6546 

mstoadswildride@juno.com 

Webmaster/E-
Newsletter Editor 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Activities Director 
Alan Sugarman  
858-451-3275 

alan.sugarman@ngc.com 
 

Historian  
Cindi Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Car Council  
Dave Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Membership Renewal Information 
 

 San Diego POCI Due's: $35 per year.  Make check payable to S.D. POCI 
 Send check to: 
       S.D. POCI 
      579 Fig Ave.  
Chula Vista, CA 91910-5420 
_________________________________ 
  
For the National POCI  membership renewal, you can now do so online: 
 http://www.poci.org/  go to the "Membership Renewal" tab. 
  
Or by mail: send $31 (add $2 for spouse) or $34 dollars to:  
 P.O. Box 9569 
Bradenton, FL 34206 
Note: Be sure to include your POCI member number when you send your check.  


