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An Object of Desire 

 
Dave Pyles’s 1964 GTO Post Coupe 

By: Dave Pyle 
         The phone rang at about 7:30 pm; it was the middle of July, 1999. It was Dennis, a friend of mine who 
lived in the Irvine Ca. Dave he said, I just cut a deal with that guy in Washington State for the Apache pickup 
truck, but I can’t afford to buy it unless I sell the goat. Would you be interested?  The car he was talking about 
was a completely stock, unmolested, numbers matching Cameo white 1964 GTO, with a red interior. It had a 
single 4 barrel carb and a 4 speed transmission. It had little or no rust and had been repainted in the stock 
color, about 1986. The odometer said 135,000 miles.  
I had been for a ride in this machine, so I knew what is was.  
 
        Was I interested? You bet you Safe-T- Track I was interested. In trying not to show too much 
enthusiasm, I waited at least a whole millisecond before asking him how much. 
We settled on a number, and Dennis delivered the car the following weekend, with all of PHS documentation 
and the names of the two previous owners, along bills from various shops where work had been done in past 
years. I am now the forth caretaker.    
 
       It all started in 1964. My wife Melba and I were going to a motion picture in down town Pasadena. We 
had parked our car and were walking down one of those beautiful tree lined streets toward Colorado Blvd. 
when ---you guessed it---we walked by a “Pontiac Dealer”.  It was a small dealership, they only had room for 
one car on the showroom floor, and there it sat in all its shining glory. A fully optioned, tri-power, 4-speed 
GTO convertible. Outside of my wife, it was the most beautiful thing I had ever seen. I went inside, opened 
the door and sat down. I sat there with my hand on the Hurst shifter looking at the dash. I knew we couldn’t 
afford it, not while we were trying to save for a house. We left the showroom with out saying a word. After all 
they wanted almost four thousand for the car. I knew when I left that showroom floor that I had to have one 
some day. Being an enthusiast, I was aware of the pedigree that Pontiac had established over the years. 
Between the late 1950’s and 1964, Pontiac had established it’s self in both NASCAR and drag racing as the 
one to beat. By 1964 the GTO was king of the hill. Car and Driver magazine in March of 1964 proclaimed that 
the Pontiac GTO would beat a Ferrari GTO in a straight drag race and furthermore would lap any U. S. road 
course faster than any Ferrari street machine, including the 400 Superamerica. According to the European 



press Enzo Ferrari had a complete temper fit screaming foul and millions of U. S. gear heads cheered. Nobody 
cared if Jim Wagner’s had thrown in a ringer; the bottom line was that our GTO beat their GTO.  
 

So it came to be, in July of 1999 I became the owner of the car I always wanted, a 1964 GTO. 
  
      Prior to starting a restoration, I made a decision that what I wanted was a driver. Not a 1000 points car or a 
trailer queen. I wanted something that I could have fun with, but also I wanted it to look good. Most of all I 
wanted reliability.  I decided I wanted it to be 1964-1967 period correct and look more or less stock in 
appearance.  

        
     In the first four years I went after the safety and reliability issues. I completely rebuilt the power train and 
chassis, upgrading things to the latest technology as I went along. Things like disc brakes on the front, a solid 
state ignition system and solid state voltage regulator, radial tires etc. Some of the modifications to the engine 
included dished pistons, so that I could run 87/89 octane gas, along with a custom ground cam designed to 
give you torque and power at that lowered 9.5 to 1 compression (Comp Cams). Screw in rocker studs, in order 
to support the full roller rockers, and custom push rod guides.  
Many other modifications were also made to the engine, too many to list here.  
 
     The next thing I have planned is the restoration of the body 
and upholstery. I’ll keep it the same colors as delivered from 
the factory.  
 
The one thing that I have noticed that’s not changed in the last 
forty years, I still don’t have enough money for a 1964 GTO, 
but I’m having fun.   

                                
                       Thanks Dave,  for sharing your story! 
 



 
It is late August and it’s hot.  I just dropped my son 
off to his first day of first grade, what a thrill! 
 
Speaking of thrills, did ya hear about our Cruise on 
the 20th? 
If you couldn’t make it, your loss, what a wonderful 
time. 
Most of the cruisers started in mission valley heading 
eastbound to meet me, Romona and the Keetch’s in El 
Cajon and proceeded out to Pine Valley where we 
gave the people getting ready for their show a bit of a 

scare.  We all rumbled into the gas station and surrounding parking lots. I think they thought we were going to 
take over the place!  After Tony filled up his gas guzzler for the second time we proceeded on to breakfast 
then through Julian, Dudley’s and then to the winery for a tasting and lunch.  A great time was had by all.  My 
GTO only used 3 quarts of oil which might explain why nobody would follow to close to me! 
 

 
 
On behalf of the participants I would like to thank the organizers, Alan Suggarman and Jeff and Dyanna for 
there hard work putting it together. 
 

 
The pool party at the Thomson’s on Saturday, Aug27, I hope to see all of you there. 



Alaska & Classic Cars? 
     I love cars. You love cars. We all love cars. As I found 
out last month, even people in Alaska love classic cars. As a 
matter of fact, in Skagway, Alaska, you can even rent 
classic cars. I was vacationing on a cruise and one of our 
ports of call was Skagway. While walking around the town, 
(about the size of Julian) I saw a beautiful red 1956 Chevy 
stepside pickup truck. It was immaculate and sounded as 
good as it looked. Upon closer examination, I found a sign 
on the door. It said “Rent Me.” 
     These trucks, along with all of these other vehicles were 

available for rent, in Skagway, Alaska. Who would have ever thought that traveling to a small town in a 
somewhat remote (isn’t all of Alaska somewhat remote) town in Alaska one would find a stable of classic cars 
for rent. Then it occurred to me, how far could you possibly go. Think about it. If you rented a car in Julian 
and had to stay in Julian, how far could you go. By the way, these cars don’t come cheap. They rent by the 
hour for between $75 and $100 per hour with a 2 hour minimum. It’s a relatively short tourist season in 
Alaska so you make it while you can. I chose not to rent one of these beauties, but I was certainly tempted. 

 

 
 

     I didn’t come upon any other classic auto rental companies on the rest of my trip, but I certainly did see 
some cars sitting around just waiting for someone to come and restore them. The areas in Alaska are just 
beautiful. I would recommend the trip for anyone loving nature and the outdoors. We took a helicopter onto a 
glacier and walked around. It was something I won’t soon forget. I salmon fished in Ketchikan and rode with 
musher dogs in Juneau. These are things you just cannot do anywhere. But as always, it’s great to be home in 
SDPOCI territory. 

 
 
 



 
Main Street America Show 

The SDPOCI arrived in force for the Corvette 
Clubs annual show held at the Embarcadro – 
North next to Seaport Village.    We arrived just 
about 8 o’clock and the parking of cars was 
already well under way.  
 
 

 
We set up two tents on the hill next to our cars and base 
camp was established.  
 
The show was a lot of fun and an event not to be missed 
in 2006.  
 

The SDPOCI took home the coveted 
Club Participation Trophy 

 
Other Club Winners were: 

John Erdman 
Jerry Beaudry 
Ken Morton 

 
 

                  
 
 

 



Heritage Day Show - National City 

 
Dave and Cindi Keetch win “Best Of Show” 

 

Other SDPOCI Trophy winners at the Heritage Day Show were:  
Jim Thomson & Heath (Heeter) Thomas 

 
Local Flyboy Get’s the Bird! 

      This is for all of us that have looked at the Heeters (Heath Thomas) beautifull gold 1978 SE Trans Am and 
have asked “Where’s the Bird”,    well, we need to ask no more.  I went over to Heeters house on a Saturday 
and helped him apply his new decal.  As you can see from the pictures below that it is a huge decal and 
definetly a two man job.   It came out great and really makes the look of the car.  
                                   BEFORE                                                                AFTER       

            
 

 
Bitds of a Feather, flock togerther. 



The BIG Cruise 
By: Alan Sugarman 

     What a perfect day for a cruise.  Oh, I forgot, we live in San Diego.  That means there are about 
350 days a year that are perfect for a cruise.  Well our day was great.  We had 14 cars that attended 
including mine, Jeff and Dyanna Gallegher, Jerry & Ramona Beaudry, Dave DeSoto and family, 
Terry Shrock, Fred Nicholson, Chuck. & Marty Hay, Dale Arries, Ken Morton, Dave & Cindi Keetch, 
Tony Arcaro, and Gilbert Carreon, and his family (from O.C.). 
 
     We started out near Qualcomm Stadium 
at about 9:00 am and headed east on 
highway 8.  After a quick pit stop in Pine 
Valley we headed north on The Sunrise 
Highway.  What a beautiful drive that was.  
Desert on the right and mountains on our 
left.  A few miles up the road we stopped at 
a great little restaurant, the Blue Jay Lodge 
for breakfast.  As you can see from the 
pictures, it is decorated in a mountain motif 
with moose heads, rustic wood walls and 
bar stools made from tractor seats.  I highly 

recommend a stop there.  It was really 
allot of fun. 
 
       After breakfast at the lodge, we 
cruised through the pine trees on our way to Julian.  Our next stop was at Santa Isabella,  where we 
cleaned out Dudely’s Bakery.  After a quick picture at the SDPOCI Highway Clean-Up sign we drove 
through Pala Valley, to highway 15 and a stop at Belle Marie Winery.  They winery had everything 
set up in first class order.  They greeted us with Champaign and then we took a quick tour of the 
winery.  After the tour, we were led to their private tasting room where we sampled several of their 
wines.  After the wine tasting, we had a picnic on the winery grounds.  The setting was great with 
gazebos, park benches and lots of great food. 
 
      It was a perfect day for a cruise and the Ponchos held up just fine with no breakdowns.  There is 
an excellent possibility of another cruise in the fall or spring, so we will send out the word and hope 
to have this event grow each time we do it.  By the way, hats off to Jeff and Dyanna.  They not only 
planned the whole event, but actually drove it a few weeks before we did to make sure everything 
was all lined up.  Big kudos to you guys! 



POCI MEMBERS TRAVEL THROUGH TIME 
By: Sheila B. Jurist 

 
      Traveling through time has always been an exciting concept!  Several of our members had that experience 
on the “Back to the Future” Tour produced by Bob Meigs, The Horseless Carriage Club, and The Mythical 
Association of Vintage Car Clubs (Fun, Family and Friends). 
 
      The tour began in “The Brass Era”, with morning refreshments and beautifully restored Model T’s.  With 
our well-written instructions in one hand, and our flux capacitors (kazoos) in the other, we blew on these to 
transport us to the next time frame. The main group was split into 2 groups, one headed for the thirties, the 
other to the fifties. 
 
     Sheila Jurist headed up the Fast Forward to the Fabulous Fifties, with electronic help from her husband 
Sheldon. Both San Diego POCI members, they were attired in 50’s clothes.  Sheldon Jurist found car 
advertisements from the 50’s to hang for atmosphere. Meigs provided the karaoke machine, large cardboard 
figures of Marilyn Monroe, Elvis and other famous people of the time. In addition, Meigs loaned us blow up 
plastic instruments for people to “play in the band.” 
 
      The contest was between three people, on stage, each singing “Hound Dog”; with every person in the 
band, “playing” their instrument. Sheila Jurist solicited volunteers, and served as announcer. San Diego POCI 
boasts some budding singers and musicians. One volunteer was Dave Keetch from our club; he played a wild 
“blow up sax. ” Two of our singing contestants were none other than Celia and Bob Schlotter.  After the vote 
between the three contestants, it was decided that they all did well, and each received a bottle of “Elvis” wine.  

 
 
San Diego POCI members Cindy and Dave Keetch had rolled in driving their 1955 red Mercury convertible, 
and Celia and Bob Schlotter made a regal entrance in a 50’s Thunderbird. After blowing on our flux 
capacitors, to move us to the next window in time, we headed for Back to the Classic 30’s 
 



“Happy Days Are Here Again”, was the theme as we entered The San Diego Collection. There were beautiful 
cars to admire. One in particular was the 1950 white Cadillac convertible. There were people in 30’s 
costumes. We were given gangster hats and refreshments. “The War of the Worlds” was playing on the radio; 
there were arrests, and a re-enactment of the Valentine’s Day Massacre; which we only heard, but were not 
allowed to see, as this was “police business.” Another blow on our flux capacitors, and we were transported to 
The Roaring Twenties. 
 
     Simpson’s Nursery was the setting for the Roaring Twenties. In a beautiful gazebo, with people in 20’s 
garb, ice cream cones were being served to cool us on our “Back to the Future Tour”. The opportunity to 
invest in a great financial plan was made available by  
Mr. Ponzi, of the Ponzi Scheme (Bob Meigs, in a dapper 1920’s suit and straw hat). We were given an official 
certificate to mark the transaction. All the people, vintage cars and partying made it feel like an unmistakable 
20’s atmosphere.  
 
     On to our final stop, V-J Day. We were treated to viewing 40’s cars, a free lunch in a hangar for shade, and 
entertainment at our Air Force One parking lot (Gillespie Field). Sheila and Sheldon brought their 1973 
Camaro. At this point in the tour we had Model T’s all the way through to 70’s cars. 
 
      San Diego POCI members that attended this enjoyable event were: Sheila and Sheldon Jurist, Celia and 
Bob Schlotter, plus Cindy and Dave Keetch. We hope the next great tour Meigs creates will include more 
POCI members, both in helping to run a station, as well as participating. Sheldon and I ran the 50’s station, 
and we were still able to enjoy the rest of the tour. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
September 2005 

Pontiac Drag Days Race 
 
There was no PDD race in August.  The next race 
will be September 17. 
 

Other Racing 
      To my knowledge no club members 
participated in any racing during the month of 
August.  On August 6th I attended the Good Guys 
meet in Pomona.  These events are for 1972 and 
earlier cars.  I went to see the old fuel dragsters.  
They are front engine cars that are limited to a 12” 
wide rear tire.  I saw one of them run 242.5 mph in 
5.95 seconds.  You could hear the clutches slipping 
all the way to the eighth mile mark.  Then the 
dragster really started accelerating.  There were a 
lot of very interesting old cars, including the 
Marcellus and Borsch “Winged Express” altered.  



It ran 200.40 mph in 7.43 seconds.  I also saw several familiar faces.  Andy Mitchell was there with his ’74 
Ventura.  He built a 505 ci pump gas engine for a customer that will be featured in Hot Rod magazine.  The 
customer bought the engine and Andy’s car, so Andy assembled it and had it out for the first time at this event.  
He only got one good run in, but that as a 10.07 at 133 without nitrous.  Andy now has his own business, Pure 
Pontiac Performance Engines.  I also saw Bill Taylor’s ’68 GTO.  Bill is from the Encinitas area.  The car is 
Verdoro green with a black vinyl top and a fiberglass front end that is still the gel coat color.  He decided to 
add a blower to it and it ran an out of control 8.88 at 153.  It is a Pontiac 455 with the factory cast crank.  
There were so many people I knew in the pits that it was hard to get back to see the racing.  It was a great 
event.  
 
My Next Project 
      After completely tearing apart my new engine to assure everything was OK, it turned out that there was 
damage to the bearings and the crank journals.  It is now all apart to get fixed.  Hopefully I will have all of the 
pieces back by Labor Day weekend.  I now plan on attending the September 17th PDD race with the old 
engine and tires to see if the other upgrades did any good. 

 
Also, there was a person posting on the Performance 
Years bulletin board a few months ago about new CNC 
billet valve covers he was offering.  He was also 
offering custom engraving.  I sent him a challenge that 
he accepted, and the valve covers are on the way.  He 
also made a set for Arnie Beswick.  In late July he 
(Mark Strelka) sent me a note asking if he could 
display mine at Norwalk.  I said sure, on one condition: 
that he take pictures of them.  Shown here is one of the 
pictures with none other than Arnie Beswick holding 
them.  I plan to get the letters filled in with the blue 
color of my car, and then paint the recessed area of the 
arrow head either black or red.  Then I hope to ship 
them back to get Arnie to autograph them.  Upon return 
they will get clear coated.  At least that is the plan.  
Below are some posts on PY about Mark and his 
“Strelka Built” Valve covers.  What a souvenir, huh?  
Also Arnie made his first pass down a track since he 
was badly burned in his ’64 GTO racecar in 2003.  It 
was a low 12 second pass at 110 in the Grocery Getter, 
a famous ’63 Tempest wagon.  It is a stick shift, so this 
was quite a milestone for Arnie.  He is an amazing 
fellow. 

 
 
 
 

 
High Performance Pontiac (HPP) Shootout 
     The third of four articles covering the January 23rd HPP shootout at LACR just came out.  It is the 
November edition of the magazine.  My car was included in this one.  If anyone has a copy they are going to 
throw away, please throw it my way. 

 
Send all Racing Questions & Comments to the "Old Man" himself at: JimTaylor1@cox.net 



 
Ontario, CA 

 

 



Activities for September 2005 
Contact:  Jeff or Alan 

 
9/3/06 Saturday   
Gathering of the Goats Show, sponsored by the GTOAA  in San Pedro, CA 
 
Meeting: Tuesday September 13 

 
 

Studio Diner 
Located at 4701 Ruffin Road 

 
 
9/17/05 Saturday  
Pontiac Drag Days Race #6,  Palmdale, CA 
 
9/25/05 Saturday  
Fall Classic Show, sponsored by the Camaro Club, Embarcadero North, San Diego , CA 
 
*10/1/05 Saturday 
Rodders to the Rescue, Sponsored by Palomar College, at Paloma College, San Marco, CA 
 

For more show/cruise info, check the Clubs on-line Calendar 

 
  
 

 
 
 



SDPOCI Meeting Minutes 
8/9/05 

 President Jerry Beaudry called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 Introductions and Guest Speaker: 

New Member s 

·  Rob Levich, who owns a 64 Tempes and  64 GTO 
·  Matt & Lisa Morris , who have a 73 Grand Am and a 72 LeMans 
·  David Vaughn who just puchased a 75 Catalina 2+2, 4spd, tri power. 

Minutes 
·  Minutes from last month were approved, motions made by Cindi K and Alan S. 
 

Treasurer� s Report 
·  The Treasury report was read by Dale Arries and he announced that we have $2047.08 in the treasury.  
 

Car Council Report:   by Dave Keetch 
·  Swapmeet coming up 
·  Oct 22nd show at Viejas 
·  Talked about Car legislation 

 
Racers Report   

·  No Racing for the Summer 
·  Mac had Surgery on Wed., he is already back at work. 
·   Mean Indian got a new flamed hood 
 

Activities Report 
·  SuperCruiese was a lot of fun 
·  Big Cruise Coming up on Aug. 20 
·  Pool Party on Aug. 27 
·  MainStree America show, SDPOCI takes home the Club Participation trophy 
·  Heritage Day show, Keetchs with Best of show, also winning,  Jim Thomson and Heath Thomas 
 

New Business 
·  Rodders to the Rescue, Oct 1, need volunteers, see Jerry B. 
·  Bob from the Mopar Club came and  gave Jerry B. his trophy after a screw up at their show.  Thanks 

Bob. 
·  Midway show, need about 10 cars, its on a Thursday.  
·   

Old Business 
·  Received the new speaker for the PA system.  
 

Adjournment:  
The meeting was adjourned at  8:00pm. 
 Respectfully submitted by,  
Dyanna Madro  
SDPOCI Secretary 

 
 



 
San Diego Chapter Officers 

 
President  
Jerry Beaudry  
619-444-1577 

jerrybeaudry@cox.net 

Vice President  
Steve Levin 
760-489-1151 

steve11ca@aol.com 

Secretary  
Dyanna Madro Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

dmadro@cox.net 

Treasurer  
Dale Arries 
619-420-6546 

mstoadswildride@juno.com 

Webmaster/E-Newsletter 
Editor 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Co-Activities Chair  
Alan Sugarman  
858-451-3275 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

alan.sugarman@ngc.com 
jgallag@cadence.com 

Historian  
Cindi Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Car Council  
Dave Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

 


