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 Contents 
Newsletter Feature   
Notes from the Chief 

  The VP Speaks 
Club Activities  

  Racers Report 
 This Months Events 
  Meeting Minutes 
  SDPOCI Contacts 

 

 SDPOCI Monthly Meeting, May 9, Tuesday, 7:00 pm  
This month the meeting is at: Fillipi’s Pizza in Mira Mesa.  



 
Spring Pow Wow Show 

     Our Spring Pow Wow car show got a break in the weather and we 
had one of the best days of the year so far.  There was a little morning fog 
but that quickly burned off and the blue skies were back.  Turnout was 
light but all those in attendance had nothing but favorable comments on 
the show.  Simpson’s nursery is one of the better venues in San Diego 
county to hold a car show.  The SDPOCI would like to thank Lee and 
Cathy Smith, owners of Simpson’s Nursery, for letting us use their 
beautiful grass area for our show.   
   As shown to the left, Steve Levin had indeed picked 
some outstanding trophies for the show.  Along with the 
trophies we also passed out a few free lunch passes and 
also gave away 6 plants to the ladies in attendance.  It 
may not have been a huge show but it was a quality 
show! 
 Randy Jones arrived early and served coffee and 
pastries during the registration time and around 11 they had the BBQ all 
fired up for lunch.   
We would like to thank all the members who arrived early and helped 
with setup, parking and registration.   

 
Best of show went to Ed Snell’s beautiful Willy’s 

 
For more pictures of the show, please go the Home page at www.sdpoci.com 



      

 I t’s been a busy month 
for some of us Pontiac Guys. I 
got to start off the month by 
attending the Pontiac Heaven 
races outside of Phoenix. It was 
a little scary driving my first ¼ 
mile run in the Mean Indian 
since having the new engine 
installed, under the lights of the 
racetrack. In addition, it was a 
track that I have never driven 
before. On my second pass, after 
doing a very large burnout, the 
car filled with smoke at the end 
of the track. Towards the end of 
the run, the tach light illuminated 
and the smoke inside the car 

glowed a bright yellowy green. I was barely able to see out the windshield at that point. Not fun at 125 miles 
per hour. In any case, I survived (as you can tell since I am writing this article).  
  
      The next day was much more uneventful, but still quite fun. I had the opportunity to compete in my first 
bracket race. After running high 10 second times in the morning, we set our dial in. My first 2 opponents were 
nice enough to oblige me by red-lighting. In the third round, although I was further from my dial in, a faster 
reaction time won the race in the end. That got me to the semi-finals where I was finally defeated. Even still, it 
was a moral victory for me. The entire weekend was tremendous fun and I am happy I was able to share it 
with my son Matthew. Also, thanks to Jerry Beaudry, his assistant Denny and to Alan Sugarman for all of 
their efforts and the moral support. Winning wasn’t as important as it was spending a great time with all of the 
above. 
 
 To close the month, we hosted our 2nd Annual Spring Pow Wow. Although the turnout was 
disappointing, the show was great fun. The venue at Simpson’s Nursery certainly lends itself to car shows, 
although it was apparently too far to travel for some. Another possibility was the weather was questionable 
until late morning. The day ended up being perfect. There was music, cars, barbeque and more cars in the 
barns. All I can say is that those who did not attend missed out on a wonderful, yet intimate event. 
 
 Once again, a reminder about the upcoming POCI Nationals. If you are even considering going, you 
should check for room availability, unless of course you wish to commute. This is an event similar to a lunar 
eclipse, they don’t come around very often. Please take advantage of the fact that it is so close. Those of us 
attending should be taking lots of notes so that we may be able to host one in the upcoming years. There will 
be a ton of activities so you may certainly be kept busy. Personally, I am looking forward to the drag racing. I 
guess now I know what bug that was that bit me in Phoenix. It was the dastardly racing bug. 

 

 
 



     
Well, the weather has finally started 
to subside here in So. Cal. and 
cruise/show season is off and 
running.  Escondido’s, Crusin Grand 
started off with about 10,000 people 
in attendance on opening night.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The new comer on the show circuit, Rookies Sports bar had their Rock n Roll 
car show on April 9th.   I could not attend the show but members of the 
SDPOCI were in attendance and brought home some hardware.  Terry 
Shrock’s Sungoat took Second place in the Pontiac class and Bill Dunne’s 
Judge  took 3rd.  The members in attendance reported that the show was very 
nice , but that breakfast and the service  at Rookies left a lot to be desired.    

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Motor Cars on Main Street                                                                           By: Cindy Keetch 

The Coronado Car show was well attended by the SDPOCI.  The day started out with a little rain, but by the 
afternoon the sun was shining.  Al Sugarman, Dyanna & Jeff Gallagher came without their cars and passed out 
flyers for our Spring Pow Wow show on Saturday April 29th.   
We had several members that showed their cars (yes, John Erdman took his goat out in the rain!) even with a 
little bad weather.  The members who showed their cars were, Jerry Beaudry with his 1966 GTO,  
 

 J  
John Erdman with his 1965 GTO, Dale Arries with his 1968 Firebird, Bill Dunn with his 1970  GTO Judge, 
Denny Doyle with his 1957 Safari, Dick Hage and Spade with the 1959 Catalina  and  Cindy & Dave ketch 
with her 1962 Bonneville.   As you can see by the pictures we had a great time at the show.   



         
 

         
 

 
At award time we found out that John took a 2nd place with his 1965 GTO. 
Check the Website’s Calendar for updated info on all SDPOCI events!  

 

 



  By the time you read this, the 2006 
Spring Pow Wow will be history.  Jeff 
has included a great article about the 
show with some great pictures. I hope 
you attended because we always have a 
great show.  We have a lot of activities in 
the planning stage for this years cruisin’ 
season.  This year we will have reserved 
parking in Escondido (Cruisin’ Grand), El 
Cajon and a new venue in Chula Vista.  
In addition we will have a Drive In Movie 
night with a pot luck dinner, and we are 
planning a couple of actual driving 
cruises.  Last year our cruise through the 
north country with a stop at a local 

winery was a real hit so we are planning at least one trip similar to that one.  Everyone asks us to 
plan an actual drive, so we will let you know when that is coming up. 
 
The POCI Nationals are just around the corner, June 27 to July 2 so if you haven’t registered your 
car or registered in a hotel, be sure to do that as soon as possible.  The application is available on 
our website.  
 
If you have not recently taken a look at our calendar (located at 
http://www.sdpoci.com/calendar.htm), be sure to do so.  It’s packed with activities.  Our hobby is 
getting bigger and bigger and as a result, there are more and more shows and cruises.  In addition, 
there are more clubs forming as more people get involved and those new clubs are hosting new 
shows every year. 
 
The officers of the SDPOCI want to plan activities that the members want to participate in.  As a 
result, we want to hear from you.  Give us a call or pull one of us aside at a meeting and let us know 
what activities you would like us to plan.  We are here for the members and want to respond to your 
wishes so give us a call.  That’s about it from here. 
 
 
 “Drive It Like You Stole It!” 
 Alan 

 
 



Pontiac Heaven VIII 
      Phoenix, Arizona, April 1, 2006:  What a great race and car show.  I went primarily to crew for 
Steve Levin and Jerry Beaudry at the drag races, but they have a great car show there too.  
Saturday, April 1 was all Pontiac day.  The drag races and car 
show were Pontiacs only.  The winners of the car show were 
staged at the starting line at the drag strip and were 
announced in order of the categories that they won in.  After 
the owners name and the car was announced, they would 
parade down the drag strip so that all of the spectators could 
view them.  On Sunday, the car show and races were open to 
all makes and models and they repeated the process.  It was 
fun to see cars that we normally don’t see in the San Diego 
area.  
 
On to the races.  We had a good contingency of San 
Diego/Southern California cars in attendance.  Old Man Taylor 
was there along with the Mean Indian (Steve and Jerry) and 
Robert Johnson who works for Jim Wangers.  Bill Takanabi 
was there with his alcohol monster also.  DMACs new racer is 
under construction so he was there with his trailer, selling parts.  I tried to steal an air filter from a 
Volkswagen, but kept getting caught and Mac made me bring it back. 
 
Saturday was a pretty rough day for all of our racing heroes.  Jerry Beaudry raced that day in the 
Mean Indian and lost in the first round. He did a buy-back, but didn’t fair much better in his second 
round.   Bill Takanabi threw a rod, and Old Man Taylor also lost in the first round, did a buy-back 

and lost again.   
 
Robert Johnson raced in the Ponticarlo and 
blew the trannie in his first round.  All was not 
lost though.  Beaudry qualified for the “Quick 
16” and made it all the way to the semifinals.  
All in all, it was an exciting day, if not an 
eventful one. 
 
Sunday we were down to two operating cars, 
Old Man Taylors and The Mean Indian, driven 

by Steve.  Steve was right on the money.  He force 
a couple of his opponents to red-light and he won a 
few races outright.  His reaction times were great 
and he went all the way to the quarter-finals.  Old 
Man Taylor took the trophy….1st Place.   
Congratulation to Jim.  We are proud of ya.  Ya 
done us good! 
 
All in all, this is a great venue to attend.  You get a 
car show, plenty of racing, a couple of nights on the 
town and of course fantastic camaraderie.  I highly 
recommend the trip.  It’s a nice little get-away, not 
far from home. 
 



  
May 2006 

 

Pontiac Drag Days #4 
The April race was rescheduled to April 29, so I have no status on that race for this report. 

The next race is April 29 followed by May 21 (a Sunday). 

Away Races 

Pontiac Heaven and Musclecar Heaven Races in Phoenix - For results and pictures go to 
http://www.pontiacheaven.org/ and click on the appropriate event in the upper left corner of the page. 
 
Several of us traveled to Speedworld in Wittman 
(outside of Phoenix) for the April 1-2 races there.  
Three of us were racing.  Jerry Beaudry drove “The 
Mean Indian” on Saturday and Steve Levin drove it 
on Sunday.  Saturday had the regular bracket races 
and a Quick 16 race.  Jerry was successful in going 
several rounds in the Quick 16.  He also got the best 
performance ever for the car running a 10.33 with a 
1.43 60-foot time.  I think he likes this track.  My 
performance was terrible on Saturday.  The ET’s of 
the car varied by 0.120 seconds, and my Reaction Times were also all over the map.  Early in the day Robert 
Johnson was driving Jim Wangers’ Ponte-Carlo when second gear went out in the transmission.  This put him 
out for the event.  He saw my difficulties and frustrations and he volunteered to assist me.  From his 
suggestions I modified my burn out and staging techniques.  My burnouts were too aggressive for this track, 
and that change alone yielded improved and more consistent 60-foot times.  My other issue was that the 
transbrake was not locking up hard enough.  When I would let off of the foot brake the car would roll into the 
lights further and inconsistently.  I got under the car to test the brake, but I couldn’t find anything wrong with 
it.  I tried staging at a very low RPM and this seemed to work better.  The punch line on Saturday was that I 
lost the first round of Bracket-1, and I lost the buy back in B-1.  On my first run in the quick 16 I finally 
managed my two issues better and I had a great run.  The problem was that my 60-foot time improved so 
much (1.53 to a 1.46) that I launched out of the lights too quickly with a resulting 0.015-second red light.  
However, I did run a 10.878 on a 10.87 dial-in, so at least I had more confidence going into Sunday’s 
Musclecar event.  On to Sunday - Steve was now driving The Mean Indian, and he was a Mean Driver!  This 

was his first event in 
competition.  He 
scared his first two 
opponents into red 
lights (I guess the 
“Mean” works), and 



then he won his third race with a better RT than his competitor.  In the quarterfinals he 
lost to a better “package” by his opponent.  I am sure he will provide details in his 
column for this month, so check it out for his good news and his excitement.  It is hard 
for a non-racer to understand the anxieties of your first competition, but Steve did an 
outstanding job!  He completed his initiation quite successfully.  My Sunday was as good 
as my Saturday was bad.  My ET’s only varied by 0.013 all day long, and my RT’s were 
not bad enough to lose.  I went into the finals after three round wins.  My competition 
was a GS455 Buick who dialed a 10.49 to my 10.91.  My 0.017 RT made it impossible 
for him to catch me and I ended up winning the Bracket in the Musclecar Heaven Drags.  
Check out the big trophy!  What an odd weekend.  It will be interesting to see how I do in 
the next PDD race, assuming it does not get rained out again.  After the Phoenix races I 
rewired the ground connection to the transbrake solenoid in the hopes that it will improve 
the operation and minimize the additional roll into the lights. 

 

 

 

B/T/W, a photographer at the track took some pictures of 
my car and sent them to me, which is why I have more of 
my car than Jerry and Steve’s.  One of them was a 
sequence of 4 pictures taken 0.2 seconds part during the 
launch and patched into one picture.  It shows how the car 
gets moving before the green light comes on.  Pretty neat!   

 

Antique Drags – The 30th annual Antique Drags will be 
held at Baron on April 30.  Gates open at 6:30 and racing 

starts at 8:00.  I will not be able to make it form Palmdale fast enough to be able to participate in the event. 
 
POCI Drags - There will also be a drag race at the National POCI convention.  Convention dates are June 27 
 to July 2, with drag racing on Friday, June 30 at the California Speedway (Fontana).  It is shaping up to be a  
big event as they are acquiring some major sponsors, and some of the really fast Pontiacs from back East will 
 be towing out for the event. - http://www.pontiacdragdays.com/POCIdrags.html -  
 
My Next Project 
 
The engine is done and could be installed, but I don’t want to miss the races mentioned above.  The current plan 
 is to start the R&R in July.  I posted my dyno results on the Internet and got some interesting feedback from a  
Pontiac aftermarket parts supplier.  They are developing an intake manifold to replace the Edelbrock Victor for  
engines similar to mine.  They offered me a prototype to test.  Hopefully it will go back on the dyno within the  
next month to see the results.  With their approval I will post the results here.  Alan Sugarman and I are hoping  
to share a dyno day again.  The good news on Alan’s engine is that the only damage from the failure on the dyno  
was a blown head gasket. 
 
 

That’s all the skinny for now, so “see ya’ at the tree” 
JimTaylor1@cox.net 

 
 



 
Ontario, CA 

 



 
     In conjunction with this year’s POCI Convention, POCI is pleased to present its third annual drag race 
event; Gettin’ Your Kicks In 2006 at the nearby Auto Club Dragway located at California Speedway in 
Fontana, California on Friday, June 30th.  The track is just a short 10 minute drive from the Ontario 
Convention Center.  Thanks to the efforts of the POCI Drag Race Committee, Gettin’ Your Kicks In 2006 
looks to be the biggest and most exciting POCI Drag Race ever. More than $10,000 in Cash, Trophies and 
Prizes will be awarded. Competitors will have their choice of three (3) money brackets and three (3) trophy 
brackets as well as a time only lane. The money brackets will be highlighted by a Quick 8 Program that will 
feature some of the fastest & finest Pontiac racers in the country. 

     Cash, Trophies and Prizes will be awarded back four (4) places to the semi-final rounds in each bracket. 
Racers competing in the money brackets will also be paid back four (4) places to the semi-final rounds. 

      Don’t let the thought or racing an experienced racers scare you away. Be it a 9 second tube chassis 
dedicated drag car to a 19 second show car, we have a bracket for everyone. You will be competing with like 
cars based upon the speed/quickness of your car. If you have not been down a drag strip and are not up to the 
side-by-side racing action you can run in our Test ‘n Tune lane. At your own pace you can run your Pontiac 
down the track. Pontiac’s are born to run and in this way you can legally plant your foot into it and stretch out 
the old Pontiac’s legs. 

Fan Appreciation 
     This is not just a racers’ event…this is a family fun day for all Pontiyakers. Sure we will have a number of 
bracket race classes for the racers along with the prerequisite trophy awards and prizes but we are doing 
something different. We are conducting a Fan Appreciation Drawing to encourage fans to come out to the 
track and see some grr-reat Pontiac racing. With each paid admission entrants will be entered into our Fan 
Appreciation Drawing. Prizes from some of the Pontiac community’s most respected names will be awarded 
throughout the afternoon to those fans in attendance.  At the time of this writing we are proud to announce 
sponsorship support form Pontiac, AllPontiac.com, Jim Wangers Productions, Butler Performance, Hubbes 
Performance, Pacific Performance Racing, and Year One. We are in conversation with several other highly 
identified companies and will make those announcements as sponsorships are finalized. 

Track Admission 
     Track admission is $10 for all entrants. Kids 10 and under are free with an adult admission. Racers will 
purchase their tech card and buy into the day’s race program.  Money brackets buy-in is $45. Trophy brackets 
buy-in is $25. Test ‘n Tune is $15. 

Event T-Shirts 
     Another outstanding piece of artwork has been created by Dave Bell for the event.  This 10-color art will 
be screened on the back of a high quality heavy weight cotton tshirt and will be available in sizes from small 
to 4XL. 



HPP Shootout 
     We are also please to announce that High Performance Pontiac will be conduction one of their shootouts 
at the POCI Drags. We will be assembling 15 cars for this special feature that will run in several issues of the 
magazine. 

Bracket Designations and Rules 
�  NHRA Bracket Rules will apply. 
�  Super Chief (Quick 8) – 12.99 & 
quicker: Super Chief Bracket 
competitors must be a Pontiac bodied 
car or run a “traditional” Pontiac motor. 
GM Corporate motors will be allowed, 
provided the car is a Pontiac. All 
electronics and launch enhancements 
are allowed. Qualifying cars will come 
from the Chief Bracket entries. Cars 
not meeting the Quick 8 will be 
designated to compete in the Chief 
Bracket. 
 
�  Chief Bracket – 12.99 & quicker: 
Chief Bracket competitors must be a 
Pontiac bodied car or run a “traditional” 
Pontiac motor. GM Corporate motors 
will be allowed, provided the car is a 
Pontiac. All electronics and launch 
enhancements are allowed. 
 
�  Warrior Bracket – 11.50 & slower: 
No electronics/delay boxes. 
Transbrakes are allowed. The car 
must be a Pontiac and run a 
“traditional” Pontiac motor or a factory 
authorized and installed motor (77 and 
later). 
 

�  Stock Bracket – 11.50 & slower: 
The Stock bracket is designed for 
stock and stock appearing 
competitors. The car must be a 
Pontiac and run a “traditional” Pontiac 
motor or a factory authorized and 
installed motor (77 and later) and run 
through a closed exhaust system. No 
delay boxes, electronics, transbrakes, 
racecar lettering or slicks allowed. 
DOT approved tires are allowed. 
 
�  FWD Bracket – 11.50 & slower: The 
FWD Bracket is for GM Front-Drive 
cars (ie. Grand Prix, Grand Am, 
Bonneville, etc.). Slicks and DOT tires 
are allowed. 
 
�  TOW Bracket: The TOW Bracket is 
open to all GM trucks and SUVs. 
 
�  Time Only: This class is open to all 
Pontiac/GMC enthusiasts regardless of 
skill level. 
More Information 
For more POCI Drag Race 
information visit the Pontiac Drag Days 
website at www.pontiacdragdays.com 
or call 310-465-0603. 
 

 

 
 
 



Activities for May 2006 
Need More Info? Contact:  Jeff or Alan 

 
May 7th  Sunday 

Daltons Show 
San Macos, Ca 

 
 

Monthly Meeting 
May 9, Tuesday, 2006 

7:00 pm 
At: Filippi's Pizza Grotto in Mira Mesa 

 
May 21rd  

Pontiac Drag Days 
Palmdale, CA 

 
May 27th   

Saturday Night Cruise  
4821 Clairemont Dr. 

Clairemont,  CA 
 
 

For more show/cruise info, check the SDPOCI’s on-line Calendar 
 
 
 

                                             
 

Dennis (DMac) McDonald 
 

 
 

 
 



San Diego Chapter POCI 
Meeting Minutes 

4/11/06 
President Steve Levin called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and announced that the meeting would come to 
order.  
 
Introductions and Guest Speaker: 
Guests: Chris Harnach and his 1970 Grantville convertible, Don Harnach (Chris’s father) 
Darwin and Patricia Ludi and their 1965 GTO 
 
Minutes 
A motion was made by Jim Taylor and seconded by Jerry Beaudry to approve the minutes of March 2006.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Dale Arries reported that the club has $ 2702.15. 
 
Car Council Report:   by Dave Keetch 
Nothing to report at this time. 
 
Racers Report 
4-29-06 Pontiac Drags 
POCI Nationals at Fontana, June 30th 

 
Activities Report    by Alan Sugarman 
4-15-06                 Cops and Rodders Show 
4-23-06                 Motorcars on Mainstreet Coronado 
4-29-06                 Spring Pow Wow Show Simpsons Nursery   
4-30-06                 Heart Beat Happening Show, Bates Nut Farm 
4-12-06                 Weekly El Cajon show starts 
6-07-06                 Weekly La Mesa show starts 
4th Saturday of every month Clairement Show 

 
New Business 

�  John Erdman has made arrangements with an embroidery shop in Poway to put our logo on the club 
jackets, please see him for details. 

�  Director of the Assoc. of  California Car Clubs is  our own Sheldon Jurist, so any questions please see 
Sheldon.  He will be attending the Legislative Conference for California Car Clubs on May 10th, 2006. 

�  Steve showed a video of the Pontiac Heaven drags.  
 

Old Business 
�  JC Dumas has changed the date for the Highway Cleanup.  The new date is Sunday, May 14, 2006.   If 

interested contact JC. 
�  Dale Arries reported that there are still members that have not paid their dues for the year.  Please see 

Dale. 
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dyanna Gallagher, SDPOCI Secretary, April 11, 2006 



San Diego Pontiac Oakland International 
Chapter Officers 

President  
Steve Levin 
760-489-1151 

steve11ca@aol.com 

Vice President  
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Secretary  
Dyanna Madro 
Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

dmadro@cox.net  
 

Treasurer  
Dale Arries 
619-420-6546 

mstoadswildride@juno.com 

Webmaster/E-
Newsletter Editor 
Jeff Gallagher 
760-740-1771 

jgallag@cadence.com 

Activities Director 
Alan Sugarman  
858-451-3275 

alan.sugarman@ngc.com 
 

Historian  
Cindi Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Car Council  
Dave Keetch 
619-442-4182 

63bonnie@sbcglobal.net 

Membership Renewal Information 
 

 San Diego POCI Due's: $35 per year.  Make check payable to S.D. POCI 
 Send check to: 
       S.D. POCI 
      579 Fig Ave.  
Chula Vista, CA 91910-5420 
_________________________________ 
  
For the National POCI  membership renewal, you can now do so online: 
 http://www.poci.org/  go to the "Membership Renewal" tab. 
  
Or by mail: send $31 (add $2 for spouse) or $34 dollars to:  
 P.O. Box 9569 
Bradenton, FL 34206 
Note: Be sure to include your POCI member number when you send your check.  

 


