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NOTES FROM THE CHIEF

August 10, 2026
President’s Notes — San Diego Chapter #58

Pontiac/Oakland Club International

Hello all,

| am writing this as we are homeward bound on the 1-15 South
somewhere in the middle of UT, on a 13-day road trip with
Leigh and our BIG dog Abby. It started from San Diego to
Ilvins, UT for a night with friends of the family, then to Grand
Junction, CO for a night. After that, two nights in Longmont,
CO visiting friends and 5 nights with Leigh’s sister in Hot
Springs (Black Hills), SD. And for the return trip, we stayed a
night in Park City, UT. Now on our way to Las Vegas, NV for a
night at another of Leigh’s sisters, then back home to San
Diego on 8/4. Quite a whirlwind tour through 7 states and
several thousand miles with our big dog in a large rental SUV.
It’s been an awesome journey, despite the record-breaking
temps through all states. The thermometer passing through
Baker, CA was 118 degrees!!!

Even after all this, | am still reeling from the 100" celebration
and POCI convention trip to Pontiac, MI, and we (of course)
are all looking forward to our Cops and Rodders Car Show
coming up in September. Please help if you can and
volunteer for a part in making this event epic.

Take care, stay cool and see you soon!
Dave Whiteman / President SDPOCI
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NOTES FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR

We are in August already! This year is passing by incredibly fast. The weekly
car cruises | have attended in La Mesa, El Cajon, Escondido and Encinitas
(monthly) have been great! Just amazing how this old car hobby continues to
thrive and even grow! | attended JBA Cars and Coffee this past Sunday, always
a fun time on the Mesa! After leaving | followed club member John Tolerico in
his beautiful 1972 blue Trans Am to another Cars and Coffee, this one on
Prospect Street in downtown La Jolla. This was my first time attending and as
you might imagine, there were an abundance of Ferrari’s, Porsche’s, Lambos,
Aston Martin’s and other high end sports vehicles, but there was also a number
of very cool American muscle cars filling the street. There was only one
Pontiac there when John and | arrived, Jerry Diago with his beautiful black
1968 GTO, signed by the Godfather of the GTO himself! John and my Firebirds
attracted a lot of attention amongst the La Jolla crowd! Definitely worth
checking this monthly (second Sunday of the month) car gathering out!

The car community lost a

legendary automotive journalist,

broadcaster and television

personality in late 2024. Courtland

Van Tune, known professionally as

C. Van Tune, the former Motor

Trend editor - in - chief had strong

ties to San Diego and | was

fortunate to attend the dedication

of the C. Van Tune Media Center at

the San Diego Automotive

Museum last month. The new

Media Center honors Van Tune’s

legacy and career in automotive

journalism encouraging future

generations to pursue careers in the automotive industry. The center is located
on the second floor veranda overlooking the museum show field (up the JBA
stairway) and is set up with computers and other automotive research tools as
well as a nice display of C. Van Tune memorabilia. Definitely worth a visit next
time you’re at the SDAM!
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NOTES FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR

As | sit here finalizing the August Newsletter, we are only 41 days away from
our upcoming Cops & Rodders Show on September 20! This is our 20th
Anniversary Cops & Rodders Fall Pow Wow and has all the makings of being a
great show but we need all our members and friends of SDPOCI to spread the
word, pass out flyers, volunteer for day of show support, and of course get
your registrations in! Our monthly meeting is tomorrow night, August 11. JC
will have all the latest news and updates for the show including where we need
additional volunteers. We are also in need of donations for the raffle. Gift
certificates to restaurants, museums, spas, etc are great, as are gift baskets,
car supplies, tools, TV’s, etc. If you already have your raffle donation, feel free
to bring it to the meeting where we will collect them for the show.

Updated Cops and Rodders show flyer with a QR code for on-line registration
is included in the newsletter and is also available on the SDPOCI.COM website
for download.

Also a big shout out to long time members Barbara and John Pluth who
celebrated their 36th wedding anniversary last month! Check out the
Anniversary poster (created by their son) included after Barb’s Secretary notes
in this month’s newsletter and it’s pretty clear what has kept them together for
the last 3 1/2 decades - their love of Pontiacs of course!

Enjoy the ride!
Jim Thomson

SDPOCI Newsletter Editor
jthomson@san.rr.com
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SAN DIEGO POCI CHAPTER #58 MEETING MINUTES

Monthly Club Meeting Minutes — San Diego Chapter #58
PONTIAC/OAKLAND CLUB INT’L
P.O. BOX 1221
POWAY, CA 92074
July 14, 2026 — 6:06 P.M.

Filippi’s Pizza Grotto, Kearny Mesa

President: David Whiteman Vice-President: Brett Stilwagen

Treasurer: Sue Lynn Dumas Secretary: Barbara Ann Pluth
Mission Statement

The San Diego Chapter of the Pontiac-Oakland Club International (POCI) was
founded in 1989. We are a club dedicated to the preservation and enjoyment of
all models of Pontiacs of all years. We drive ‘em, work on ‘em, restore ‘em, break
‘em, put ‘em back together again and have great fun doing it! We are individuals,
couples, and families that enjoy getting together for a variety of activities.

We host an annual Cops and Rodders Fall Pow Wow car show every summer
and patrticipate as a club in other local and regional shows. We hold annual pool
and Christmas parties, participate in many of the San Diego cruise nights,
organize automotive factory, speed shop and museum tours, and join in a variety
of other events throughout the year.

The cars in the club range from Concourse cars, show cars, daily drivers, drag
racers, and cars undergoing restoration.

Our goal is to have FUN while driving our Pontiacs.

CALL TO ORDER

Dave Whiteman called the meeting to order at 6:06 pm and welcomed all in
attendance.

Minutes

A motion was made and seconded to approve the Minutes of May and June. The
motion was carried unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report

Sue Dumas gave an end of the month summary report, including donations, entries,

and flier expense.
Page 1 of 3
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SAN DIEGO POCI CHAPTER #58 MEETING MINUTES

San Diego Association of Car Clubs

Bill Baugh reported that the next SDACC meet-up will be held August 4th at Big
Kahunas on Palm Avenue. There will be a 50/50 contest, the usual trophies, and a
drawing for $500 to donate to charity.

SDACC’s Greatest Show on Turf will be held on September 12 at Clairemont Family
Park. Funds collected pay the insurance premium for all car shows of clubs belonging
to the association.

Upcoming Activities

July 11: Serra Mesa Block Party, 1pm to 7pm. There will be a Linda Ronstadt tribute
band, classic car show, free hot dogs and free water. Proceeds go to benefit the
Garden of Innocence.

August 8: Mopar Club’s All-American Car Show, 8 am-3 pm, Seaport Village
Embarcadero North. All vehicles, all years.

September 5: San Diego AutoSwap, Pechanga Arena. The club has reserved three
spaces. Bring your items to sell, swap, and meet and greet prospective members.
Contact J.C. Dumas for information.

Various car shows, cars and coffee, and cruise nights were discussed as options for
club participation in the future. Jim Thomson and Dave Baker will present options for
the club at the next meeting.

September 12: Greatest Show on Turf, hosted by SDACC, 9am to 2pm., at South
Clairemont Community Park, 36055 Clairemont Dr., San Diego. Proceeds are used to
pay the insurance premium for car shows of member clubs.

September 20: SDPOCI Cops&Rodders Fall Pow Wow (C&RFPW).

(A full list of 2026 events can be found on the SDACC website.)
www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org

New Business

Dave Whiteman voiced kudos to the POCI International Convention organizers for
celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Pontiac Motor Division. He met with other
POCI presidents and found it very informative. Dave said they were duly impressed
with our business cards and the fact that they provide our QR code. Praise was given
to Jim Thomson for the idea of the cards and to Greg Raymond for designing them.
Additionally, kudos were given to place the QR code on our flier for payment to our
car show.

Dave Baker reported on his attendance at Nationals. He conversed with different
chapter reps and had a meeting with people from Sweden and Holland. Dave
Whiteman said that the idea of having a convention in the western United States was

brought up. e

6
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SAN DIEGO POCI CHAPTER #58 MEETING MINUTES

Baker also informed everyone that bricks could be bought for placement at the entry
of the Pontiac Transportation Museum. Individual names, club names, etc., can be
inscribed on the bricks. He will bring additional information to the August meeting.

J.C. and Sue attended the awards ceremony at Nationals. J.C. said approximately 20
awards were presented.

Old Business

C&R Fall Pow Wow. J.C. gave an overview of plans thus far.

After the show, 4-6 people are needed to pick up the trash. Professional judges are
being asked to help judge the cars. Approximately 250 entries are expected.

Thor Eakes and Greg are collaborating to provide t-shirts for the show.

SDPOCI member Beatriz Alexander joined in the conversation. She previously
sponsored a car show in Vista at the Ford dealership and said she would be glad to
help in providing information to help promote our show.

Racing NASCAR Race at the Base - Father’s Day June 14

Jim Thomson said he had no problem with traffic going to Coronado. The races
started at 1pm.

Jay Bittle gave a raving report about the NASCAR first-ever race on an active military
base at Naval Base Coronado in San Diego. He said it was the best ever attended.
He could walk 2/3 of the track. There was tremendous security involved. There were
snipers on every roof, with tripods and binoculars for three days. A three-year
contract has been signed for the same location.

Adjournment

Dave Whiteman adjourned the meeting at 7:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
Barbara Pluth

Barbara Pluth, Secretary

Page 3 of 3
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CAJON CRUISE CONVERTIBLE CLUSTER

JULY 26, 2026
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JBA CARS N’ COFFEE

AUGUST 9, 2026
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SAN DIEGO AUTOMOTIVE MUSEUM

JULY 24, 2026
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SAN DIEGO AUTOMOTIVE MUSEUM

JULY 24, 2026

Greg Raymond’s 1964 GTO, bought new by Greg’s father in
late 1963 while attending West Point Military Academy

17
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" JBA CARS AND COFFEE

SECOND SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH!
NEXT MEET-UP SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 13!
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CLASSIC CARS CAMARADERIE

COURAGE CHARITY

COMMUNITY

WE ARE THE SAN DIEGO PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (SDPOCI), A FUN-
LOVING CHARITY FOCUSED CAR CLUB. IF YOU LOVE PONTIACS, OWN A PONTIAC OR
NOT, YOU CAN JOIN IN ON ALL THE FUN WE HAVE DRIVING OUR CLASSIC CARS ON
CRUISES, GOING TO CAR SHOWS, MEETING FOR PONTIACS & BURGERS, CARS &
COFFEE AT JBA AND OTHER FUN CAR CENTERED EVENTS. WE HAVE A GREAT TIME
PUTTING ON OUR ANNUAL FALL POW WOW CAR SHOW AT THE EMBARCADERO PARK
IN SEAPORT VILLAGE AND WE GATHER FOR A YEARLY HOLIDAY PARTY AND GIFT
EXCHANGE. WE SUPPORT OUR POLICE, MILITARY AND FAMILIES WITH AN ANNUAL
DONATION TO THE SAN DIEGO POLICE MUSEUM, THE FISHER HOUSE AND FLEET
WEEK ORGANIZATION HERE IN SAN DIEGO.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN OUR CAR CLUB?

WE HOLD OUR MONTHLY MEETING AT 6:00 PM ON THE SECOND TUESDAY OF EACH
MONTH (EXCEPT DECEMBER & JANUARY) AT FILLIPT'S PIZZA RESTAURANT, 5353
KEARNY VILLA ROAD, SAN DIEGO. COME TO ENJOY DINNER WITH OTHER FELLOW
MEMBERS AND TALK PONTIACS!

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO JOIN THE CLUB CONTACT JC DUMAS AT
619.405.6319, OR y2kchief@att.net

www.sdpoci.com.

WE’LL SEE YOU ON THE ROAD!
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SDPOCI CAR & MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

PRINT OUT THIS FORM AND GIVE TO JIM THOMSON

August 2026

OWNER: DOES YOUR PONTIAC HAVE A “"NAME"?

YEAR: MAKE: PONTIAC MODEL: COLOR:

ENGINE: CARBS:

TRANSMISSION: INTERIOR COLOR:

OPTIONS?

POWER STEERING? Y / N AIR CONDITIONING? Y / N POWER BRAKES? Y / N
POWER WINDOWS? Y / N ORIGINAL OR RESTORED?

YEARS OWNED? WHERE DID YOU PURCHASE YOUR PONTAC?

WHY DID YOU BUY YOUR PONTIAC?

WHAT DO YOU LIKE BEST ABOUT YOUR CAR AND WHY?

HOW MUCH DO YOU DRIVE YOUR PONTIAC?

DAILY WEEKENDS SUNNY DAYS CAR SHOWS OTHER

WHAT IMPROVEMENTS HAVE YOU MADE TO YOUR PONTIAC SINCE PURCHASE?

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY WITH THIS PONTIAC?

WOULD YOU EVER SELL YOUR PONTIAC? Y / N

WHAT OTHER PONTIACS WOULD YOU LIKE TO OWN?

HAVE YOU OWNED ANY OTHER PONTIACS OR COLLECTOR CARS?

ANY OTHER FACTS OR DETAILS ABOUT YOUR PONTIAC:

25
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HELPFUL LINKS

SAN DIEGO PONTIAC CLUB INT'LL www.sdpoci.com
PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INT'Lwww.poci.org
PHS — PONTIAC HISTORICAL SERVICES http://www.phs-online.com/

SAN DIEGO ASSOCIATION OF CAR CLUBS
https://www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org/

GOOD OLE BOYS SAN DIEGO CAR CLUB www.goodoleboyssandiego.com/

GOLDWORKS GALLERY www.goldworksgallery.com
STP BAR & GRILL http://stpbar-n-grill.com/
JBA SPEED SHOP www.jbaspeedshop.com

FRANK’S PONTIAC PARTS www.frankspontiacparts.com
SDPOCI FACEBOOK https://www.facebook.com/groups/297365626982799/
SDPOCI INSTAGRAM https.//www.instagram.com/sandiegopontiacclub/
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SAN DIEGO PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB
CHAPTER 58 OFFICERS CONTACT

PRESIDENT
DAVE WHITEMAN
619.838.1973
dwgolilgto@hotmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
BRETT STILWAGEN
619.630.3259
brettstilwagen@gmail.com

TREASURER

SUE DUMAS

619.405.6318
sdumas4@att.net

SECRETARY
BARBARA PLUTH
760.213.0861
barbnjohnl@cox.net

ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN
J.C. DUMAS
619.405.6319

y2kchief@att.net

CLUB HISTORIAN &
CAR SHOW CHAIRMAN
J.C. DUMAS
619.405.6319
y2kchief@att.net

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
JIM THOMSON
858.203.5490
jthomson@san.rr.com

ASST. NEWSLETTER
EDITOR/WEBMASTER
GREG RAYMOND
619.889.2008
sdweb@cox.net

FALL POW WOW CAR SHOW SEPTEMBER 28, 2025! |
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JOIN THE PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI)

We Invite You To Join!

Keeping The Pontiac Legacy Alive...

Formed in 1972 by a small group of enthusiasts who wanted to pool as much Pontiac and Oakland
information as was possible, the first convention was held the following year in Camp Hill, Pennsyl-
vania. Since then, POCI chapters have formed all over the country and POCI Conventions have
been held every year in a variety of locations. The events include a car show, tech seminars,
presentations, drag racing and a great swap meet. GMC trucks were included in 1998, due to their
close relation to Pontiac.

The club’s magazine, Smoke Signals, also started in 1972 and has evolved into a world-class,
award-winning monthly that continues to raise the bar for non-commercial publications. Smoke Sig-
nals was redesigned in 2006 and again in 2013. Today, it is a 92 to100-page, full-color publication
printed on heavyweight paper and also comes in digital form.

We are very excited with the future of the Pontiac hobby and we invite you to join POCI and start
receiving Smoke Signals. Please note that members get access to download our digital editions
that go all the way back to 2006.

We welcome anyone and everyone with an interest in Pontiacs, Oaklands and GMCs of any age or
type to join us. Just use the membership form provided and get in on the action.

Whether you have an early Pontiac, a muscle-era GTO or Firebird, a full-sized Wide Tracker or
late-model Trans Am, Solstice, or G8, we have a place for you and your car.

We thank you for your time and look forward to seeing you at a POCI event soon!

Annual Membership Fees

Worldwide Electronic-Membership
(downloadable version of Smoke Signals, no magazine is mailed): $25

United States Membership: $45

Outside of U.S. Membership: $74

All memberships except E-memberships come with two free associate memberships. Associate
members are spouse/significant other and/or a dependent child, 19 years old or younger living with
you.

Join Online at www.poci.org -Visa, Mastercard, Discover accepted

Call the Club Office for more information
(763) 479-2111

Web Site: www.poci.org
Facebook: Pontiac Oakland Club
E-Mail: pociworldha@aol.com
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858.495.3395
5675 Kearny Villa Road
San Diego, CA 92123
Email: info@jbaracing.co

m

YOUR AD| YOUR AD
HERE! HERE

YOUR AD
HERE

Articles, letters and editorial
comments found in the War Whoop
newsletter represent the views and
opinions of the individual authors and
are not necessarily those of the San
Diego Pontiac Oakland Club
International or any of its officers or
members.
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C . VAN TUNE

Check out our website at
www.sdpoci.com for up to date
information on ¢lub activities,

newsletter downloads, membership

forms and owners showcase!

A

SDPOCI

August 2026

SAN DIEGO PONTIAC CLUB

The San Diego Chapter of the Pontiac Oakland Club
International (POCI) was founded in 1989. We are a
club dedicated to the preservation and enjoyment of all
models of Pontiacs of all years. We drive ‘em, work on
‘em, polish ‘em, restore ‘em, break ‘em, put ‘em back
together again and have great fun doing it! We are indi-
viduals, couples, and families that enjoy getting togeth-
er for a variety of activities. We host an annual Fall Pow
-Wow car show every summer, and participate as a club
in other local and regional shows. We hold annual pool
and Christmas parties, participate in many of the San
Diego cruise nights, organize automotive factory, speed
shop and museum tours, and join in a variety of other
events throughout the year. The cars in the club range
from Concourse cars, show cars, daily drivers, drag rac-
ers, and cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to

have FUN while driving our Pontiacs.

The War Whoop is the
official publication of the
San Diego Chapter # 58 of
the Pontiac-Oakland Club
International. Please email
articles and associated
pictures to Jim Thomson
at the address below.
Deadline for inclusion in
the next months
newsletter is the 20th of
the preceding month of
publication. Classified ads
for members are free of
charge. For advertising
rates contact the editor, at
jthomson@san.rr.com
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