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NOTES FROM THE CHIEF

January 7, 2026

President’s Notes — San Diego Chapter #58 Pontiac/Oakland
Club International

Happy New Year everyone! We celebrated the start of the New Year at Dave
Keetch’s house in Las Vegas. Normally Dave has an awesome view of fire-
works on the strip and around Vegas from his upper porch, but this year it
was raining and very hazy. We did see some fireworks but the explosions
were great and went on for quite a while. We also went to the Sphere to
see the Wizard of Oz. It was awesome! Dave highly recommended it as he
already went when his other friends were in town. Our friend Laura treat-
ed us with tickets for our Christmas gift. Thank you, Laura!

The Christmas party at Filippis was a lot of fun again this year. The gift ex-
change was lively as usual. There will be no official minutes printed for
December as it was a casual evening get together.

Our inauguration brunch is Sunday the 11" in Old Town at the Tequila Fac-

tory. We will also be collecting membership dues for 2026 at the brunch.
Cash and checks will be accepted for the brunch and membership dues.

| enjoyed being the Club President for 2025. We all had some great adven-
tures this past year at the car shows near and far, and all the regular com-
munity events. I’'m happy to be passing on the officer position of Presi-
dent to another veteran member. | want to thank the officers who served
this past year, and those who will continue in the volunteer positions or as
officer this year. The new officers and club positions will be announced at
the brunch.

The brunch will serve as the January meeting, so no meeting will be held
on the 2" Tuesday this month at Filippis. Hope to see you all on Sunday!
You may want to bring a sweater or jacket, as it can be a bit cool out on
their patio. They do have the outdoor heaters running, but check the
weather forecast.

Keep on Cruising — Sue Dumas, SDPOCI President
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NOTES FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR

| hope everyone had a wonderful Holiday and a Happy New Years surrounded
by family and friends! Your club wrapped up 2025 by delivering a Goat full (as
opposed to a boat full!) of Christmas presents to the CHP in Kearny Mesa on
Dec. 20. Many thanks to the JBA Team for hosting the collection of toys at the
JBA Speed Shop and promoting the toy drive on their website and at their
Cars and Coffee events! We have some pictures in this months newsletter of
the delivery of the presents to the CHP.

Lots to look forward to in 2026. We start out the year with the annual SoCal
BOP Show n’ Shine at the Fullerton Airport on Jan. 31. Stay tuned for caravan
plans! Flyer and registration form are included in the newsletter.

Our friends in the Phoenix Valley of the Sun POCI Chapter are holding their
annual show in Mesa, AZ on March 22. A number of us made the trek out to
the desert last year for the show and had a great time! Flyer also in the
newsletter.

In April, two great events! The Annual GoodGuys Del Mar Nationals at the
Fairgrounds takes place the weekend of April 11/12 and two weeks later on
April 26 is the La Jolla Concours d’Elegance!

And of course the National POCI Convention celebrating the 100th
Anniversary of the Pontiac brand will take place in where else but Pontiac, Ml
June 23-27! Registration is now open on the POCl.org website.

And the 20th Anniversary edition of the SDPOCI Cops and Rodders Fall Pow
Wow will be held on the Embarcadero on
Sunday Sept. 28th!

Buckle up and hold on! It’s going to be a
great ride!

Jim Thomson
SDPOCI Newsletter Editor
jthomson@san.rr.com
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SAN DIEGO POCI CHAPTER #58 MEETING MINUTES

No formal meeting in January as per tradition,
we held our annual Officer’s Installation
Brunch at the Tequila Factory in Old Town.
See pictures from this fun event in this
month’s newsletter.
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SDPOCI OFFICER’S INSTALLATION BRUNCH

JAN. 11, 2026
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SDPOCI/JBA SPEED SHOP TOY DRIVE

Two of Santa’s Helpers Showed up at JBA Cars
& Coffee to Assist with the Toy Drive!
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SDPOCI/JBA SPEED SHOP TOY DRIVE

Loading up the toys at JBA!

Delivering the toys to the CHP!




AWARD WINNING
SAN DIEGO PONTIAC JANUARY 2026
OAKLAND CLUB INT"I

JBA CARS AND COFFEE

SECOND SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH!
NEXT MEET-UP FEBRUARY 8!

REMEMBER TO BRING AN UNWRAPPED TOY FOR THE PONTIAC
CLUB JBA TOY DRIVE!
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SAN DIEGO AUTO MUSEUM CARS AND COFFEE

Wake Up to Cars & Coffee at San Diego Auto-
motive Museum Every 3rd Sunday of Month

Cars of all makes and models from owners in the
community will be on display, while guests enjoy
free coffee and donuts. The public is invited to
bring vehicles to show in the parking lot as well.
Those who attend also can view exhibits on display
in the museum, for discounted admission of $10 for
those who arrive before 10 a.m.
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CLASSIC CARS CAMARADERIE

COURAGE CHARITY

COMMUNITY

WE ARE THE SAN DIEGO PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (SDPOCI), A FUN-
LOVING CHARITY FOCUSED CAR CLUB. IF YOU LOVE PONTIACS, OWN A PONTIAC OR
NOT, YOU CAN JOIN IN ON ALL THE FUN WE HAVE DRIVING OUR CLASSIC CARS ON
CRUISES, GOING TO CAR SHOWS, MEETING FOR PONTIACS & BURGERS, CARS &
COFFEE AT JBA AND OTHER FUN CAR CENTERED EVENTS. WE HAVE A GREAT TIME
PUTTING ON OUR ANNUAL FALL POW WOW CAR SHOW AT THE EMBARCADERO PARK
IN SEAPORT VILLAGE AND WE GATHER FOR A YEARLY HOLIDAY PARTY AND GIFT
EXCHANGE. WE SUPPORT OUR POLICE, MILITARY AND FAMILIES WITH AN ANNUAL
DONATION TO THE SAN DIEGO POLICE MUSEUM, THE FISHER HOUSE AND FLEET
WEEK ORGANIZATION HERE IN SAN DIEGO.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN OUR CAR CLUB?

WE HOLD OUR MONTHLY MEETING AT 6:00 PM ON THE SECOND TUESDAY OF EACH
MONTH (EXCEPT DECEMBER & JANUARY) AT FILLIPT'S PIZZA RESTAURANT, 5353
KEARNY VILLA ROAD, SAN DIEGO. COME TO ENJOY DINNER WITH OTHER FELLOW
MEMBERS AND TALK PONTIACS!

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO JOIN THE CLUB CONTACT JC DUMAS AT
619.405.6319, OR y2kchief@att.net

www.sdpoci.com.

WE’LL SEE YOU ON THE ROAD!
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SDPOCI CAR & MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

PRINT OUT THIS FORM AND GIVE TO JIM THOMSON

JANUARY 2026

OWNER: DOES YOUR PONTIAC HAVE A “"NAME"?

YEAR: MAKE: PONTIAC MODEL: COLOR:

ENGINE: CARBS:

TRANSMISSION: INTERIOR COLOR:

OPTIONS?

POWER STEERING? Y / N AIR CONDITIONING? Y / N POWER BRAKES? Y / N
POWER WINDOWS? Y / N ORIGINAL OR RESTORED?

YEARS OWNED? WHERE DID YOU PURCHASE YOUR PONTAC?

WHY DID YOU BUY YOUR PONTIAC?

WHAT DO YOU LIKE BEST ABOUT YOUR CAR AND WHY?

HOW MUCH DO YOU DRIVE YOUR PONTIAC?

DAILY WEEKENDS SUNNY DAYS CAR SHOWS OTHER

WHAT IMPROVEMENTS HAVE YOU MADE TO YOUR PONTIAC SINCE PURCHASE?

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY WITH THIS PONTIAC?

WOULD YOU EVER SELL YOUR PONTIAC? Y / N

WHAT OTHER PONTIACS WOULD YOU LIKE TO OWN?

HAVE YOU OWNED ANY OTHER PONTIACS OR COLLECTOR CARS?

ANY OTHER FACTS OR DETAILS ABOUT YOUR PONTIAC:
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HELPFUL LINKS

SAN DIEGO PONTIAC CLUB INT'LL www.sdpoci.com
PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INT'Lwww.poci.org
PHS — PONTIAC HISTORICAL SERVICES http://www.phs-online.com/

SAN DIEGO ASSOCIATION OF CAR CLUBS
https://www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org/

GOOD OLE BOYS SAN DIEGO CAR CLUB www.goodoleboyssandiego.com/

GOLDWORKS GALLERY www.goldworksgallery.com
STP BAR & GRILL http://stpbar-n-grill.com/
JBA SPEED SHOP www.jbaspeedshop.com

FRANK’S PONTIAC PARTS www.frankspontiacparts.com
SDPOCI FACEBOOK https://www.facebook.com/groups/297365626982799/
SDPOCI INSTAGRAM https.//www.instagram.com/sandiegopontiacclub/
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SAN DIEGO PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB
CHAPTER 58 OFFICERS CONTACT

PRESIDENT
DAVE WHITEMAN
619.838.1973
dwgolilgto@hotmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
BRETT STILWAGEN
619.630.3259
brettstilwagen@gmail.com

TREASURER

SUE DUMAS

619.405.6318
sdumas4@att.net

SECRETARY
BARBARA PLUTH
760.213.0861
barbnjohnl@cox.net

ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN
J.C. DUMAS
619.405.6319

y2kchief@att.net

CLUB HISTORIAN &
CAR SHOW CHAIRMAN
J.C. DUMAS
619.405.6319
y2kchief@att.net

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
JIM THOMSON
858.203.5490
jthomson@san.rr.com

ASST. NEWSLETTER EDITOR
GREG RAYMOND
619.889.2008
sdweb@cox.net

FALL POW WOW CAR SHOW SEPTEMBER 28, 2025! |
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JOIN THE PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI)

We Invite You To Join!

Keeping The Pontiac Legacy Alive...

Formed in 1972 by a small group of enthusiasts who wanted to pool as much Pontiac and Oakland
information as was possible, the first convention was held the following year in Camp Hill, Pennsyl-
vania. Since then, POCI chapters have formed all over the country and POCI Conventions have
been held every year in a variety of locations. The events include a car show, tech seminars,
presentations, drag racing and a great swap meet. GMC trucks were included in 1998, due to their
close relation to Pontiac.

The club’s magazine, Smoke Signals, also started in 1972 and has evolved into a world-class,
award-winning monthly that continues to raise the bar for non-commercial publications. Smoke Sig-
nals was redesigned in 2006 and again in 2013. Today, it is a 92 to100-page, full-color publication
printed on heavyweight paper and also comes in digital form.

We are very excited with the future of the Pontiac hobby and we invite you to join POCI and start
receiving Smoke Signals. Please note that members get access to download our digital editions
that go all the way back to 2006.

We welcome anyone and everyone with an interest in Pontiacs, Oaklands and GMCs of any age or
type to join us. Just use the membership form provided and get in on the action.

Whether you have an early Pontiac, a muscle-era GTO or Firebird, a full-sized Wide Tracker or
late-model Trans Am, Solstice, or G8, we have a place for you and your car.

We thank you for your time and look forward to seeing you at a POCI event soon!

Annual Membership Fees

Worldwide Electronic-Membership
(downloadable version of Smoke Signals, no magazine is mailed): $25

United States Membership: $45

Outside of U.S. Membership: $74

All memberships except E-memberships come with two free associate memberships. Associate
members are spouse/significant other and/or a dependent child, 19 years old or younger living with
you.

Join Online at www.poci.org -Visa, Mastercard, Discover accepted

Call the Club Office for more information
(763) 479-2111

Web Site: www.poci.org
Facebook: Pontiac Oakland Club
E-Mail: pociworldha@aol.com
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858.495.3395
5675 Kearny Villa Road
San Diego, CA 92123
Email: info@jbaracing.co

m

YOUR AD| YOUR AD
HERE! HERE

YOUR AD
HERE

Articles, letters and editorial
comments found in the War Whoop
newsletter represent the views and
opinions of the individual authors and
are not necessarily those of the San
Diego Pontiac Oakland Club
International or any of its officers or
members.
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Check out our website at
www.sdpoci.com for up to date
information on ¢lub activities,

newsletter downloads, membership

forms and owners showcase!

A

SDPOCI

JANUARY 2026

SAN DIEGO PONTIAC CLUB

The San Diego Chapter of the Pontiac Oakland Club
International (POCI) was founded in 1989. We are a
club dedicated to the preservation and enjoyment of all
models of Pontiacs of all years. We drive ‘em, work on
‘em, polish ‘em, restore ‘em, break ‘em, put ‘em back
together again and have great fun doing it! We are indi-
viduals, couples, and families that enjoy getting togeth-
er for a variety of activities. We host an annual Fall Pow
-Wow car show every summer, and participate as a club
in other local and regional shows. We hold annual pool
and Christmas parties, participate in many of the San
Diego cruise nights, organize automotive factory, speed
shop and museum tours, and join in a variety of other
events throughout the year. The cars in the club range
from Concourse cars, show cars, daily drivers, drag rac-
ers, and cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to

have FUN while driving our Pontiacs.

The War Whoop is the
official publication of the
San Diego Chapter # 58 of
the Pontiac-Oakland Club
International. Please email
articles and associated
pictures to Jim Thomson
at the address below.
Deadline for inclusion in
the next months
newsletter is the 20th of
the preceding month of
publication. Classified ads
for members are free of
charge. For advertising
rates contact the editor, at
jthomson@san.rr.com
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