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NOTES FROM THE CHIEF 

 
 
 
     

March 2, 2025 
 President’s Notes – San Diego Chapter #58 Pontiac/Oakland 

Club International 
As most of you already know, Les Chase passed away 
peacefully on February 10th . Several club members attended his 
memorial service held at the Miramar National Cemetery. Les 
received a Military Memorial Service with an Honors Team.  Taps 
were played and the U.S. flag honors was conducted in memory 
of a service member and the presentation of the flag in tribute of 
lasting importance to our service members, veterans, and their 
families.  Les’s wife Lori was presented with his flag. Afterward a 
small reception was held at the Glenn for Les’s family and close 
friends. In tribute to Les and his idea of a celebration, we 
brought two gallons of Chili from STP Bar-n-Grill and an 18 pack 
of Coors light beer to the reception.  We wanted Les’s 
celebration of life to be done as he liked to do, making his 
signature chili and sharing a few brews with friends and family. 
The chili was provided in lieu of flowers from our Club. Farewell 
Les, you will be greatly missed. Until we Cruise Again! 
We still have a few members planning to attend the BOPC Car 
Show hosted by the Valley of the Sun Pontiacs in Mesa, Arizona 
on March 30th. Jim Thomson is coordinating a Saturday (Mar. 29)
cruise and meet-up with their club and will provide information 
at our next meeting. If you can make the trip, it ought to be a 
good time and it would be nice for our members to support the 
Valley Of The Sun Pontiac Chapter. We’re hoping to have a new 
top for our convertible for the show, time will tell. 
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NOTES FROM THE CHIEF 

 
 
 
 
JC and I participated in Roland Short’s SDPOCI Car Club 
Cruise on Saturday, February 22nd.  It was a wonderful cruise, 
with the most beautiful weather and great scenery along the 
way. The brunch stop at the Rainbow Oaks Restaurant proved 
to be a good choice. The meals we had were all delicious and 
plenty of food! We’re still planning to attend the annual 
Midnight at the Oasis held in Yuma, Arizona taking place from 
March 7th through the 9th. Rain is predicted for the ride there, 
so hopefully we can still take our classic cars if the weather 
man is wrong.  We’ve put out information about the event in 
the past, so if you’re interested go to the website https://
www.midnightattheoasis.net for current venue information 
and ticket prices.  
To all current and future members. Membership dues are 
traditionally collected in January and February for our annual 
memberships.  A single membership is $25, with a spouse or 
significant other added for an additional $5 with your 
registration.  Forms for registration can be found in our 
newsletter and mailed with checks to the P.O. box given on the 
form.  Please complete the form, even if you are an existing 
member, so all information is current for record keeping 
purposes of the club.  I did receive a few more memberships 
in February, so thank you for your continued membership and 
welcome to the new members who have joined us.     
Keep on Cruising!  – Sue Dumas, SDPOCI President 
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NOTES FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Putting together this months newsletter was a difficult task as SDPOCI lost 
one of our long time and beloved members when Les Chase passed on Feb. 
10.  I didn’t know Les as long or was as close to him as some of our 
members but I still knew him for over 25 years. He and his beautiful wife 
Lori were always a pleasure to be around, always opening up their home for 
club events. This issue of the War Whoop is dedicated to the life of Les 
Chase, at least from his love for all things Pontiac. I’m sure he had other 
interests and passions but Pontiacs were certainly high on his list. I have 
included pictures from past newsletters, all the way back to 2002, of Les 
participating in club events. Seeing these older pictures, some with other 
beloved members that have since passed, was a somber yet uplifting task 
as it brought back many memories of all the good times we have had as a 
club over the years. RIP Les. 
 
Looking ahead to the weekend of March 28 - 30 for the Valley of the Sun 
POCI Chapter BOPC Car Show In The Desert in Mesa, AZ! Information, flyer 
and registration details are included in newsletter. The AZ Chapter has 
planned a cruise for Saturday am, Mar. 29 and a weekly cruise-in for that 
afternoon, followed by the chapter’s annual BOPC show on Sunday. Please 
contact me directly for details if you are interested in joining in on the fun 
and not yet signed up. Should be a great weekend in the desert! 
 
Next month I hope to have a wrap-up on the trip out to the desert as well as 
the next chapter of Greg Raymond’s venture to build the ultimate tribute of 
the 1964 Royal Bobcat GTO “Blue Car” utilized in the 1964 Car and Driver 
GTO vs GTO Road Test!  
 
Enjoy each day with your family, loved ones, 
friends and favorite Pontiacs! 
 
Jim Thomson 
SDPOCI Newsletter Editor 
jthomson@san.rr.com 
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Monthly Club Meeting Minutes – San Diego Chapter #58 

PONTIAC/OAKLAND CLUB INT’L 
P.O. BOX 1221 

POWAY, CA 92074 
Date and Time: February 11, 2025 – 6:11 pm 

Filippi’s Pizza Grotto, Kearny Mesa 
President: Sue Lynn Dumas Vice-President: David Whiteman 
Treasurer: Sue Lynn Dumas Secretary: Barbara Ann Pluth 
Mission Statement 

The San Diego Chapter of the Pontiac-Oakland Club International (POCI) was founded on 
July 10, 1991. We are a club dedicated to the preservation and enjoyment of all models of 
Pontiacs of all years. We drive ‘em, work on ‘em, restore ‘em, break ‘em, put ‘em back 
together again and have great fun doing it! We are individuals, couples, and families that enjoy 
getting together for a variety of activities. 

We host an annual Cops and Rodders Fall Pow Wow car show every summer and participate 
as a club in other local and regional shows. We hold annual pool and Christmas parties, 
participate in many of the San Diego cruise nights, organize automotive factory, speed shop 
and museum tours, and join in a variety of other events throughout the year. 

The cars in the club range from Concourse cars, show cars, daily drivers, drag racers, and 
cars undergoing restoration.  

Our goal is to have FUN while driving our Pontiacs. 

Meeting: 
Vice President David Whiteman called the meeting to order at 6:11 p.m. President Susan 
Dumas was caught in traffic and arrived a short time later.  
New members and attendees were invited to introduce themselves and share their Pontiac 
stories with club members: 
• Ivory Anderson owns a 1967 GTO which he says was a piece of metal when he bought 

it. It took 4.5 years to rebuild and he’s had it on the road about 3.5 years. It’s a custom 
color which he likens to maroon. Ivory was a prior member of the club, who we are happy 
to see again, and he brought his friend, Shane Roberts. 

• Shane Roberts joined the meeting with his wife and son. He owns a 1989 light metallic 
blue Firebird Formula. 

• Mark and Jennifer Hass. Mark purchased his 1973 Grand Am from Eddy Roche Pontiac 
in Wheaton, Illinois. It was nearly complete on the frame off restoration in 1989. When he 
came back from a Navy cruise, it was gone. He found it 17 years later at the Ace Towing 
Yard in East County. He’s in the finishing stages of restoring it for the third time. 

 

SAN DIEGO POCI CHAPTER #58 MEETING MINUTES 
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David asked all members to introduce themselves and share their histories of 
ownership which was very interesting to new members, as well as existing members. 
At this point, Susan Dumas arrived and chaired the meeting.  
Sue shared the sad news that member Les Chase had passed away. She said Les 
was known for converting his GTO from a left side driver to a right side driver. He 
competed in the Thunder Down Under car race that takes place on the salt flats of 
Lake Gairdner in South Australia. He will be remembered for his great smile, his 
mechanical ingenuity, and the Christmas parties he and Lori hosted for the club. He 
also loved to make chili and it was always his gift to members at the Swap Meet.  
Les passed away February 10. His memorial service will be held later this month.  
 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  
Sue reported that the club has 29 active members. She also submitted a typed report 
stating that income derived from memberships was $475 for 2025. The club 
subsidized $260 for members at the Installation of Officers breakfast at the Tequila 
Factory in Old Town San Diego. The administrative fee of $35 was paid to the San 
Diego Port District for our 2025 Cops & Rodders Fall Pow Wow car show.  
At this time, it was noted that the Minutes of November 12 were not approved at the 
December 17 meeting.  
MOTION: 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the Minutes of November 12 and 
December 17, 2024. The motion passed unanimously. 

Upcoming Activities:  
February 22, 2025 – Activities Director Roland Short shared plans for the upcoming 
cruise to Rainbow Oaks Restaurant. Members in the southern part of San Diego 
County will meet at JBA at 9:30 a.m., then travel to a meeting point north to join with 
North County participants. 
March 28 - 30 – Mesa, AZ - 27th Anniversary BOPC (Buick, Oldsmobile, Pontiac and 
Cadillac) Car Show hosted by the Valley of the Sun POCI Chapter in Mesa, AZ. 
Contact Jim Thomson if you are interested in attending (jthomson@san.rr.com). 
Plans are to depart San Diego on Friday, March 28, take a cruise with the AZ 
Chapter, attend Cruise In event Sat. evening, followed by the car show on Sunday.  

SAN DIEGO POCI CHAPTER #58 MEETING MINUTES 
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It’s approximately a 5.5 hour drive to Mesa. Those planning to attend are J.C. and 
Sue Dumas, Jim and Lissa Thomson, Roland Short and Sergio DaSilva. 
May - Dave reminded everyone of the Swap Meet in May. It will be held at the Chula 
Vista Amphitheatre this year. In prior years it was held at the Pechanga Arena. He 
said it’s worthwhile to attend as it provides the opportunity to find those elusive car 
parts you’ve been looking for. 
May 10 – SoCal All-Pontiac show at Fullerton Airport. Members were also reminded 
to put it on their calendars. 
September 28, 2025 – This is the official date for the Cops & Rodders Fall Pow Wow.  
New Business: 
Bill reported that the San Diego Association of Car Clubs is calling their gatherings 
“Meet-Ups” in lieu of “Meetings”. Its next meet-up on April 1 will be held at the Classic 
Malt Shop in Point Loma, where there will be music, drawings, prizes and a 50/50 
raffle. The Council also awards $500 to the charity of one lucky chosen club. Meet-
ups will be held every other month on the first Tuesday of April, June, August and 
October. 
Bill informed club members that a new law, AB 2807, was signed into law on January 
1, 2025. He said the bill states that any person may be prosecuted if they are a 
spectator of a race on streets and even on private property.  
AB 2807, Section 1. 23109. (a) A person shall not engage in a motor vehicle speed 
contest on a highway or in an off street parking facility…  (b) A person shall not aid or 
abet in a motor vehicle speed contest on a highway or in an off street parking facility. 
Bill suggested that everyone read the Assembly Bill for clarification. 
Old Business 
Bill asked if Sue had reached the Fisher House representative and was told “yes”. 
Sue said donations to Fleet Week and to the San Diego Police Museum were 
complete. 
It was noted that the January Installation of Officers was a success.  
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:02 p.m. by Sue Dumas. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Barbara Pluth 
Barbara Pluth, Secretary 
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Greetings friends and family. I’m J.C. Dumas, a good friend of Les. 
Les and I shared a love for the Pontiac Hobby. I met Les while 
cruising Rancho Penasquitos bird dogging GTOs. Les had a ’65 
GTO body next to his house.  A knock on the door and a brief 
conversation and that was it. Les joined our newly formed Pontiac 
Club and quickly became a great contributing member sharing his 
knowledge, expertise, and willingness to help on projects our 
members sought help with.  Les and Lori graciously opened their 
home to the Pontiac Club, San Diego Chapter and the Australian 
Chapter.  Les was a multitasker, not only did he golf regularly and 
do construction projects, and in his spare time built a right-hand 
drive ’67 GTO and showed it across the country.  Most of all, while 
tipping a can of Coors light beer together, Les would tell me how 
much he loved his family and adored his wonderful wife Lori. RIP 
Les. 
 
 
 

EULOGY FOR LES CHASE AS DELIVERED BY JC DUMAS 

Les attended our Officers Installation Brunch at the Old Tequila 

Factory in Jan. 2024. Here JC is introducing Les to some of the 

“newer” members of the club 
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REMEMBERING LES CHASE 

Les (center, white shirt) was an active participant in SDPOCI’s High-

way Clean-up service. Also included in the picture is Les’s son Steve 
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Same party above with Duncan 

and Linda Abrams and Greg 

Raymond 

REMEMBERING LES CHASE 

Les and Lori attended the club Holi-

day Party hosted by Jim & Lissa 

Thomson on Dec. 19, 2009. Pictured 

above with Les are Sheldon Jurist, 

Cindy Keetch and Lissa Thomson 

This picture is from June 27, 2009 on Pontiac Day at the 

Del Mar Fairgrounds 
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REMEMBERING LES CHASE 

Les and Lori hosted the Club’s 

Holiday Party on Dec. 8, 2012. 

Looks like Les is ignoring JC tell-

ing another of his Greek jokes! 

Les and Lori also hosted the 

Club’s Holiday Party in 2019!  

Les and Lori with long time friend and Club President Sue Dumas at Officers 

Installation Brunch 2024 keeping an eye on the Champagne flow! 
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REMEMBERING LES CHASE 

Les was featured in our July 2009 SDPOCI War Whoop newsletter as part 

of our Back-In-The-Day monthly feature 
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REMEMBERING LES CHASE 
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Our friends in the Valley of the Sun POCI Chapter  in 
Phoenix are hosting their 27th Anniversary BOPC 
(Buick, Oldsmobile, Pontiac and Cadillac) Car Show on 
Sunday March 30, 2025 and have invited SDPOCI 
members to participate!  

Plans are to depart SD for AZ sometime Friday am, 
March 28 and spend two nights out in the Mesa area. 
The AZ Chapter has planned a couple of  really 
awesome events for us on Saturday March 29 followed 
of course by the BOPC Show on Sunday. If you are 
interested in joining in on this trek to the desert, please 
notify your newsletter editor at jthomson@san.rr.com . 

More details of departure time and recommended hotel 
will be forthcoming soon!  See some pictures on the 
following pages of the sites we will see! 

 

VALLEY OF THE SUN PONTIAC SHOW 2025 
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Plan for Saturday am is a really awesome  cruise to 
Tortilla Flats. Lots of desert (well-maintained asphalt 
highway!) and mountain scenery with plenty of curves 
and fun driving! Tortilla Flats is an old western town 
with great history. We’ll tour the town and stop for 
lunch. Go to www.tortillaflataz.com for more info. 

 

VALLEY OF THE SUN PONTIAC SHOW 2025 
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Later in the Saturday afternoon we’ll cruise on over to 
the Pavillion’s Car Show/Cruise-In Event. This is the 
longest consecutive running Car Show/Cruise-In Event 
in the World! It holds the Guinness Book of Records for 
such an event! The Pavillion’s are located on the Salt 
River Pima Indian Reservation and is a large area with 
over 50 stores and restaurants. 

 

VALLEY OF THE SUN PONTIAC SHOW 2025 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH!  

NEXT MEET-UP MARCH 9! 

JBA CARS AND COFFEE 
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SAN DIEGO AUTO MUSEUM CARS AND COFFEE 

Cars of all makes and models from owners in the 
community will be on display, while guests enjoy 
free coffee and donuts. The public is invited to 
bring vehicles to show in the parking lot as well. 
Those who attend also can view exhibits on display 
in the museum, for discounted admission of $10 for 
those who arrive before 10 a.m.  

Wake Up to Cars & Coffee at San Diego Auto-
motive Museum Every 3rd Sunday of Month 
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WE ARE THE SAN DIEGO PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (SDPOCI), A FUN-

LOVING  CARITY FOCUSED CAR CLUB. IF YOU LOVE PONTIACS, OWN A PONTIAC OR 

NOT, YOU CAN JOIN IN ON ALL THE FUN WE HAVE DRIVING OUR CLASSIS CARS ON 

CRUISES, GOING TO CAR SHOWS, MEETING FOR PONTIACS & BURGERS, CARS & 

COFFEE AT JBA AND OTHER FUN CAR CENTERED EVENTS. WE HAVE A GREAT TIME 

PUTTING ON OUR ANNUAL FALL POW WOW CAR SHOW AT THE EMBARCADERO PARK 

IN SEAPORT VILLAGE AND WE GATHER FOR A YEARLY HOLIDAY PARTY AND GIFT 

EXCHANGE. OUR CAR CLUB PERFORMS HIGHWAY CLEANUP COMMUNITY SERVICE, 

WE SUPPORT OUR MILITARY AND FAMILIES WITH AN ANNUAL DONATION TO THE 

FISHER HOUSE HERE IN SAN DIEGO. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN OUR CAR CLUB? 

WE HOLD OUR MONTHLY MEETING AT 6:00 PM ON THE SECOND TUESDAY OF EACH 

MONTH (EXCEPT DECEMBER & JANUARY) AT FILLIPI’S PIZZA RESTAURANT, 5353 

KEARNY VILLA ROAD, SAN DIEGO. COME TO ENJOY DINNER WITH OTHER FELLOW 

MEMBERS AND TALK PONTIACS.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO JOIN THE CLUB CONTACT JC DUMAS, VICE 

PRESIDENT AT 619.405.6319, OR sdpoci@hotmail.com. 

www.sdpoci.com. 

WE’LL SEE YOU ON THE ROAD! 

 

 

   CLASSIC CARS                               CAMARADERIE 

 

       

                

      COURAGE                                            CHARITY 

 

COMMUNITY                                 

mailto:sdpoci@hotmail.com
http://www.sdpoci.com
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HELPFUL LINKS 
 

SAN DIEGO PONTIAC CLUB INT’L  www.sdpoci.com 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INT’L www.poci.org 

PHS – PONTIAC HISTORICAL SERVICES http://www.phs-online.com/ 

SAN DIEGO ASSOCIATION OF CAR CLUBS

 https://www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org/ 

GOOD OLE BOYS SAN DIEGO CAR CLUB www.goodoleboyssandiego.com/ 

GOLDWORKS GALLERY  www.goldworksgallery.com 

STP BAR & GRILL  http://stpbar-n-grill.com/ 

JBA SPEED SHOP  www.jbaspeedshop.com 

FRANK’S PONTIAC PARTS www.frankspontiacparts.com 

SDPOCI FACEBOOK https://www.facebook.com/groups/297365626982799/ 

SDPOCI INSTAGRAM https://www.instagram.com/sandiegopontiacclub/ 

  

 

http://www.sdpoci.com
http://www.poci.org
http://www.phs-online.com/
http://www.goodoleboyssandiego.com/%0d
http://www.goldworksgallery.com
http://stpbar-n-grill.com/
http://www.jbaspeedshop.com
https://www.sandiegofisherhouse.org/%0d
https://www.instagram.com/sandiegopontiacclub/
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PRESIDENT 

 SUE DUMAS  

619.405.6318 

sdumas4@att.net 

 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

 DAVE WHITEMAN 

619.838.1973 

dwgolilgto@hotmail.com 

 

TREASURER 

  SUE DUMAS  

619.405.6318 

sdumas4@att.net 

 

 

SECRETARY 

BARBARA PLUTH 

760.213.0861 

barbnjohn1@cox.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN 

 ROLAND SHORT   

619.609.1349   

roland52153@gmail.com 

 

ACTIVITIES CO-CHAIR 

CLUB HISTORIAN 

CAR SHOW CHAIRMAN 

J.C. DUMAS 

619.405.6319 

y2kchief@att.net 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

JIM THOMSON 

858.203.5490 

jthomson@san.rr.com 

 

 

ASST. NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

GREG RAYMOND 

858.203.5490 

sdweb@cox.net 

SAN DIEGO PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB  

CHAPTER 58 OFFICERS CONTACT 

FALL POW WOW CAR SHOW SEPTEMBER 28, 2025! 

mailto:hemiboy@msn.com
mailto:hemiboy@msn.com
mailto:roland52153@gmail.com
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JOIN THE PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI) 

We Invite You To Join!  

Keeping The Pontiac Legacy Alive… 

Formed in 1972 by a small group of enthusiasts who wanted to pool as much Pontiac and Oakland 
information as was possible, the first convention was held the following year in Camp Hill, Pennsyl-
vania. Since then, POCI chapters have formed all over the country and POCI Conventions have 
been held every year in a variety of locations.  The events include a car show, tech seminars, 
presentations, drag racing and a great swap meet. GMC trucks were included in 1998, due to their 
close relation to Pontiac. 

The club’s magazine, Smoke Signals, also started in 1972 and has evolved into a world-class, 
award-winning monthly that continues to raise the bar for non-commercial publications. Smoke Sig-
nals was redesigned in 2006 and again in 2013. Today, it is a 92 to100-page, full-color publication 
printed on heavyweight paper and also comes in digital form. 

We are very excited with the future of the Pontiac hobby and we invite you to join POCI and start 
receiving Smoke Signals. Please note that members get access to download our digital editions 
that go all the way back to 2006. 

We welcome anyone and everyone with an interest in Pontiacs, Oaklands and GMCs of any age or 
type to join us. Just use the membership form provided and get in on the action. 

Whether you have an early Pontiac, a muscle-era GTO or Firebird, a full-sized Wide Tracker or 
late-model Trans Am, Solstice, or G8, we have a place for you and your car. 

We thank you for your time and look forward to seeing you at a POCI event soon! 

Annual Membership Fees 
 

Worldwide Electronic-Membership 
(downloadable version of Smoke Signals, no magazine is mailed): $25 

 
United States Membership: $45 

 
Outside of U.S. Membership: $74 

All memberships except E-memberships come with two free associate memberships. Associate 
members are spouse/significant other and/or a dependent child, 19 years old or younger living with 

you. 

Join Online at www.poci.org -Visa, Mastercard, Discover accepted 

Call the Club Office for more information 
(763) 479-2111 

Web Site: www.poci.org 

Facebook: Pontiac Oakland Club 

E-Mail: pociworldhq@aol.com 

https://secure.poci.org/POCI_Membership.cfm
https://secure.poci.org/
mailto:%20pociworldhq@aol.com
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YOUR AD 

HERE 

   

YOUR AD 

HERE 

Articles, letters and editorial 

comments found in the War Whoop 

newsletter represent the views and 

opinions of the individual authors and 

are not necessarily those of the San 

Diego  Pontiac Oakland Club 

International or any of its officers or 

members.  

 

858.495.3395 

5675 Kearny Villa Road 

San Diego, CA 92123 

Email: info@jbaracing.co

m 

YOUR AD 

HERE! 

 

tel:858.495.3395
https://jbaspeedshop.com/contact.html
https://jbaspeedshop.com/contact.html
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SAN DIEGO PONTIAC CLUB  

The San Diego Chapter of the Pontiac Oakland Club 

International (POCI) was founded in 1989. We are a 

club dedicated to the preservation and enjoyment of all 

models of Pontiacs of all years. We drive ‘em, work on 

‘em, polish ‘em, restore ‘em, break ‘em, put ‘em back 

together again and have great fun doing it! We are indi-

viduals, couples, and families that enjoy getting togeth-

er for a variety of activities. We host an annual Fall Pow

-Wow car show every summer, and participate as a club 

in other local and regional shows. We hold annual pool 

and Christmas parties, participate in many of the San 

Diego cruise nights, organize automotive factory, speed 

shop and museum tours, and join in a variety of other 

events throughout the year. The cars in the club range 

from Concourse cars, show cars, daily drivers, drag rac-

ers, and cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to 

have FUN while driving our Pontiacs. 

The War Whoop is the 

official publication of the 

San Diego Chapter # 58 of 

the Pontiac-Oakland Club 

International. Please email 

articles and associated 

pictures to Jim Thomson 

at the address below. 

Deadline for inclusion in 

the next months 

newsletter is the 20th of 

the preceding month of 

publication. Classified ads 

for members are free of 

charge. For advertising 

rates contact the editor, at 

jthomson@san.rr.com  

 

Check out our website at 

www.sdpoci.com for up to date 

information on club activities, 

newsletter downloads, membership 

forms and owners showcase! 

SDPOCI 


